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AN APPENDIX to this 
PAMPHLET will ſpeedily be 
publiſhed, being a Continuation of 
the Account of the EART H- 
QUAKES that have happened 
from the foregoing Account to this 
"TIME. PEN 


des 


READER. 


T HE preat eſteem that I had for the Reverend Author 
of the enſuing Book, my obligations to him, and un- 
common acquaintance with him, has ever endeared his name, 
and every diſcourſe that bears it. His charge at my Ordi- 
nation was delivered with ſo peculiar an Afﬀettion, that 
made impreſſh ons 0n me, which continued to the end of his 
life. Though I came not to London till above ten yearg 
after the Shock of the Earthquake, yet 1 have often heard 
Mr. Shower talk of it with freſh concern, as if he thought 
thoſe terrible things in righteouſneſs would come again, 
and do their errand upon a finful nation. 


*Tis ſome time fence TI peruſed this excellent work, which 


T then admired for the compaſs of reading, or acquaintance 


' be muſt have had, to make ſo large a collefion upon the 
 ſubjeft, but eſpecially, his warm and ſerious improvement 


of the ſolemn occaſion, would find room in the ſoul of every 
reader. Things that happened a long while fince, are as 
little heeded as thoſe to come ; but the late ſhock that we 
had in this city, and the towns near the river, and which 
was alſo felt in ſome parts of France, is enough to rouze 


the memory and conſcience of every one that trembles at the 
hand f God. 
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To the READER, 


T therefore conſented to a freſh publication of this uſeful 
work upon the. late alarm of providence ; and wiſh the ſame 


bleſſmg with it, that many people have told me attended the 
Firſt Edition. | 


I ſhall only add one pw that in the title-page of the 
firſt edition, by the miſtake of the Pri yter, there is an ad- 
dition of D. D. to Mr. Shower's name, This may lead 


the reader to think of ſome other perſon, who received theſe 


honours from one of 6ur own Untver/ities : For at that 
time we had none of thoſe titles imported from Scotland, 
quhich are now ſo cheap and common, and are never beſtowed 
upon any of their own nation till they come into England. 

I thought it needful to mention this, that it might be known, 
that I recommend to the world a work of the Reverend 


Mr. John Shower, who was for OY Jears's Paftor ta a 
Church in Old Jewry. 


Warwick-Court, 
Feb. 23, 1749- 


Tho. Bradbury. 
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PREFACE 
TO THE 
EE A WK: 


HE late Earthquakes abroad in America, and 
Sicily, with that we had here laſt September, 


' made ſo much diſcourſe amongſt all ſorts of people, that 


I endeavoured the ſerious improvement of *em, in a 
ſermon on that occaſion ; which at the defire of many, 
1s now enlarged, with many hiſtorical paſſages of other 
Earthquakes, and moral refleftions, relating to our 
own country, | 


_ As to the authors I have cited, I have conſulted the 
originals as to the moſt of *em; and am well ſatisfied 
of the truth of thoſe few others, which I had not the 
leiſure, or opportunity to look into. In ſome chrono- 


Togical differences between hiſtorians, I have mentioned 


that year, which I thought the moſt probable : but if 
the murter of fact be truly related, though I ſhould 
A.'2 | miſtake 
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miſtake the year, the reader 'is not much concerned. 
Fhiloſophically to diſcuſs the nature of Earthquakes, 

many ot..ers (whom I need not name, have attempted-: 

ſuch a narration concerning the: Jate extraordipary one 
in Sicily, I am informed we may expect ſhortly from 
the learned Malpighius. 


We cannot wonder if the coricernedneſs of the Hea- 


then world, upon any ſnch violent motions of the 
_ earth did degenerate into ſuperſtition. Owning a mul- 


tiplicity of Gods, they knew not to which of *em to 
aſcribe ſuch events ; and therefore we read of the an- 
cient Romans, that upon thoſe occaſions, they never 


, acdreſſed their prayers and vows to any one particular 


deity, as in other caſes they were wont to do, leſt (faith 
: Varro) they ſhould miſtake ; becauſe they knew not 


by whoſe influence the earth was ſhaken. To that mo-- 
deſty or ignorance of the Romans, we may oppoſe the 


vanity of the Greeks, who boaſted they could foretel 
Earthquakes, as is pretended to have been done by 
* Pythagoras. But when Earthquakes happened, they 
were all wont to quit their * civil and common affairs, 
and betake themſelves to their devotions, and by 
prayers, and ſacrifices, endeavour to appeaſe the anger 


_ of the Gods. 


Concerning the late Eatihquakes in Sicily, it hath 


been obſerved, that + Meſſina Teceived. leſs damage 


than ſome other Cit ies. The peop'e in that country be- 


. 2 Quoniam & qui vi, & per quem Deorum, Deartmve Terra tremuit, incertur, 
eſſet. Aul. Gell. No&, Att. 1. 2. c. 28. 
. 2 Diog. Laert, in Vit, Pherec. See more znflances ; Lz Mothe le Vayer, Lett. 
LXXV, des Tremb. de 'Ferra, 

3 Anno 3861 Crebris Terrz motibus undique nunciatis, tam multe ſunt in- 
ditz feriz Rom, ad placandos Cweleſtes, ut nec ſenatus haberi, nec adminiftrari 


+ Reſpublica poſſet, Conſulibus Sacrificando, Fxpiandoq; occupatis. Leſcoloper in 


Ciceron. p. 229. Imperante gordiano tertio, fuit terrz motus couſque gravis, ut 
civitates etiam ter! hiatu cum populis deperirent : ob que ſacrificia per totam 


urbem totumq z, orbem teirarum ingentia celebrata ſunt, Fit. Auguſt, nd Anon 


Jul. Capitol. Gordianus tertius, Tom. 2. $9, 
4 Preſent State of .Europc, March 16a2. p. 36. 
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ing, very ſuperſtitious, the monks made adwantage of 

their ſimplicity, and ſpread abr ad a report at the time 

of the Earthquake, that the B. Virgin had revealed to 

a young girl of nine years old, (her particular favourite) 

that by means of her interceſſion, ſhe had obtained, 

that the city of Meſſina, which is under her proteCtion, 
: ſhould not be ſwallowed up : This for a little while 
? fomewhat revived their ſpirits. But the interceſſion of 
! S. Agatha could not procure the ſame {avour- for the 
F: city of Catanea, whereof ſhe is patroneſs. For when 
the Earthquake began, the people flew to the cathe- 
dral, where one of the canons carried about the relicks 
of the ſaint ; But neither the relicks, nor the prayers of 
the ſaint, could ſtop the thuncerbolt which fell upon 
that city ; but it was overturned as in a moment, and 
not one houſe left ſtanding. And beſides wounded and 
: © maimed that were digged out of the ruins, eighteen 
thouſand are ſuppoſed to have periſhed there. The 
kingdom of Naples bath had a ſhare in that Earth- 
quake, as well as the iſland of Malta. 
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Our great difficulty in refleCting on ſuch providences, 
will be to avoid the two extreams, of atheiſm on the 
one hand, and ſuperſtitien on the other ; not io make too 

| little, or too much of ſuch events ; not to overlook 
the divine agency, and warning thereby, as if they had 
no meaning ; nor on the other hand, to be bold and 
poſitive, and particular in determing what they ſignify, 
and what we may expect to follow. I have given di- 
vers inſtances of other publick calamitics which have 
been preceded by Earthquakes. It national repentance, 
and reformation do not prevent it, we have reaſon to 
| expect ſuch, from moral Prognoſtications, had we no 
| ſuch call, as by the late Earthquakes, to conſider our 
Ways. 


Few, we way fear, do prattically acknowledge 
God's government. and own his agency in theſe things, 


| The 
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The moſt are confident, and careleſs, as if they carried 
nothing in them either of preſage, or admonition ; or 
at leaſt nothing but good news, We have been told 'in 
5 print, that 1t any thing can be collefted from the 
Jate Earthquake here, September the 8th, it is this, 
that as we had a long and calm ſerenity of weather after 
it, fo a laſting peace and tranquillity was ſettled in the 
world by the condu&t and victorious arms of King 
William. How little ground we have to expect this 
without reformation, I leave to the conſideration of all 
who ſeriouſly believe God's government of the world, 
and know what he hath done to other nations, and 


people. 


T may promiſe myſelf the concurrence of all good 
men 1n our improvement of the late Earthquakes, which 
I endeavour to perſuade to, viz. thankfully to own 
our publick national mercies, while other countries are 
made deſolate, That trembling of the earth in Eng- 
land, *tis true, was not a prodigy in one ſenſe, becauic 
we were not deſtroyed by it: but then it had not been 
2 warning, but an execution, as to us, not the ſignal, but 
the judgment. Upon the account of a deliverance 
from a threatening Earthquake, An. Chriſt. 365, we 
find the city of * Alexandria obſerved an annual feaſt, 
in commemoration of it. = 


When ſome are made examples, and ſigns to us, God 
expects we ſhould own his goodneſs that we are ſpared, 
and take heed that we provoke not his anger, by the 

like and future tranſgreſſions. When our Saviour ex- 


Harts us to remember Lot's wife, we may ſuppoſe it 


was not the miracle, ſo much as the moral he intended. 
God's judgment on Jeruſalem, he ſaid, ſhall be 7 an in- 


firufion and an aſtoniſhment unto the nations round a- 


& Philoſophical Diſcourſe of Earthquakes. by C. H. gto, 
6 Sozomen, 1. 6. c. > Amm. Marcell. Le Sicur, 
7 Ezck. v. 15. | 
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to the proud Afyrian; * Speak unto Pharach, and to 
his multitude, Who art thou like in thy greatneſs ? 
Behold the Aſſyrian was a cedar in Lebanon, with fair 


branches, &c. In like manner he argues with Nij- 


nive, from his ſeverity on No, or- Alexandria ; 9 Be- 
hold I am againſt thee , art thou better than populous 
No, that was ſituate among the rivers ? The puniſh- 
ment of one people, or perſon, ſhould be a warn- 
ing unto all. The Greck * word . for puniſhment, 
doth ſignify example. With what terror doth God 
threaten not to ſpare Iirael, becauſe they continued 
in their ſecurity and rebellion, * /hough he had deſtroyed 
the Amorite before them ? May we not fear, leſt he 
ſay of us, as Jer. xlix. 12, 13. For thus ſaith the 
Lord, Behold, they whoſe judgment was net to drink of 
the cup, have aſſuredly drunken, and art thou he that 
ſhalt altogether go unpuniſhed ? Thou ſhalt net go un- 
puniſhed, but thou ſhalt ſurely drink of it. Fer 1 have 
ſworn by myſelf, ſaith the Lord, that Bozrah ſhall be- 
come a deſolation, a reproach, a waſte, and a curſe, 


_ and all the cities thereof ſhall be perpetual waſtes. God 


hath favoured us hitherto, and we conſider it not ; 


| he hath loved us, and hated others, as he loved Ja- 


cob, and hated Eſau ; and yet we are ready to lay, 
Wherein hath he loved us* ? Behold, ſaith the Lord, 
was not Eſau Jacob's brother ? yet 1 loved Facob, and 
hated Eſau ; I laid his mountains, and his heritog? 
waſte, &C. 


But however God may in ſovereignty deal with us, 
as to publick deliverance and preſervation, and a 
good and ſpeedy ifſue of the preſent war (whereas we 
hear of another Earthquake in Sicily, the laſt month] 


$ Ezek. xxxi 3, 

9 Nahum. iii. 5, $. 

1 Hapg Jay ua, Matth. i. 19. 

2 Amos il. 6, g, See Jerom. xliv. 2, 5, q. Ezek. wii, 5, —?51 
3 Malachi i. 2, 4. 
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yet I havz ſhewn, in the laſt chapter, that no parti- 
cular. perſon, without. repentance, ſhall long eſcape hus 
Juſtice, 1 Kings ;xix. 17. They that eſcape the ſword of 
Hazae!, ſhall Febu flay ; and they that eſcape the fword of 
. Febu, ſhall Eſha flay ; that 15,-they ſhall periſh in ano- 
-ther world ; for the. prophet Eliſha denounced eter- 
nal judgment on thoſe who eſcaped a temporal ruin, 
if they continued in their-ſins, AG | 


London, May 25, 
1593. 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS 
O N 


EARTHQUAKES. 


INTRODUCTION. 
An hiſtorical, particuler account of the late Earthquakes, 
which gave occaſion to this diſcourſe. The defign there- 


of propoſed Pikes that paſſage of the Pſalmiſt, My fleſh 
trembleth for fear of on and I am afraid of thy 
judgments. 


Mt. 


HAT the lat Earthquakes may be conſider- 
ed, and improved to the beſt purpoſes, it will 
M. be proper to premiſe a ſhort narrative, or hi- 
foreal account of them, according to the order of time. 
wherein they happened. And theretore 1 begin with 
that of Jamaica. 
In the year 1692. on the 7th of June, t here huppen- 
ed a dreadful Earthquake in the iſland of Jamaica, which 
made great Ruins _ devaſtations throughout the whole 
country; hut eſpecially inthe capital town of Port-Royal, 
which was almoſt ſwallowed up and overflowed by the 
ſinking of the earth, and irruption of the ſea. Two 
letters from the miniſter of the place (publiſhed by au-_ 
thority) give a particular account of it ; that it threw | 
down molt of the houſes, churches, ſugar and indigo- 
works, mills and ridges, throughout the whole iſland, 
that it tore the rocks and mountains, (others tell us that 
it levelled ſome mountains, and reduced them to Pe) 
B tnat 
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that it deſtroyed ſome whole plantations, and threw 
them into the ſea ; but Port-Royal had much the great- 


eſt ſhare in this terrible judgment. 


It is added, by a farther account in the Gazette of 
Thurſday, Augult 18, that on the harbour-ſide the 
houſes all ſunk dowr in a minute's time, from the depth 


of three to five fathom water : in the ſtreets next the 


wharf, the earth opened itſelf wide and deep, and in- 
ſtantly guſhed out an inundation of water, ſo that mul- 
titudes were drowned. Among other accidents of the 
Farthquake, the Swan-Frigate lying at the wharf for 
careening, was driven in among the houſes, and thereloſt. 

The miniſter in his letter faith farther, that ſuch was 


the ceſperate wickedneſs of the people there, that he 


was alraid to continue among them. That on the ſame 
day of the Earthquake, as ſoon as night came on, ſome 
lewd rogues, whom they call privateers, fell to break- 
ing open ware-houſes, and houſes deſerted, to rob and 
rifle their neighbours, whilſt the earth trembled under 
them, and ſome of the houſes fell upon them in the a&t. 
And thoſe audacious whores who remained ſtill upon 
the place, were as impudent and drunken as ever. And 


that ſince the Earthquake, when he was on ſhore to 
pray with the bruiſed and dying people, and to chriſten 


children, he met with too many drunk and ſwearing. 
The day when this calamity befel the town and iſland, 
was very clear, affording not any ſuſpicion of the leaſt 


evil; but in the ſpace of three minutes, about half an 


hour after cleven in the morning, Port-Royal, the fair- 
eſt town of all the Engliſh plantations, the beſt empo- 
rium and mart of this part of the world, exceeding in 


riches, and abcunding in all good things, was ſhaken 
and ſhattered to pieces, and covered, for the greateſt 


part, by the ſea; the whait, and two whole ſtreets be- 
yond it, intirely ſwallowed by the ſea. 


He, with the prefident of the council, running to - 
ſave themſelves, made towards Morgan's fort, becauſe 


a wide open place; he thought to be there ſecureſt from 
the | allirg houles: but as ke was going, he ſaw the earth 
Open, 
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open, and ſwallow up a multitude of people, and the 
ſea mounting in upon them over the tortifications, He 
tells us farther, that their large and famous burying- 
place, called the palliſados, was deſtroyed by the Earth- 
quake; and that the ſea waſhed away the carcaſes of 
thoſe that were buried out of their graves ; their tombs 
being daſhed to pieces by the motion and concuſſion : 
that the whole harbour, one of the faireſt he ever ſaw, 
was covered with the dead bodies of people of all con- 
ditions, floating up and cown without burial. That 
in the opening of the earth, the houſes and inhabitants 
ſinking down together, fome of theſe were driven up 
again by the ſea, which aroſe in thoſe breaches, and fo 
did wonderfully eſcape. Some were ſwallowed up to 
the neck, and then the earth ſhut upon them, and 
ſqueezed them to death; and in that manner feveral 
were left buried with their heads above ground, only 
_ ſome heads the dogs have eaten ; others are covered 
with duſt and earth by the people, which yet remain in_ 
the place, to avoid the ſtench. So that by the open- 
ing of the earth, and the fall of the houſes, and the 
inundation of the waters, it is thought 1500 perſons 
are loſt, and many of good note. 

After he was eſcaped in a ſhip, he ſaith, he could 
not ſleep all night tor the returns of the Farthquake al- 
moſt every hour, which made all the guns in the thip 
to jar and rattle; and he ſuppoſeth the whole town of 
Pori-Royal will ſhortly be ſwallowed up of the fea, the 
houſes falling, and the ſea encroaching daily. "That 
there were ſad accounts of miſchiets done by the Eorth- 
quake 1n other parts of the iſland : as from St. Ann.'s, 
they heard of above 1000 acres of woodlan\i changed 
into ſea, carrying with it whole plantatior.2. 

His own preſervation was very remarkable and urex- 
pected: after he had prayed with the people, and given 
them ſerious exhortations to repentance, (in which exer- 
Cites he ſpent near an hour and halt) he was Gceftred by 
lome merchants to rctire 9 ſome ſhip in the harbour, 
whom he accompanied, paſſing over the tops oi ſome 
NR B 2 : houjes, 
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houſes, which lay levelled with the ſurface of the water, 
got firſt into a canoe, and then into a long-boat, which 
put him on board a ſhip. 


Of the Earthquake in En gland. \ 


N the 8th of September following, 1692. an 
O Earthquake was felt at London, and in ſeveral 
parts of Eſſex, Kent, Suſſex, Hampſhire, &c. as Sheer- 
ary Sandwich, Deal, Maidſtone, Portſmouth, &'c. the 
people leaving their houſes in many places, leſt they 
ſhould fall on their heads ; but it laſted not above * 
two minutes : it was about two a-clock ; ſome reckon- 
ed at London it was about four minutes paſt two, It 


_ was felt in moſt parts of the Dutch and Spaniſh Nether- 


lands, as alſo in Germany and France. It affected places 
moſt on the ſea-coaſts, and near great rivers. It went 


not beyond 52 degrees and 40 minutes of northern la- 


titude : how far it reached to the ſouth and eaſt is not 
yet certainly known ſor want of good intelligence : 
we have already traced it beyond Faris, to the 48th 
degree of north latitude; and beyond the Rhine, 
on the eaſt, to Francfort: ſo that we know at pre- 


ſent of 260 miles {quare ſhaken by it. The time of 


Its happening here in England, and beyond the ſeas, 
ſeems to vary ſome minutes ; but that may eaſily be * 
accounted for by the difference of * meridians. So that 
the inflamed damp, faith Mr. Ray, which cauſed this | 
Earthquake, was lodged deep in the earth, the ca- *' 
verns that contained | it, paſling under the bottom of | 


_ the ſea, 


, _ Mr. Ray's Phyſico-Theol. diſcourſe of the deluge. Diſc. 


” 
_ 


4 Thus Dr. T. Robinſon in a letter to Mr. Ray, dated Sep. © 


tember 22. 1692. 
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Of the Earthquakes in Sicily and Malta. 


HE following account of the earthquakes in 
Sicily, was publiſhed by authority here, v2. 
from Meflina, January 20, 1692-3, they write, that 
ſeveral Earthquakes had happencd in that iſland, which 
were moſt violent in the ſouthern parts ot it, and have 


laid in heaps many cities and villages. Cat inea was 


ſhaken on the gth inſtant, and on the 11th quite de- 
ſtroyed, not one houſe lett ſtanding; and near 20,000 
perſons periſhed in that city alone. _ 

Auguſta was almoſt deſtroyed at the ſame time, and 
400 barrels of powder that were 1n the caſtle, took 
fire at the ſame time, by lightening, or ſome other ac- 


cident, and blew up about 1000 people, who were 


got in there for their ſecurity. 

The ancient Saragoſſa hath fared no better ; and 
the cities of Modica, Jaci and Noto, and all the vil- 
lages from mount Etna to cape Paſſaro have ſuffer- 
ed extremely. *Tis computed that above 100,000 
perſons have been deſtroyed by theſe Earthquakes. 
Palermo felt the ſhock on the the 11th, and the vice- 
King retired, with all his family, on board the gallies 
in that port. Moſt of the inhabitants of this city lay 
in the fields without the gates, &c. | 

A letter from Naples, Feb. 3. mentions, that by the 
ſhock on the 11th of the laſt month, 37 cities and 
towns and Jarge villages were quite deſtroyed, and 
130,000 perſons. 

By other letters (in the Gazette of Thurſday March 
16.) we have this account from Meſſina, Feb. 


That they hear every day of the lamentable effects of 


the late Earthquakes, and give the following liſt of 
places, and perſons deſtroyed, v2. 


Calatagirone, about a fourth part of the city ruined, 
and 1500 perſons killed. 


B 3 Luochuela. 
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Luochuela, quite deſtroyed, with moſt of the inha- 
bitants, the number not known. 


Mineo, a royal city, moſt of it tallen, and 3000 
killed. 


Militello, quite deſtroyed, with many of the inha- 


bitants, the number not known. 
Palaonia, very much ſhattered, but "8 perſ ONS 
killed. 
Scordia, the palace fallen down, and 20 killed. 
 Francofome, much ſhattered. 
Sentini, quite ruined, and 3000 killed. 


Carlontini, quite deſtroyed, with many of the inha-. 


bitants, the number not known. 
Auguſta, quite deſtroyed, and 5000 killed. 
Siragoſa, above half rui:ed, and 6000 killed. 
Noto, quite ruined, and 7000 killed. 
Specaſurno, quite ruined, and 3000 killed. 
Scichilo, quite ruined, and 8000 killed. 
Santa Croce, 100 killed. 
Modica, - quite deftroyed, and ro00 killed. 
Raguſa, greateſt part of it ruined, and 7000 killed. 
Cetomaro, 200 killed. 
Biicuti, 100 killed. 
Chiuramonte, wholly POEPINe: Re 300 killed, 
 Monteruſlo, 200 killed. 
Giamantano, 3oo killed, 
Bucchkin, 160 killed. 
Patuzzolo, quite ruined, and 1000 killed. 
Scodia, 100 kijled. | 
Paſceni, quite ruined, and 600 killed, 
Furta, quite ruined, and 800 Killed. 
Sciorti, Quite ruined, and 2000 killed. 
Vizzini, quite ruined, and 3000 killed. 
Licodia, 400 killed, 
Catanea, wholly deſtroyed, and 18,000 killed. 
Jaci, much ruined, and 1800 killed. 


In al 680 perſons killed. 
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In another letter from Naples, dated March 3. pub- 
liſhed in the Gazette of the 2d of April, there 1s an 
account from Palermo, that the vice-roy of Sicily had 
ſent commiſſioners to take an exact account of the da- 
mage occaſioned by the late Earthquakes in that 
iſland ; and they had found that the ruins of the 
towns and villages, as well as loſs of people, was 
greater and more deplorable, than was at firſt reported ; 
and that there had periſhed 100,000 perſons. 


A more particular account of this terrible Earth- 
quake in Sicily, was printed at Rome, and ſince print- | 
ed here from the Italian copy ; part whereot I ſhall 
inſert. The author proteſſeth he cannot give himſelt, 
nor others, all the ſatisfa&tion he could with, ti:ere be- 
ing ſo many little places, and even ſome conſiderable 
towns, ſo utterly deſtroyed, that there are no inhabi- 
tants leit, to give us an account of the manner how 
theſe places were ſwallowed up. So that of theſe we 
can have no other narrative, but what people at a 
Ciſtance, and in a hurry themſelves, for fear of ſink- 
ing into the ſame ruin, have been able to give us. 

The Earthquake diffuſed itſelf into all the three 
diſtricts, or diviſions, into which the ifland of Sicily 
iS uſually divided ; Valli di Noto, Mazaro, and Mono, 
The greateſt ſhock of all was from mount Etna to cape 
Paſſaro, the Pachmus of the ancients. In all this vaſt 
tract. of land, nothing ſtood the ſhock, but all fell under 
the weight of a general ruin. 

It was on the 7th of January, 1692-3, about 10 
at night, that mount Etna began to utter thoſe hide- 
ous roarings, which ſeldom but uſher in ſome tragedy 


of the nature of what followed. Thoſe loud bellow- 


ings continued till the gth, and about 12 o' clock be- 
gan to ceaſe.. Within an hour after, the inhabitants 
ot Catanea, which is the next town to the mountain, 
began to perceive a ſhaking under them, about three 


1 minutes together. This did little hurt, other than to 


atright the people, and give them fears of fome fur- 
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ther hurt. During this ſhake, and for an hour before, 
there was not the leaſt noiſe heard from mount Etna, 
but within Jeſs than a minute after the ſhake was over, 
not only did the noiſe redouble, infinitely more terr1- 


ble than before, but the whole top of the mountain 


appeared all in flames. 

All this was bur the fore-runner of the horrideſt ſhake 
of all, which fell out on the 11th, which affected the 
whole iſland, though not equally. And by the ex- 
acteſt computation can be made, the whole period of 


it laſted not above ſix minutes, from Meſſina north- 


wards, to Cape. Coio, the tartheſt point of Sicily to the 
{outh. 

Catanea is thought to be the firſt that fel! under the 
weight of this heavy calamity. This city 1s as anct- 
ent as molt in Sicily, ſeated in a pleaſant and rich ſoil, 
inhabited by ſeveral of the gentry thereabouts, endow- 
ed with an univerſity, and containing about 24,000 
ſouls, was ſunk out of ſight in a moment. There 


happened to be ſome fiſher- boats at that time in the 


bay that lies ſouth of the town, and within a league” O 
diſtance, who give an account, that they ſaw the city 
fink down, with the noiſe, as it were of ſome thou- 
ſand pieces of great ordnance diſcharged all at once. 
After it was thus vaniſhed out of their ſight, the fiſh- 


ermen ſay, that, fome minutes after, to the caſtward, 


| near where the city ſtood, there roſe up a little moun- 


tain, which lifting itſelf ſeveral times a conſiderable 
height, above the ordinary leve! of the ground there- 
abours, ſunk at laſt likewiſe out of their ſight. They de- 
clarc alſo, that during all this horrid tragedy, they ex- 


_ pected every moment to be ſwallowed up in the bay, 


by reaſon of the ſtrange violent agitations of the fea, 
And icarce was this heaving up of the imaginary moun- 


tain on the ſauth- fide of Catania over, but they felt the J 


ſea calm. 


It is thought there hath not eſcaped of the inhabi- 4 
tants of Catanca above 2000 in all, ſome of thoſe ef- * 
caping after the firſt ſzake, on the gth, others on the | 
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morning of the 11th, who took the warning. But 
they were the better ſort of people only, who had 
the opportunity to make ſo happy an eſcape, the reſt 
falling under the univerſal ruin. In the place where 
Catanea ſtood, appears now, at a diſtance, a great 
lake, with ſome great heaps of rubbiſh, appearing 
here and there above water. 

The ſame ſhake that utterly deſtroyed Catanea, did 
lay in heaps more than half of Saragoſla,, the an- 
cient Syracuſa, once the greateſt city of Sicily ; and, 
if we will believe Strabo and others, the largeſt, once, 
in the world, and may contend with any in Europe 


for antiquity. The leaſt computation that can be made 


of the loſs of the inhabitants of it, is above 7000 : 
And ſome hundreds were digged out of the ruins alive, 
but lame and bruiſed ; ſo that few of them, it is 
thought, will recover. Moſt of the magiſtrates and 
people of beſt faſhion, ran into the great church 


tor ſhelter, where they met with death, by the fall 


of the ſtone roof, and the ſteeple both together. 

The city -of Noto (which once contended for the 
pre-eminence with Syracuſa itſelf) had yet a worſe 
fate : ſcarce any part of it is now ſtanding, though 
ſituated on an high rock, almoſt inacceſſible on all ſides, 


but by one narrow paſſage. The mighty hardneſs of 


the rock ſeemed to have ſecured it from the hazard of 
Earthquakes; but it felt the ſhake of the gth ; and, 
on the 11th of January, it was, in a moment, laid in 
heaps : the number of the inhabitanss is computed 
about 7000, and very few are eſcaped. 


Auguſta, a city well ſituated, and adorned with 


large and ſafe harbours; a place of good trade for 
corn. The inhabitants reckoned near 6000, of whom 
we have account of none left; many killed on the 


gth, more on the 1oth, and the reſt buried by the 


over-turning of the town on the 11th. 
_ Lentini, the ancient Leontium, famous for a beau- 
tiful lake on which it ſtood; a place of about 3000 


families, and a place of a tolerable trade by fiſhing, 
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[ 10] 
and ſalt mines, was reduced to aſhes on the r1th ; and 
it is not known if any of the inhabitants be ſaved. 
The water of the lake is now become brackiſh, and 
of a ſalt and bituminous taſte ; and vaſt numbers of 
fiſh are every day found dead on the ſhore. 

Calatgirone, a pretty town, containing about 7000 
people, and well built, moſt of hewn itone ; on the 
11th a fifth part of the town was over-turned, and two 
monaſteries z and, it 1s thought, no fewer than 2000 
ſouls were deſtroyed. 

Mineo felt both the ſhake of the gth and 1 :th ; 
the former, the heavens were ſerene, ſcarce a cloud : Ho 
pearing above the horizon ; but on the 11th, there 
was a ſtorm of thunder and lightning for ſix hours. 
At both times ſeveral houſes, and a large church were 
over-turned, and it is thought near 4000 of the inha- 
habitants periſhed. 

Monreal, or Morreal, was ſhaken and ſhattered ; 
and Palermo, the feat of the vice-roy, but not above 
100 people killed. Paſceni, conſiſting of about 200 
families, the richeſt of any little town in Sicily, hath 
not one ſingle houſe left ſtanding, nor one ſingle per- 
ſon ſaved. Patuzolo, a bigger town, underwenr the 
ſame fate ; the number of inhabitants about 1000 at 
leaft : It is not known that any are ſaved. 
© for Furla, whoſe inhabitants we reckoned to 
Þe near 1000 fouls. The like for Sciorti, which, by 
the ſhake of the rith, is a vaſt heap of ruins, only a 
church, belonging to a Benedictine nunnery, 1s en- 
tre: we know of none of the inhabitants ſaved, and 
they are reckoned to amount to 2000 fouls. 

'The ſame fate befe] Militello, no inconſidera>le 
town, probably containing about 6000 people, where- 
of no one is left to give tidings how its calamity came 
about. 

Luochela fared ſomewhat better : many, about half 
of the people, left the town on the ſhake of the gth 
of January, when a great part of the houſes fell 


The caltle was ſwallowed up in a moment, in fight. 
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of the people ; and a conſiderable Jake 1s in the place 

where the caſtle ſtood. The reſt of the town and in- 

habitants were utterly deſtroyed on the 11th. Of 

2000 pcople, one half periſhed. 

G. There was little damage done in Palonia, mother 

well-built town, but that, beſides feeling the ſhock of 

the gth, and the church ſhattered, the dome was 
thrown down on the 11th, which broke the high altar 

+ to pieces, and cruſhed to death ſome 300 people, with 
the prieſt that was ſaying maſs. The like almoſt 

tor Buchino, a conſiderable village. 

Scodia, a burgh, about the bigneſs of the other, 
was greatly ſhaken on the 11th, and about I50 peo- 
ple killed by the fall of the church, in the time of 
maſs. In a deep lake, within two miles of it (two 
miles about) by the ſhake of the 11th, there opened 
a large Caſma near the midſt of the lake, which ſwal- 
lowed up the water (which by that of the gth was leſ- 
ſened) and left the whole channel dry land, which con- 
tinues ſo. 

% Another village, called Chiveamonte, had its houſes 

| ſhattered by the ſhake of the gth, but overturned al- 

together on the 11th, and the inhabitants buried in 

the ruins, computed between 3 and 400. 

F: Monteruſſo was conſiderably ſhaken on the gthz 

; and, on the 11th, 200 people, who fled into the caſtle, 

' were, with it, buried in the ground ; and the place 
where it ſtood is now a pool of water, of a briniſh 
taſte. 

The beautiful town of Vizzini, containing abour_ 
3500 ſouls, though it lay on a riſing hill, made up of 
nothing but hardeſt ſtones, of the nature of marble 
was yet ſhaken on the gth, and ſwallowed, with the 
Inhabitants, on the 1 ith, who thought the danger 
had then been over. 

5 © The large village of Modica, containing about. 
* 1400 people, was fo ſuddenly ſwallowed up on the gth, 
' L£hat no one perſon eſcaped. Since this hundred Years, 
this village hath twice changed its ſcat vy Earth- 

quakes, 
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quakes, the people till now ſaving themſelves. Several. 


rivers and rivulets near this and other places in Sicily, 
are covered by hills, in the form of a vault, or natural 
bridge, thrown over them by the Earthquake. 


| This Earthquake cauſed the fall of ſome houſes at 


Biſenti, and the bruiſing to death of about 100 perſons. 
Francofonte ſuffered more by lightning and thunder 
for three days, than by the ſhake of the Earthquake. 

Carlontini, a town of good trade, and well inha- 
bited, containing about 4000 people ; a ſixth part of 
them periſhed in the Earthquake on the 11th ; the reſt 
eſcaped by the warning on the gth. 

Raguſa, a beautiful town ; its ſituation, buildings, 
churches, monaſteries, and territories about it, com- 
bine to make it a ſort of terreſtrial paradiſe ; felt many 


| ſhakings on the 8th, with lightning and thunder : but 


on the 11th, the biggeſt ſtreet in the town, the town- 
houſe, two churches, and many houſes were over- 


turned, or ſwallowed up. The leaſt calculation of 
people that periſhed is 8000, of whom the citizens of 


the beſt quality make up a great part of that number. 
Specafurno, a town of conſiderable bigneſs, on the 
ſide of a hill, all planted with vineyards, and well in- 
habited, fell under the ſame calamity ; partly by light- 
ning and thunder on the roth ; and the whole town in a 


moment's time on the xxth. About a mile from the 


town was a pleafant freſh water lake on the South fide, 
which is now almoſt all dry land ; the fiſh dead on the 
ſhore, and the water of -a briniſh taſte, and now of a 
black colour. The people that periſhed there are com- 
puted to beat leaſt 3500, about 3oo only ſaved them- 
{elves the day before. 

The town Scichilo, that hath within 5o years been 
eight times in hazard of an Earthquake, felt this on 


the 8th of January, and within 24 hours there ſuc- 


ceeded zbove 20 ſhakes, the laſt ſtill exceeding the firſt 
in violence ; but on the 11th the whole town, in leſs 
than two moments vaniſhed out of ſight : in the room 
of it is now a ſtinking pool of water : and of 6 or 
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-000 thouſand inhabitants of this pleaſant town, it is 
thought there is no one ſaved. Beſides a ſtrong caltle 
on the eaſt ſide of the town, which 15 now all 1n heaps, 
and above 3o people buried alive in them. 

In Cefamero, a village of above 200 houſes, near 
200 people periſhed in the church, whither they fled 
for ſhelter, to implore the aid of St. Katherine of Si- 
enna ; a.d ſome 20 in the village. In Santa Croce, 
another village, about 100 of the inhabitants periſhed, 


the reſt having fled to the fields without the town. In 
the little town of Giamontano, in the quarter neareſt 


the ri.er, about 350 perſons periſhed, and about 40 
more. The tower of Lacodia underwent near the 
ſame fate ; all the houſes of timber were overwhelmed 
by the ſhake of the 11th, and in them about 3oo of the 
inhabitants. | 

Jaci, a very big town, was greatly ſhattered, efpe- 
cially in the fall of two churches on the gth, in the time 
of divine ſervice. Many of the houſes of the town 
were overturned on the 11th, together with two con- 
vents, particularly that of the Minimes, where was 
kept St. Peter's net, in which he took that vaſt quan- 
tity of fiſh mentioned 1n the goſpel. By the fall of the 
houſes and churches there periſhed in all above 2000 


people ; more than half died by the fall of the two 


churches. Fs 
La-motta, a village of about 200 inhabitants, fa- 
mous for the retirement of the citizens of Palermo 


there in the ſummer-time, was totally overturned on 


the gth, a ſalt pool ſucceeding in its place. _ 
Meſlina, a city of great trade, lofty buildings, and 
great riches, felt the ſhake on the gth, and more than 


half the inhabitants fled to the fields; the reſt betook 


themſelves to their devotions in the ſeveral churches : 


the archbiſhop ordered 48 hours of prayer, and ſeveral 


proceſſions, to appeaſe the wrath of heaven. On the 
11th, 26 palaces were overturned, and many timber 
houſes : every body expected immediate death, and in 
vaſt multitudes ran to the cathedral, where the arch- 

| biſhop 
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( 14 ] 
biſhop of Mena preached, and ſaid Maſs, and there- 
after gave abſolution, as did all the priefts through the 


reſt of the city by the archbiſhop's command. After 


this every one made the beſt of the way they could, to 


eſcape the common danger, and betook themſelves to 


the fields, where they were not out of hazard, through 
the violence of the thunder, lightning, and rain, that 
continued three days together: The chapel of the 
archbiſhop's palace is overturned, moſt of the churches 
ſhattered, but few pcople killed. | 

The tide was higher on the 1oth by three foot than 


ever was known, and ſuch a violent agitation of the 


water, that ſeveral ſhips and ſmaller veſtels were 
drowned all along the coaſt of the iſland, and ſome 
even 1n the harbours. 

In ſhort, a more aſtoniſhing, a more univerſal, or a 


more {wilt deſtruction was never known. And Sicily that 
was one of the moſt beautiful, rich, and fruitful iſlands 


in the world, is now an heap of rubbiſh, and a continued 
deſolation. The Loſs of money, merchandize, houſes, 
and lands, may modeſtly be computed at fix millions 


of ducats : and it will take an age to repair the da- 


mages it hath made. The number of inhabitants pe- 


riſhed, may be ſafely reckoned to an 120,000 ſouls ; 


and the bruiſed, and like to die, 20,000 more. 


Of the FD arthquake at Malta. 


L L the account we have yet of the ſurther ef- 

("Y fects of this Earthquake, and the extent of it to 

the iſland of Malta, is in a letter from thence, dated Ja- 
nuary 16. publiſhed by authority. On the gth inſtant 
about ten at night happened here an Earthquake, and 
ancther on the 11th at three in the afternoon : the laſt 
was ſo v.olent, and laſted ſo long, that every body 
thought the city would have been deſtroyed. The root 
of the church of our latuy de Pelay was thrown down, 


with part of that of Sr. Laurence: the church and 


college of the Jctuits allo futtered very much : but the 
catheCrat 
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cathedral and the church of la Guſmane received the 
greateſt damage, and are fu ruined, that they can 
hardly be repaired. Moſt of the houſes are extremely 
ſhattered, and deſerted by the inhabitants, who le now 
in grottos, and under tents in the fields. The great 


maſter of the order was then abroad a hunting, and he 
= and all his company were in great danger by the falling 


of a mountain near. them. We cannot yet tell the 
particulars of the loſs this land hath ſuſtained, bur 
only in general, that it 1s very great, and the conſter- 
nation of the inhabitants inexpreſſible, which hath rec- 


ceived a new adCition by the ſad accounts we have . 


from Sicily, of the ſame calamity that hath befallen 
their iſland, in a more terrible manner..—Whereof I 


| have given the molt particular account yet extant, 


cf 26 2b 6 03 2 ee 3 ee 3 3 ee 0 0332 0330260 


* And now upon the peruſal of this ſad hiſtory, who that 


will conſider it as a Chriſtian, but may uſe the Pſalmiſ?s 
expreſſion, Plal. 119. 120. My fleſh trembleth for 
fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy judgments ? 


(3 OD expects we ſhould be aff-&ed and awed by 


ſuch providences. 


Some duties of religion are always ſeaſonable, and of 

= conſtant obligation, that muſt mix with all our actions, 
> and be regar 'ed in every ſtep of our daily walk : there are 
* others which the providence of God doth particularly call 


2 us to, at one time more than at another : there is a time 


| to weep, and a time to laugh ; a time to mourn, and a 
time to rejoice : and every thing is beautitul in its fea- _ 
ſon. Accordingly when God arileth to ſhake terribly 

2 the earth, and puniſh the inhabitants thereof for their 
2 iniquities ; when he girds on his ſrror'! to ride his-cir- 
2 cuit by national judgments; when other countrics and 


2 people are made examples ani warnings, and the grow- 


5 


= 1g athciſm and protanenels amongſt us, may make vs 


quitly 
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zuitly apprehend the like ſeverity ; he expeCts that our 
temper and carriage ſhould ſomewhat correſpond and 


agree to his works of providence ; that when the lion 7 


roars, we fhould tremble ; when he ſtretches out his 
hand, and ſhakes his glittering ſword, we ſhould ob- 
ſerve it, and fear. He expects that we ſhould take the 
warning he gives us, by the calamities of others ; that 
we ſhould lie in the duft, throw off our ornaments, put 
on ſack-cloth, and prepare to meet him in the way of 
his judgments. 

We are many ways obliged to this, in conformity 
to the beſt examples of holy men in the like caſe ; and 
by our love to God, and duty to him, who is difpleaſed 
and provoked. Our ſenſe of his diſhonour, and due 
apprehenſions of his diſpleaſure, require this : our re- 
lation to thoſe places and perſons, who have been al- 
ready made examples of divine ſeverity ; our love to 
ourſelves, and to our brethren in this part of the world, 
who are yet preſerved, do all require this ; and call upon 
us to be found in ſuch a frame, as the Pſalmiſt here 


_ expreſſeth upon the like occaſion, My fleſh trembleth for 


fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy judgments. 

In the former verſe he endeavours to excite his love 
to God, and reſolved adherence to his precepts, by the 
confideration of the judgments executed on the wicked ; 
T hou putteſt away the wicked of the earth like aroſs, there- 

fore I love thy teſtimonies. And in this he makes ano- 
ther improvement of ſuch inſtances of divine juſtice, to 
awaken an holy fear, and awe of God, My fleſh trem- 
bleth, &c. > 

An extraordinary fear is often deſcribed in ſcripture, 
as having this effeCtof trembling: Fear came upon me, and 
trembling, which made all my bones to ſhake, and the hair 
of my fleſh flood up, Job iv. 14,15. Thelike you have 
expreſſed by the Prophet, upon God's denunciation of 

judgment ; Had. iii. 16. When I heard this, my belly 
trembled, my lips quivered, rottenneſs entered into my boils, 


and I trembled in my fiſh. 


When 
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+ When God lifts up his voice in threatening of judg- 
ment, and roars like a lion, ready to tear in pieces, 
Iho will not fear ? Amos iii. 8. Or when he dilplays 
his power, and manifeſts his juſtice, and appears with 
terrible majeſty, in the execution of judgment upon 0- 
thers ; who that hears of it will not tremble before him, 
and be afraid of his judgments ? | 
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CHAP. LI 
The method of the following diſcourſe. Inſtances of divine 


ſeverity on others are not to be overlooked ;, whether in 
former times or of later date ;, on ſtrangers, neighbours, 
friends, or enemies. They are proper to affeft us with 
an awful fear of God: Earthquakes eſpecially of all 
other judgments. The terror of ſuch a judgment in part 
deſcribed : that it is the effef of ſin. 


T HE ground of my following diſcourſe will there- 
fore be this, That the inſtances of divine ſeverity 
upon others, ſhould affeft the ſerious obſervers of them, with 
an awful fear of God and his judgments. 
_ _#irft, It 1s here implied, that we are not lightly to 
overlook the examples of Goc's lceverity upon Others, 
but ſeriouſly to oblerve and con(i ier them. 

Secondly, That ſuch inſtances are proper to affect us 
with an awful fear of God ; eſpecially the deſolations 


. that are made by terrible Earthquakes. 


Thirdly, That this awe of God, and fear of his judg- 
ments, upon ſuch examples of divine ſeverity, is matter 
of dury unto all, that do obſerve and conſider them. 

Fourthly, How this may be applied, and improved 
by us, with reference to this city and nation. 

Firſt, It is here implied, Thet we are not flightly to over- 
book the examples of God's ſeverity upon others. How often 
has God threatened and puniſhed the ſecure and careleſs 
frame of ſuch, . as regard not the works of the Lord, nor 
the operation of his hends ? Ia. v. 11. Pla. zxvill. 5. 


C | HH 2 
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He ſhall, for this reaſon, deſtroy them, and not build them 
4p. We are bid to remember, conſider, and improve 
the ancient judgments of God upon the old world, and 
upon Sodom and Gomorrah : and, 2 Peter ii. 4, 5, to 
remember the example of Lz?'s wife, and the ſeveral 
calamities that befel the Fews in the wilderneſs, and 
aſter their ſettlement in Canaan: the inſtances of God's 
Juſtice upon them for their ſeveral provocations, are re- 
corded as types and warnings unto us, 09 whom the ends 
of the world are come, who live in &heſe latter days, 
under the goſpel-diſpenſation, 1 Cor. x. 6. 11. that we 
ſhould not luſt as they luſted, and murmur as they, nor 
tempt Chriſt as they. It is ſaid of them whoſe carcaſes 
fell in the wilderneſs for their many repeated provoca- 
tions, that they are our examples. God's ſeverity a- 
gainſt them is recorded for our uſe, Heb. iii. 18. Chap. 
iv. 11. God made them &U7{9.ypvea, an expreſs ex- 
ample and repreſentation of what ſhould be done in o- 
\ thers. Some ſhall ſmart, that others may fear. God 


hath further ends in the execution of judgments than 


we imagine : he intends them not only for acts but pat- 
terns : every judgment is a new lefſon; and God doth 
not intend to puniſh only, but to teach, and warn, and 
inſtru : he warns when he wounis, and ſtrikes ſome, 
that others may be ſpared by taking warning. When 
a ſcerner is puniſhed, ſaith Selomon, the ſimple is made 
wiſe, Prov. it. 11. And we are more apt to be impreſs- 
ed by what we ſee executed, than by what is only pro- 
nounced in a threatening. 

The judgments of God on neighbouring countries 
and people are mentioned to this purpoſe tor our im- 
provement, Zeph. ii. 6, 7, 8. 1 have cut off nations, 
ſays God, (I have hanged them up as on a gibbet, to 
inſtruct and warn you by their ruin.) Therr towers are 
deſolate, their ſtreets are waſte, /o that no man paſſeth by ;, 
their cities are deſtroyed, that there is no inhabitant. 
Hereupen I jaid, Surely theu wilt fear me, ſurely thou 
Witt Fecerve INftrutlion. | 
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This therefore does ſuppoſe the ek. and laying 


| ſuch things to heart. 
We ought not. ealily to paſs over and forget the 


works of God, eſpecially when by the terriblenels and 


ſeverity of them, he has made them fit zo be remembered, 
Pfal. cii. 4. They are teſtimonies to a divine providence, 
and as ſuch ſhould. be recorded. Ir is taken notice of 
to this purpoſe by * a learned and great man, as a Ue- 
fe among chriſtians, that there is not yet extant an 
hiſtoria nemejcus, a Judicious, impartial, and well at- 
teſted hiſtory of the divine vengeance, containing the 
moſt remarkable monuments of God's juſtice in the 
world. 


When he afflicts and plagues any of our neighbours, 


or brethren, or but Frangers, In an eminent manner, 
we are called to conſider his doings, that we*may /ea,n 
righteouſneſ., when the judgments of God 2re abroad in tie 
earth, Iſa. xXXvi. g. It 1s but fit that the puniſhment 


2 of ſome ſhould make other ſinners tremble. As wicn 


© Ananias and Saphira were {truck dead, ir is faid, Great 
g feer fell upon all that heard thoſe things, Ads v. 11. It 


15 mentioned as a fault, that when the izand of Gcd is 


# lifted up, men will not ſee and conſider it : and for 


this ſtupidity God often expreſſeth his di!caſure, ial. 
Pſal. xxviii. 4, 5. fa. v. i2, 13. Job xxxiv. 26. 


2 Micah vi. 9. We are commanced to take notice ot his 
2 powerlſuljultice in {auch examples, Re. vi. 1. Pfal. Ixvi. 


3. Come and ſee the works of God, he is terribie in his ao- 


7 zngs towards the children of men. Hs< is ſaid to viſit us, 


and come nigh to us in judgment as well as in mercy : 
and ſhall he viſit us, and we not take notice of it, or 


2 obſerve him 2 We cannot otherwiſe make a due im- 
2 provement of th-m, in order to ſuitable duty. 


Eſpecially ſhould it be thus, when any of our bre- 
thren, >* the ſame nation with us, meet with any more 


4 than ordinary rebuke of providence, as 1s the caſe'of 


he ORR 


qy amaica: not but that we ought to eye and own God, 


* Verulam de augment. ſcient. L. 2. c..1 1. 
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tho? the inſtances of his ſeverity be more remote, as in 
| the late extraordinary Earthquakes in Sicily. Yea, the 
execution of Gad's righteous judgments on the wicked, will 
make the righteous that ſee it, to fear and tremble, Pſal. 
lii. 6. The righteous doth -viſely conſider the houſe of the 
wicked, how God-overthroweth the wicked for their wicked- 
neſs, Prov. xxi. 12. All the great diſplays of God's 
Juſtice in the world, are fit to be regiſtered and remem- © 
bered by us, as teſtimonies to us of his being, holineſs, 
and righteous government. Come hither, ſays God, and | 
behold the works of the Lord, what deſolations he has made 
7n the earth, Pſal. xIvi. 8. 4 
Secondly, As we muſt obſerve and conſider theſe in- ;; 
ſtances of God's ſeverity upon others, ſo they are very * 
- proper to affe&t us with an holy awe and fear of God, *' 
e owns himſelf the author of all the deſolations © 
wrought in the earth. Earthly princes will have mat- 7 
ters of favour derived from themſelves, but all atts of '* 
| ſeverity they put off to ſubordinate agents. But God 
| will not ſtand on ſuch points, he rather profeſſeth to *: 
lay claim to all the memorable aC&ts of vengeance upon ©: 
F ſinful nations and people. Ir is he that ſhakes terribly 
 _ the earth, and rends the rocks, and makes the moun- ® 
tains tremble ; who overturns cities 'and countries, as © 
| in an inſtant ; who ſwallows up many hundreds and © 
| thouſands of perſons and families at once: And ſhall | 
E.- not we who hear of it, ſtand in awe of him ? We ſhould 
ſay on ſuch an occaſion, who hath an arm like God ?! 
We ſhould conſider, who can ſtand before him when he! 
is angry ! Who can contend with him ? Who would® 
not tremble in his preſence ? He who can caſt ſoul and? 
body into hell in a moment, can as ſoon cauſe his earth\* 
to open, and ſwallow up the ſtrongeſt, the largeſt, the 
moſt populous city upon earth, and turn it into a heap!?\ 
of aſhes, or a pool of water ; Ought not this God to. 
be feared ? FR , 
When his right hand does teach him terrible things, 
ſhall not the queſtion then be put, as Fob xii. 9. Wh 
knowelh not that the hand of the Lord has wrought this ?| 


Whe 
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When he ſhakes the heavens, and melts the mountains, and 
cleaves the valleys, as wax before the fire, and as water 
poured down a ſteep place, Micah 1. 4. he ſeemeth to ſay, 
T will work, and who ſhall let ® I will deſtroy, and who 
ſhall ſave ? I will lay my hand, ſays God, upon Egypt, 
and I will bring my people thence by my great od n 
ments. And it follows, The Egyptians ſhall know that I 
am the Lord, Exod. vii. 4, 5. The greatneſs andterrible- 
neſs of the calamity, in ſuch caſes, beſpeaks God to be Wd 
the author of it. Man cannot but take notice of his Wh 
hand, and inquire, H/berefore has the Lord done this, and | "* 
what means the heat of this great anger ? Deug. XXix. 24. TY 


| With God is terrible majeſty, he is almighty, we can- q 
not find him out. — Men do therefore fear him, Job = 


XXXVUL 22, 23, 24- . | 
. Whenhe makes the mountains tremble, and the earth 
> ſhake, our hearts ſhould tremble too, Fear ye not me, ſays 
” the Lord? and will ye not tremble at my preſence? Jer. v. 
22. Will ye not fear me who can open the cataracts of 
heaven above, or break up the fountains of the great deep 
below, and pour forth whole floods of vengeance when I 
pleaſe ? Who can rain hai! out of heaven, or kindlz thoſe 
exhalations and ſteams that are in the bowels and caverns 
of the earth, (as I cauſe thunder by giving fire to thoſe 
in the clouds) and make them force their way, to the 
overthrow and deſtruction of villages, and towns, and 
Cities, and countries, whenever I will ? Who can thyis 
ſuddenly turn a fruitful populous land, into an amaz- 
ing ſpectacle of deſolation and ruin ? 
If God but write bitter things upon the wall againft 
| Belſhazzar, his loins are looſed, and his Knees knock 
one againſt another. The great emperor Caligula runs 
under the bed at the noiſe of God's tabernacle, his 
thundering voice. And certainly God's ſhaking the 
earth, in fo terrible a manner as of late, may much 
more make us tremble. To this purpole it is elegantly 
deſcribed by the prophet, 1/a. xxiv. 17, 18, 19, 20. 
= Fear, and the pit, and the ſnare are upon thee, O inha- 
bitant of the egrth. And it ſhall come to paſs, that hd 
Co. 104 
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who fleeth from the noiſe of the fear, ſhall fall 
into the tit , and he that cometh up out of the midſt of the 
pit, ſhall be taken in the ſnare : for the windows from on 
high are open, and the foundations of the earth do ſhake. 
The earth is utterly broken down, the earth 1s clean dif- 
ſolved, the earth is moved exceedingly ; the earth ſhatl 
reel to and fro like a drunkard, and ſhall be removed like 
a cottage; and the tranſgreſſion thereof ſhall be heavy upon 
zt ; and it ſhall fall, and not riſe again. Upon ſuch ma- 
nifeſtations of divine power and juſtice, we may well 
cry out, Great and marvelious are thy works, O Lord 
Ged Almighty | Who would not fear thee, and glorify thy 
name, when thy judgments are thus manifeſt ? Rev. xv. 3, 4. 

Such a judgment as this of Earthquakes, . 1s eſpeci- 
ally proper to affect us with an awful fear of God, of 
his majeſty and power, his greatneſs and dominion, his 
lovereigaty and juſtice, He canſed the mountain to 
quake at the delivery of the law, when he would prove 
to the Jews that he was their Lord and Sovereign. When 
the centurion obſerved the Earthquake, at the death of 
Chriſt, he, and others, feared greatly, ſaying, truly 
this was the Son of God. | 

To this purpoſe we may conſider the Earthquake 
that did hinder the attempt of rebuilding the * Jewiſh 


temple, which the emperor Julian ſet a-foot to ſpite 


the Chriſtians, and to contradiCt the prophecy of our 
Saviour, and to oppole Moſes unto Chriſt. He gave all 
encouragement to the Jews, he provided them with all 
materials at his own charge. They with great joy and 
readincls fet about it. But when they began to ſearch 
the ground, in order to the laying of the foundation, 
the carth round about trembles with a horrible Earth- 


quake, and the flames on a ſudden break out, which © 


not only conſumed the undertakers, but a multitude of 
ſpectators too, and the materials prepared for the build- 
ins. This made an univerſal aftoniſhment, and ſtruck 


4 Amm. Marce!l. hiſt. I. 24. Chryſoft. Orat. 2. c Jud. So- 
Cr2tes, 1. 3; C. 17. vozomep, I. 5. c. 21. 


Julian 


E 


26. 6 Eg "2 C7090 ARA} Corona v4 Wy * Te bh arhett os” 

Lenny Oy by Ix. 7: 4, ED 6s R | OE Ps #2 wx. : I : 
ON DELLIOR "" \S+ = a Bra op CL _ . PS 0" w +< s 

4 Y ens, es. > © x w 5 A a 


(23 ] 

Julian himſelf with ſome fear ; fo that he gave over 
the attempt, and many of the Jev's were periwaded to 
receive the taith of Chriſt. About the ſame time, the 
Pagan temple at Delphos was deftroye:l by Karth- 
quakes, thunder and lightning. Such manucitations of 
his power challenge our fear. He looketh on the certh, 


and it trembleth; he toucheth the hills, and they ſmoke, 


 Nahum i. 5. The mountains quake before him, and the 
hills melt ; he removeth the mountains, and overturneth 
them in his anger ; he ſhaketh the earth cut of its place, and 
the pillars 1: ereof tremble, Job. 1x. 
And the rather ſhould we fear in ſuch caſes, becauſe 
they are often ſet forth as God's judicial aft. Theſe 
fiery meteors are turned by God's counſel, for co; ref7icn 
and judgment, Job xxxvii. The eerth ſhock and trumbled, 
the foundations of the bills were moved and fraxci, 5 becauſe 
he was wroth. There went up a ſmoak out cf his Neſtrits, 
and fire out of his mouth devoured ; coals were k:ndled by it, 
Pſ. xvii. 7, 8. 1 will ſhake the heavens, and the earth fall 
remove out of its place, in thewrath of the Lord of hoſts, and 
7n the day of his fierce anger, Va. x1. 193. Thisis brougtkt 
in, after God had ſaid, ver. 11. 1 will puniſh the world for 
their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity. I will cauſe the 
errogancy of the proud to ceaſe, end will lay low the haugh- 
tineſs of the terrible. Again, Tremble thou earth at the 
preſence of the Lord, at the preſence of the God of Jacob, 
P/al. cxiv. 7. Who can ſtand before his indignation, or 
abide the feerceneſs of his anger ? His fury burns like fire, 
end the rocks are thrown down by him, Nahum 1. 6. Thou 
ſhalt be vi/ited by the Lord of hoſts, with thunder and 
with Earthquakes, Ha. xXx. 6. that is, penaly, and judi- 
cially viſited. Wt: EE et I 
There are other Conſiderations, that ſhould make 
this judgment of Earthquakes the more affecting : as, 
the little warning they are commonly attended with; and 
the ſurprizing eftects that follow, able to aſtonith the 
molt valiant men of war, and make the molt courage- 


See more of this in the fol;owing chapters, 
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we muſt preſently grant z this is yet more diſmal, that, 


[ 24 ] 
ous ſpirits ſink and fall : For ſo they are repreſented, as 
trembling on this account, 1 Sam. Xiv. 15. | 
When the judgment comes unexpeCtedly, as a thief 
in the night : When God viſits a people by terrible 
things in righteouſneſs, and ſuch as they looked not 
for : When, to uſe the prophet's words, 1/a. v. 14. 


Hell has enlarged itſelf, and opened her mouth without 
meaſure , and their glory, and their multitude, and their 
pomp, and he that rejoiceth deſcends into it. When 
there is no time to flee, or method to eſcape, or poſſi- 


bility to reſiſt : when no fanfuary, or refuge remains; . 


no ſhelter is to be found in the higheſt towers, or the 
loweſt cellars ; when the earth opens on a ſudden, and 
becomes the grave of whole families, ſtreets, and ci- 
ties; and cffects this in leſs time than you are able to 


tell the ſtory of it; either ſending out a flood of 


waters to drown, or vomiting out flames of fire to 


_ conſume them ; or cloſing again upon them, that they 
die by ſuffocation, or- famine, if not by the ruins of 
their own dwelling. When parents and children, huſ- 


bands and wives, maſters and ſervants, magiſtrates, and 


miniſters, and people, without difference or diſtinCtion, 


inthemidſt of health, and peace, and buſineſs, are buried 
in a common ruin, and pals all together into the eternal 
world ; and there is only the difference of a few hours 
or minutes between a famous city and none at all ; 
they that have been in the neighbourhood of ſuch trage- 
dies, and beheld the diſmal effefts of ſuch a judgment 
on others, and yet have been preſerved, cannot but con- 
ſider it with trembling. Our own ſerious thoughts 
may help to affet us in like manner. Thus the late 
Earthquake at-Jamaica happened in a clear day, with- 


_ out warning or ſuſpicion; and in the ſpace of three mi- 


nutes, the town of Port-Royal was ſhaken and ſhat- 


tered to pieces, and ſunk into the fea, and the greateſt 


part of it under water. 
Now, if it be dreadful to have our country the ſeat 
of war, as they, whoſe caſe that is, will tell us, and 


Dy 
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® jn the midſt of peace, brings a worſe ruin than the ex- 
® tremity of war. If a raging peſtilence be dreadful, that 
? ſweeps away thouſands in a day, and ten thouſands in a 
2 night, as ſome of you can remember ; if a conſuming 
7 fire be an amazing judgment, which you of this city 
* have experienced ; an earthquake is not leſs, but more 
2 fo; when houſes and inhabitants, towns and cities, and 
7 countries, are all deſtroyed at one ſtroke, in a few mi- 1 
” nutes. Dat fignum ruina ; death is the only preſage of _ 
| ſucha judgment, without giving leiſure to prepare for 
2} another world, or opportunity to look for any ſhelter 
2 1n this. 
Z Who dothnot ſtart at the thought of ſuch a trembling 
7 of the earth? The more a man knows, the more is his 
2 aſtoniſhment. He hangeth the earth upon nothing, Job 
* xxvi. 7. For a man to fee] the earth, which hangeth up- 
* on nothing, (but as ſome vaſt ball in the midſt of a thin 
2 yielding air) totter under him, how can his ſoul chooſe 
' but be poſſeſſed with a ſecret fright and confuſion ? Us 
2 Methinks I tremble but to think of ſuch a trembling.© 
« I deſign not, faith biſhop Hal! *, to aftoniſh you q 
* with the relation of the Fearful effects which earth- * | 
quakes have produced in all ages, as it were eaſy to 
do out of hiſtories, and philoſophical diſcourſes, 
where you may ſee rocks torn in pieces, mountains a 
| 


not caſt down only but removed ; hills raiſed not our 
of valleys only, but out of ſeas ; fires breaking out of \} 
waters, {tones and cinders belched up, rivers changed, "ll; 
ſeas diſlodged, earth opening, towns ſwallowed up, 4 
and many other ſuch hideous events... Of which kind "F 
our own memory can furniſh us with many at home, 18 
altho* theſe colder climates are more rarely infeſted "1. 
with ſuch trightful accidents. 

© In what condition can a man be ſafe, ſaith Seneca 7, 
{peaking of Eartiquakes, whin the world itſelf is 
ſhaken ; and the only thing that paſſes for fixed and 
unmoveable in the univerſe, trembles and deceives 
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us ? Whither ſhall we fiy for ſecurity, if whereſo- 
ever we are, the danger %4 ſtill under our teet ? Up- | 
on the cracking of an houſe, every man takes himſelf 
to his heels, and leaves all to ſave himſelf. But what 
retreat is there, where that which ſhould ſupport us ; 
when the foundation not only of cities, but even of 


the world itſelf, opens and wavers? What help, or 1 


what comfort, where fear itſelf can never carry us off? 
An enemy may be kept at a diſtance with a wall; a 
caitle may put a ſtop to an army ; a port may protect 


us from the fury of a tempeſt; fire itſelf doth not 
follow him that runs away from it ; a vault may de-. | 


fend us againſt thunder ; and we may quit the place 
in þ peſtilence; there is fome remedy in all theſe 
evils : or, however, no man ever knew a whole na- 
tion deſtroyed by lightning. A plague may unpeople 
a town, but 1t will not carry it away. There 1s no 
evil of ſuch an extent, ſo inevitable, ſo greedy, and 
ſo publickly calamitous, as an earthquake : for it 
does not only devour houſes, families, and ſingle 
towns, but ruins whole countries and hations: either 


overturning, or ſwallowing them up, without ſo much 


as leaving any footſtep or mark of what they were. 
Some people have a greater horror for this death than 
any other ; to be taken away alive out of the number of 
the living « as if all mortals, by what means ſoever, 
were not to come to the ſame end, death. —And *'tis 
not a pin matter, whether I am cruſhed to pieces by 
one ſtone, or by a whole mountain ; whether I periſh 
vy the fall of an houſe, or under the burden of the 
whole earth; whether I be ſwallowed up alone, or 
with a thouſand more for company. 

* We ſhould therefore arm ourſelves againſt that 
blow, that can neither be avoided or foreſeen. And 
it 1s not the forſwearing thoſe places that we find in- 


feſted with earthquakes, that will do our buſineſs ; 


for there is no place that can be warranted againft 


them. What it the corth be not yet moved? it is | 


ſtill moveable : for the whole body of it lies under the 
* ſame 
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« ſame law, and expoſed to danger only ſome part at 
© one time, and ſome at another, As it 1s in grent Ct- 
ties, where all the houſes are ſubject to ruin, tho? 
they do not all fall together, fo in the body of the 
earth ; now this part tails, and then that. Tyre was 
formerly ſubject to earthquakes : : in Afatwelve cities 
were ſwallowed up in a night : Achaia and Macedonia 
have had their turns, and now Campania. The fate 
goes round, and ſtrikes at laſt where it hath a great 
while paſſed by. It falls out oftner, it is true, in 
ſome places than in others : but no place is totally 
free and exempt. And it 1s not only men, but cities, 
coaſts, nay the ſhores, and the very ſea itſelf, that 
ſuffer under the dominion of fate. And yet we are 
ſo vain as to promiſe ourſelves ſome ſort ot affurance 
in the goods of fortune ; never conſidering that the 
very ground we ſtand upon, is unſtable. And it is 
not the frailty of this or that place, but the quality of 
every ſpot of it ; for not one inch of it is fo compacted, 
as not to admit many cauſes of its reſolution. And 
tho? the bulk of the earth rgmain entire, the parts of 
it may yet be broken.” 
Thus the pagan philoſophers prepared themſelves, 
and others, for theſe accidents, as tor diſorders that. 
were inevitable ; and did not trouble themſelves with 
rhe thought of divine juſtice, which chaſtiſeth men by 
theſe dreadful puniſhments. But the common people, 
whoſe opinions were not ſo corrupted, reverenced the 
anger of heaven in theſe calamities ; and ſeeking for 
ſatety in ſuperſtition, endeavoured to appeaſe the evil 
ſpirits by ſacrifice, and ſo provoked the indignation of . 
God the more. Chriſtians, who are inftructed in a bet- 
ter ſchool, own theſe diſaſters as the puniſhment of ſin. 

« And of all the animadverſions that divine juſtice 
gives men, there 15 none more horrid, or leſs evitable 
* than this of * Earthquakes. For what aſſurance can 
* we hope for here below, it the earth quake under our 
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feet ? Where can we think to eſcape danger, if the 


molt ſolid thing of all the world do ſhake ? if that *' | 


which ſuſtains all other things about us, threaten us 
with ſinking under our feet * What ſanftuary ſhall 
we find to defend us from an evil that doth encompaſs 


us round ? And whither can we withdraw, it the 


gulphs, which open themſelves, ſhut up our paſſages 
on ail ſides? With what Horror are men ſtruck, 
when they hear the earth groan, when her trembling 
ſucceeds her complaints, when houſes are looſened 
from their foundations, when the roofs fall upon their 
heads, and the pavement ſinks under their feet ? 
What hope is there to be had in fo general a diſorder, 
when fear cannot be fenced by flight ? In other caſes 
there is ſome outlet whereby to eſcape an evil : an 
enemy 1s beaten from the bulwark he had poſſeſſed 
himſelf of ; earthworks are oppoſed to the thunder- 
ing cannon z; winds, which raiſe tempeſts, deliver us 


from them, and after having a long time toſſed us to * 


and fro, they caſt us on the ſhore : houſes ſerve us for 


{anCtuaries againſt the prone of the air and weather. . 


—If a man will reſign his goods to the fire, he may 
ſecure his perſon. Thunder hurts not thoſe who hide 


themſelves in caverns. When the peſtilence infects 
whole cities, we may ſhun the contagion by going 


into the country ; and it it diſpeople towns, it doth 
not throw down the Houſes. But an Earthquake in- 
cloſeth what it overthrows ; and wages war, not with 


ſome few houſes only, but whole provinces ; and 


ſometimes leaves nothing behind it, to inform poſte- 
rity of its outrages : more inſolent than fire, which 
{ſpares rocks; more greedy than the ſea, which vo- 
mits up ſhipwrecks ; more cruel than the conqueror, 
who ſpares walls : it ſwallows and deyours whatſoever 
it overturns.—The ſea is ſubject to its empire ; and 
mariners confeſs, that thoſe * val are moſt danger- 
ous, which are occaſioned by earthquakes.— 


©. This 


i 
L 
F 
at 
þO 
&; 
bo 
. 
5 
»& 
A 
wy 
x 
y'%.. 
Fe 
XY 
oy 
2 
vo 
— 
vo 
i= 
"IR 
- ng 
__ 
W.) 
bo 
22 
S, 
27 Y 
No 
" A 
Py 
,« 
«4A 
"= 
p 
Li > 
WE 
* f 
- 4 
©. 
_— 
Ba 1 
{5 * * 
"2 
ASS 
:.- 
WS + 
Ws 
nf 
Ta 
= 
4 
* 
-"* 
- &d 
K. 
© *ug 
me” 
PR, 
bf 
4 
vie 
oe 
72 
© 
4 
& 


[29 JJ 
< This misfortune is common to all kingdoms, fince. 
Z < man became criminal : all parts of the carth are be- 
*Z © come moveable ; and ſtedfaſtneſs muſt no longer be 
2 «© looked for in the world, ſince innocency is baniſhed 
2 © thence by injuſtice. This diſorder is the puniſhment 
Z «© of our ſin; and reaſon, as well as faith, doth ſufi- 
® «© ciently aſſure us, that the univerſe would never have 
2 © been agitated with theſe furious accidents, during the 
« ſtate of original righteouſneſs. Wherefore ſhould 
< God's anger have armed the elements againſt his faith- 
« ful and obedient ſubjects ? Wherefore ſhould he have - 
© overthrown all his works, to deſtroy innocent men ? 
Why ſhould it have overwhelmed the inhabitants of 
© the earth with the ruins thereof, if they had not 
© been ſinful? Why ſhould it have buried thoſe in 
© the bowels of the earth, who were not to die ? 
© Let us then conclude, that Earthquakes are the ef- 

« fects of 4in.” het 
; Such ſudden inſtances of divine judgment are threat- 
. ened in ſcripture as ſome of the moſt terrible ; and 
7 therefore the higheſt ſeverity is expreſſed by ſuch un- 
Z expected and ſudden ſtrokes : they are ſet forth ſome- 
= times by zhe breach of a wall, that catcheth a man ere 
> he be aware, and cruſheth him in pieces, 1/a. xxx. 12, 
13. Sometimes reſembled to a whirlwind, that comes 
ſuddenly, and carries all before it. And therefore 
God threatens, that obſtinate and incurable ſinners ſhall 


be deſtroyed at once, or ſhall be ſuddenly deſtroyed, and 
that without remedy, Prov. xxix. 1, 
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Such Inſtances of divine ſeverity ſhould teach us to reve- 
rence and adore the Divine power, and providence ; 
ſhould awaken us to repentance, excite moſt earneſt pray- 
er, occaſion thankfulneſs ſor our preſervation hitherto, 
and call upon us to truſt in God as cur only refuge, and 

2 zo ſecure his favour. 


'E T us further conſider, that under ſuch appear- 

ances of God, it becomes us to be thus affected, 

as matter of duty. If we have any becoming appre- 

henſions of the divine power, and the terrors"vf his 

} wrath; if we have any concern at his diſpleaſure, and 

| the manifeſtations of it ; if we have any thing of that 

i tenderneſs of ſpirit, that heart of fleſh, which is the 

| | great bleſſing of the new covenant, we ought to evi- 

| dence it on ſuch occaſions, by ſuitable aftections, in 

= order to the improvement of theſe providences for our 
|| own advantage. For inſtance, 


| 1. To reverence the divine Power and providence ; 
| . to confirm our minds in the belicf of it ; That verily 
| there is a God that judgeth in the earth ; that we may ſee, 
and know, and underſtand together, that the hand of the 
Lord has done this, and the Holy One of Iſrael hath cre- 
ated it : that God hath not forſaken the earth, but makes 
I! bimſelf known by the judgments that he executes. And 
|'i when they are thus manifeſt, it is ſaid, Al! nations ſha 
worſhip before thee, O. Lord Rev. xv. 4. and xix. 2. SO 
| when God executes judgment on the wicked, by ſu 
| den calamity, Pfal. Ivit. 7, 8, 9, it is added at the 
I 1th verſe, that thereupon a man ſhall ſay, Yerily there 
5 a reward for the righteous, verily there is a God that 
Judgeth in the earth. If he did not ſometimes appear _ 
in fuch atts of juſtice, men would be ready to fay, 
Frere is theGed of jirdement £ Mal. ni. 17. or with them, 
Job ix. 24. The earth is given into the hand of the wick - 
| ed; 
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s 4 ; if not, where, or who is he ? Where 7s be, who 

# ſhould puniſh them ? ho zs he, that calls them to an 
Z account ? And the wiſe man hath told us, that becauſe 
= /entence againſt an evil doer is not ſpeedily executed, there- 
= fore the heart of the ſons of men is fully ſet in them to do 
# evil, Ecclel. viii. 11. 

But when he looketh on the earth, and makes it 
tremble ; when he toucheth the hills, and they ſmoke, 
Pfal. civ. 22. When he ſhows himſelf to be wiſe in 
heart, and mighty in ſtrength, he removeth mountains, and 
they know it not ; he overturneth them in his anger. Who 
would not then reverence his power, and providence ? 
Read Numb. xvi. for an inſtance of it. 

Even the heathens have condemned thoſe for mad 
men, and diſtracted, who would fear nothing, no not 
an Earthquake, as it 1s ? obſerved by 2 riſtotle, con- 
cerning the Celtz, a barbarous people ; which makes 
it the more ſtrange that Seneca * ſhould be ſo much at 
a loſs about the divine agency in ſuch things, and 
aſcribe them only to natural cauſes. Whereas Ci- 
cero * reckons Earthquakes, with thunder, tempeſts, 
&c. to be one of the four ways by which the notion 
of a Ged is preſerved in the wor d, and the minds-of 
men awed with the apprehenſion of the divine Being. 

By ſuch acts of judgment and vengeance God is ſaid 
to ſhow himfelf, Pal. xciv. 1, 2, to confute the atheiſm 
of the world, and make man acknowledge his being 
and providence. By fuch things men are made to 
know, that God ruleth in Jacob, unto the ends of the 
earth, Pal. lvin. 13. Thus was Pnaraoh brought to 
acknowledge God, who at firſt deſpiſed him, ſaying, 
Who is the Lord, that I ſhould obey him ? 


9 Petri Victor. Comment. in Ariſt. de moribus, lib. 2. p. 160. 

x Seneca Quzſt. nat. lib. 6. cap. 3. - | 

2 Cicero de Nat. Deorum, 1. 2. $ 14. mentions Cleanthes, and 
other of the Stoicks to be of the ſame opinion. | See Leicoloper, 
in Cic. de Nat. Deorum, p. 227. | 
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2. Let us take heed of the like fins, that others 
have been guilty of, with whom God has dealt in ſuch 
ſeverity. Let us remember, he is a holy God, and 

Jealous of his honour, and will not ſuffer high pro- Þ 
. vocations always to go unpuniſhed. Others have 
ſmarted, who were guilty of ſuch and ſuch tranl- | 
greſſions, as are found amongſt us ; why ſhould me | 
expect to eſcape, it we continue under the like guilt ? Þ 
By judgments upon one nation, God warns another, | 
that except the bee! repent, they may expect to periſh. | 
Thus Tyrus fhall be devoured with fire, Aſhkelon (ſays } 
God) ul fee it and fear ;, Gaza and Ekron ſpall bel 
very ſorrowful, Zech. ix. 2,4, 5. When Jonah was | 
| thrown over-board, and the ſtorm quelled, the men 
| feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered ſacrifices, in 
ſt the ſenſe of their own fins. Much more, when God 
3 executes remarkable judgments on ſuch as are noto- | 
ll riouſly wicked. All men will fear, and declare theſe 7 
ll works of God, if they wiſely conſider of his doings, 
| Pfal. Ixiv. 9g. If we will not be warned by the ex-} 
 amples of others, we may expe&t to be made exam- | 
ples ourſelves. Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities | 
ll of the plain, are ſet forth as an example unto us, Jud. | 1 
| vii. The man that will do preſumptuouſly, even that man { 
| ſpall die, Deut. xvii. 12, 13. And ol! the people ſhall bear, | 
and fear, and do no more preſumptuouſly. God ſingled | 
out the Galileans, whoſe blood Pilate mingled with |, 
their ſacrifices, and thoſe on whom the tower of Silo- | 
am fell, to tell the Jews, except they did repent, they | ; 
ſhould alſo periſh : and, within a few years, upon their | 
| negle&t of theſe inſtructive examples, thouſands and |, 
ten thouſands of them had their blood, as it were, ming- | 
led with their ſacrifices ; being ſlain 'by multitudes in | 
the temple, the place of their offerings ; and no lels| 4 
nuinber periſhing in the fall and ruin of their walls, | L 
and buildings battered down by the Romans. When L 
ths the Ifrzxlites round about ſaw Korah and his company 
de- 
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devoured of the earth, they ran away at the cry of 
them, and ſaid, leſt the earth ſwallow us alſo. 

By what we have ſeen of God's ſeverity 'on others, 
we ſhould run away trembling from the gulph of God's 
deſerved judgments, by running from thoſe ſins, which 
may bring the like on us, which others have felt. 
'Twas the great aggravation of Belſhazzar's pride, 
that he humbled not himſelf, though he knew the 
judgment God had executed on his father for that very 
fin. He that will run into a bog, wherein others have 
plunged themſelves, in his view, is guilty of double 
folly, of adventuring raſhly, and of not taking warn- 
ing. Herodotus tells us, that upon tie ſ:atue of Ze- 
nacherib, after the angel of the Lord had ſlain an hun- 
dred and eighty-five thouſand of his army, 11a. Xxxvui. 
36. it was engraven, 


_ Diſcite Juſtitiam moniti, & non temnere Divos 2 
Let him that looks on me, learn to fear God. 


3 He hath a thouſand other judgments in reſerve, if the 
ſame we ſee inflicted on others, do not overtake us. 


2 Not only ſtormy winds and tempeſts are in his treaſu- 
| hat h in £1 d fire and brimft | 
Zry, that he can rain ſnares, and fire and brimſtone, anc 


| Fan horrible tzmpeſt on the wicked ; but he has arrows 
L 


Jof judgment in his quiver of various ſorts, or is able 


Fc 
"he 


to repeat the ſame, when he pleaſeth. God will never 
 Awant ways and methods to puniſh a wicked people. 
: ZAIll creatures in the earth, and air, and ſea, are his ſer- 
vants, He hath hoſts ard armies of them, above and 
' under ground, to be the inſtruments « his juſtice, 
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3. Let it excite our more earneſt prayers for pre- 
ervation, and deliverance from ſuch judgments, as 
w thers have ſuffered by. We ſee, if God be not for 

ns, but againſt us, how ſuddenly, how dreadfully he 
can puniſh, and deſtroy any people. How earneitly 


Hhould we pray, Lord, ſpare thy people, and deliver _— 
HO - RT | : 


2 


uS 
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us from ſudden death. The lcuder, and the more re- 
peated our warnings are, and the juſter our fears of 
approaching calamity, the more importunately ſhould 
we pray, as that captain, 2 Kings 1. 12, 14. When 
two before him, with their fifties, had been deſtroy- 
ed, fell upon his knees before the prophet, ſaying, O 
man of God, let my life, and the lives of theſe fifty of thy il 
ſervants be precious in thy fight : Behold there came fire 
from heaven, and burnt up the two captains with the | 


former fifties; O let my hife be precious in thy ſight. 


Let us pray for the diverſion of ſuch judgments, but 
endeavour to form our ſpirits to a preparedneſs for the 
whole good pleaſure of God ; and bring them to a | 
conditional ſubmiſſion to the divine will, as to our 
own ſhare in 'any national deliverance we pray for. 
We muſt own that we deſerve, that the over-flowing | 
ſcourge ſhould not paſs away from us, and that we 
know not whether it ſhall or no ; but we ought to pray 
alway, Father, glorify thine own name, and help us 
to glorify it ; and let us be pleaſed that thou ſhouldelt 3 
do ſo, in thine own way ; which we are not compe-| 
tent judges of, We lic at thy foot, and own that thou} 
art juſt, and wiſe, and holy, and infinitely ſo : Lord, 
ſave us, if it be conſiſtent with thy glory to ſave ſuch} 
a people; and help us to adore thee in the way of thy! 
unſearchable judgments, it by that method thou wilt? 
glorify thyſelf. * We are not fit to judge of God's} 
works of providence ; nor can we comprehend how}! 
far his glory, in the accompliſhment of his great and 
cternal purpoſes, may be ſublerved and promoted by? 
ſuch temporal calamities, as we would deprecate. 


4. Let us thankfully own our preſent ſafety, our! 
preſervation hitherto, that when others have been de-} 
itroyed, we are yet ſpared. God maniteſted glorious} 
power in making the earth to ſhake z but it was frees 
mercy that it did but ſhake and tremble in our iſland. 


His ſovereign mercy has hitherto made a difference be-* 


tween us and other people : we are ſpared, when other} 
coun 
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countries are deſtroyed. Let us ſtand, and behold the 
ſeverity of God on them ; but adore his goodneſs un- 
to us, that we are not ſurprized in our fins. He 1s 
righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works. 
He is a God of truth, and without iniquity ; juſt and 
right is he. ' So we muſt own him in his moſt terrible 
judgments on others. But to us he is a God of pati- 
ence and long-{uffering, and ſo we muſt acknowledge 
and adore him. How did the Iſraelites triumph in 
the God of their ſalvation, when they eſcaped, and the 
Egyptians were drowned ? Why might not thoſe of 
Jamaica and Sicily, have been warned by our exam - 


ple, as we are admoniſhed by theirs ? How is it, that. 


God has not enlarged, or repeated the commiſſion of 
the Earthquake among us, that did but gently give 
us notice of what he might have done? Let us bleſs 
God, that he did not ſhake the earth, fo as to open 
and ſwallow us up quick; and that he has not repeat- 
ed it, becauſe of our provoking ſecurity ſince: let us 
be thankful, that when our houſes rolled, they did 
not tumble. NE | 

To ſome countries, and fome people, he is known 
by the judgments that he executes; but to us and ours 
by the judgments that he diverts. To us he is known 
by his adorable long-ſuffering, by his manifold deli- 
verances, notwithitandng our repeated, aggravated 
crimes, ſo as to make us even the wonder of the 
world : for ſo we are, in that, having ſuch enemics, 
and ſuch national guilt, we have yet ſo many national 
bleſſings, to commemorate from time to time ; and 
the liberty of doing ſo in publick aſſemblies. God 


makes himſelf known to our neighbours round about, 


by the calamities of war, by the barbarity of ſoldiers, 
and the fury of the o7preſſor ; and to others in remote 
countries, by defolating earthquakes : but to us, b 


3 merciful' preſervations, and many of the blefiings of 
| 246th To Amalek, and Edom, and Babylon, he is 


nown by deſtructive judgments ;. but in Judah, and 
in Jeruſalem, and in Sion his dwelling-»lace, he makes 
himſelf known ia another manner. Though the pro- 
A 2 2 fe. 
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feſſion of the truth, and the knowledge and worſhip 
of the true God in any place, is no ſufficient ſecurity 
againſt ſuch a judgment : for how terribly was Anti- 
och (where the diſciples were firft called Chriſtians) 
afflifted with Earthquakes ; and ſome of the famous 
ſeven cities, whence the Aſian churches are denomi- 
nated, deſtroyed by Earthquakes ? 

As to Antioch, we read, that in the emperor * Tra- 
Jan's time, A. D. 115, or, according to others, Anno 
Iii, Who ſucceeded Nerva in the Roman empire, af- : 


| ter his conqueſts in Armenia, and his obtaining the 


title of Optimus, he returned to Antioch, and there 
made ſome ſtay, but was affrighted with a moſt ter- 
rible Earthquake, which afflicted other cities, but 
eſpecially this, in an unheard-of manner. By the fall 
of houſes, and rubbiſh, and other means, a vaſt num- 


| ber of people periſhed ; ſo that the town being full 
' of ſtrangers, who came thither for law-ſuits, upon 


meſſages, or other buſineſs, the court being then there 
all the winter, there was no nation, that received not 
loſs from ſo great a calamity. Trajan himſelf eſcaped 
out of a window, being, it is ſaid, drawn out by one 
of a more than human proportion. And though the 
Earthquakes ceaſed, he continued in the open air for 
many days. The hill Coraſius was fo ſhaken, that its 
higher parts fell down, and it looked as if it would 


tumble on the city. Other mountains were levelled ; 


waters broke out where none before appeared ; and 


fountains which formerly poured out water, were ſtop- 
_ ped up. BE 
About the ſame time, in Trajan's time, Orofius 4 


mentions 102 cities of Aſia overturned by Earth- 
quakes. And, afterwards, in Juſtinian's time 5, Clu- 
verius mentions another Earthquake at Antioch, that | 
deſtroyed above 40,000. And by * another Earth- | 


3 Hewel's General Hiſt. vol. 2. p. 883. Dion. Caf. Trajan. cap. 
18. Dio Xiphtylin. Le Sijeur Hiſt. d e Egliſe, An. de. N.S. 115. 

4 P. Oroſi Hiſt. 1. 7. cap. 12. 

5 Cluverius 2d An. Doin. 528, 

© Ibid. ad An, Dom. 602. 
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[37] 
quake there, ſixty-one years after the former, in the 
time of the emperor Mauritius, 60,000 periſhed. 

The preſervation of our city and nation, while 
others were deſtroyed by this judgment formerly, and 
of late, ſhould make us thankful. The like may 
be amplified as to particular families and perſons : the 
bright fide of the cloud is to thee, while the dark one 
is to others : as a God of juſtice and ſeverity he ap- 
pears to others, as a God of grace and compatſlion to 
thee. 

How many falvations has God wrought for us of 
late, for this nation, and for this city ; pro:onging our 
tranquillity and peace, and keeping off publick cala- 
mities from us ! How often has he diſappointed and 
defeated our enemies deſigns and attempts againſt us ! 
It is well if our ingratitude do not, at laſt, provoke 
him to ſay, as to his ancient people, Judg. x. 11. 12, 
= 13. Did I not deliver you from the Egyptians 2 &c. Yet 
= you have forſaken me, therefore will I deliver you no 
2 more. 


6. Let it awaken us to clear up our intereſt in God, 
J as our only refuge and ſhelter. It he be our God 
in covenant, we need not fear, though the earth be 
removed, and the mountains be caſt into the ſea; 
though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though 
the mountains shake with the ſwelling thereof, Pal. xlvi. 
1. Our hearts may be eſtabliſhed and fixed, ruſting ir 
the Lord, ſo as not to: fear any evil tidings, Pſal. cxit. 7, 
73. We may poſſeſs our ſouls in peace ; for God. will 
keep them in perfef peace, whoſe minds are ſtayed on the 
* Lord, Ifa. xxvi. 2. They may ſay when it thunders, 
; it is the voice of my Fathe-, and when the earth tiem- 
2 bles, it is the tread of his foot : or, with David, The 
* Lord is my refuge, the Lord 1s my habitation, what need 
T1 be afraid? Pal. xci. g. A retuge is a place of re- 
7 treat and ſafety in a time of war : an habitation is a 
7 place of abode in a time of peace: at all times and in 
2 all conditions ſuch are provided for : the Lord is my 
D 3 i hiding- 


| [ 38 ] 
hiding-place and my ſhield, therefore will I hope in his 
word, Pſal. cxix. 114. He will either keep me out 
| of danger, or defend me when I am expoſed to it : ei- 
ther what I fear ſhall not overtake me, God will be 
my. hiding-place ; or, it it do come, it ſhall not hurt 
me, God will be my ſhield, = 


He has promiſed to be with me in the fire, and 


in the water: He has bid me not to be diſmayed ; il 
for I am with thee, I am thy Ged, T will ftrengthen | 

and help thee, and uphold thee with the 1ight hand i 
of my righteouſneſs, Ia. xli. 10. and xlii. 2. He iſ 
will cover me with his feathers, and under his wings | 


I ſhall be ſafe: I may abide under his ſhadow, and | 


dwell ſafely from the fear of evil. Now it 1s one | 


great end of ſuch extraordinary appearances of God, 


to bring men to adore and ſeek after God : Joel þ 


tl. 30. 1 will hew wonders in the heavens, and in 
the carth, &c. before the great and terrible day of the 


| 


Lord; and whoſoever shall call on bis name, ſhall be | 


ſaved. 


Our buſineſs therefore is to make peace with God ; | 


to acquaint ourſelves with God, and be at peace with 
him ; and then good ſhall come unto us, and the Al- 
mighty himſelf ſhall be our defence, 10 as we need not fear, 


Joo xxii. 21. Let what will come to paſs, ſuch ſhall} 


be ſafe who, are under the covenant-love and care of 
God. And it 1s his preſence alone is able toſecure us. 
Good men have always thought ſo, even when they had 
the greateſt aſſiſtance for outward ſecurity : O Lord, we 
reſt on thee alone, ſays Aſa, 2 Chron. xiv. 8. When 
. he had an army that bare targets and ſpears out of 
Judah, to the number of $00,000, and near as many 
out of Benjamin, that bare ſhields and drew bows, viz. 
| 280,000 ; yet he overlooks all this, and reſts on God 
alone. So did Jehoſaphat, 2 Chron. xvii. 14, 15, 16, 
with an army of 1,160,000 fighting men, beſides his 
garriſons ; and yet chap. xx. 12. he ſays, We have no 
might againſt thoſe that come againſt us, but our eyes art 

| | | uno 
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unto thee. 1,160,000 fighting men in the field, and 
yet had'no might but what he expetted from the pre- 
ſence of God. All our ſtability and ſatety depends up- 
on God as our keeper. If it be asked, is it in your ar- 
mies, and officers, and commanders ? they mult ſay, 
no, It is not in us. Is it in your fleets, and navies, and 
admirals ? It muſt be ſaid, it is not in them. Is it in 
your allies and confederates ? It muſt be ſaid ſtil], Ls 
not in them. In your caſtles, and garriſons, and fortfi- 
cations, in the ſituation of your country, or the num- 
bers of your people ? &c, It is not in them. In no 
human power, policy, cunning, correſpondencies 
abroad, or councils at home ; nothing but in God, who 
1s the Keeper of Iſrael ; and therefore to be at peace 
with him is our only ſafety. TOs 

It he be our rock and refuge, we may depend on | 
him, and find ſecurity; all other foundations and "| 
buildings are weak and tottering ; but the foundation | 
of God ſtands ſure : The Lord knoweth who are his, | 
and he can and will take care of them, though the "ot 
earth tremble under your feet, or you fink into the | 
bowels of it. He can own and diſtinguith you even in WH 
ſuch a calamity, by a temporal ſal: ation, as 442. 1585, 
when a certain hill near Berne in Switzerland, was vig. li! 
lently removed by an earthquake, and covered a whole j 
8 village that had go families in it,- one half houſe only "I 
excepted, wherein the maſter of the family was pray- RH 
ing with his wife and children : * Polanus relates ir, be 
who lived in thoſe parts. By an Earthquake at Con- il 
ſtantinople, wherein 1 2,000 men periſhed, Ar. 1509, 0g 
many of the Turkiſh moſques fell, but the Chriſtian Wi) 
temples ſtood firm, 7 And other inſtances may be " + 
given of the like, Wi 


IM 5 Polani Syntagma, p. 841. | oþ 

7 An. 1663. ' in inſula Canada horrendi terre motus ſentuntur. | " 
Hezc tempeſtas ingentem Terrarum tra&tum infeitavit : & Barba- .. 4 
ros, Chriſtianis interim incolumious, gravi damno affecit, Uluve- | j 


Tius, p. 168, 
| D 4 God 


biding-place and my ſhield, therefore will 1 hope in his 


for I am with thee, I am thy God, I will flrengthen 3 


Lord; and whoſoever Shall call on his name, ſhall be i 
3 


him ; and then good ſhall come unto us, and the A!- 


. he had an army that bare targets and ſpears out of | F 
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word, Pſal. cxix. 114. He will either keep me out 
of danger, or defend me when I am expoſed to it : ei- 
ther what I fear ſhall not overtake me, God will be 
my hiding-place ; or, it it do come, it ſhall not hurt 
me, God will be my ſhield. 

He has promiſed to be with me in the fire, and 
in the water: He has bid me not to be diſmayed ; 
and help thee, and uphold thee with the 1ight hand % 
of my righteouſneſs, Iſa. xli. 10. and xlii. 2. He il 
will cover me with his feathers, and under his wings * 
I ſhall be ſafe: I may abide under his ſhadow, and 
dwell ſafely from the fear of evil. Now it is one 
great end of ſuch extraordinary appearances of God, 
to bring men to adore and ſeek after God : Joel k 
tl. 20. I will hew wonders in the heavens, and in 
the earth, &c. before the great and terrible day of the | 


aved. 
Qur buſineſs therefore is to _ peace with God ; i 
to acquaint ourſelves with God, and be at peace with 4 


mig hiy himſelf foal! be our defence, ſo as we need not fear, 
Jo xxii. 21. Let what will come to paſs, ſuch ſhall | 4 
be fate who are under the covenant-love and care of | 
God. And it 1s his preſence alone 1s able toſecure us. | 
Good men have always thought ſo, even when they had | : 
the greateſt Tons for outward ſecurity : © O Lord, wel; 
reſt on thee alone, ſays Aſa, 2 Chron. xiv. 8. When | 


Judah, to the'number of 300,000, and near as many | 
out of Benjamin, that bare ſhields and drew bows, viz. 
280,000 ; yet he overlooks all this, and reſts on God 
alone. So did Jehoſaphat, 2 Chron. xvii. 14, 15, 16, 
with an army of 1,160,000 fighting men, beſides his | 
TIRE 1 ; and yet chap. XX. 12. he ſays, We have no 
ig egainſt theſe that come againſt us, but our eyes art 
unto\f 
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unto thee. 1,160,000 fighting men in the field, and 
yet had no might but what he expefted from the pre- 
ſence of God. All our ſtability and ſaiety depends up- 
on God as our keeper. If it be asked, is it in your ar- 
mies, and officers, and commanders ? they mult ſay, 
no, it is not in us. Is it in your fleets, and navies, and 
admirals ? It muſt be ſaid, it is not in them. Is it in 
your allies and confederates ? It muſt be ſaid ſtil}, it is 
not in them. In your caſtles, and garriſons, and fortifi- 
cations, in the ſituation of your country, or the num- 
bers of your people ? &c, It is not in them. In no 
human power, policy, cunning, correſpondencies 
abroad, or councils at home ; nothing but in God, who 


is the Keeper of Iſrael ; and therefore to be at peace 


with him is our only ſafety. 

It he be our rock and refuge, we may depend on 
him, and find ſecurity; all other foundations and 
buildings are weak and tottering ; but the foundation 
of God ſtands {ure : The Lord knoweth who are his, 
and he can and will take care of them, though the 
earth tremble under your feet, or you link into the 
bowels of it. He can own and diſtinguiſh you even in 
ſuch a calamity, by a temporal ſal: ation, as /4z. 1585, 
when a certain hill near Berne in Switzerland, was vig. 
lJently removed by an earthquake, and covered a whole 
village that had go families in it, one half houſe only 
excepted, wherein the maſter of the tamily was pray- 
ing with his wife and children : * Polanus relates it; 
who lived in thoſe parts. By an Earthquake at Con- 
ſtantinople, wherein 1 3,000 men periſhed, 4. 1509, 
many of the Turkiſh moſques fell, but the Chriſtian 
temples ſtood firm. 7 And other inſtances may be 
given of the like, 


® Polani Syntagma, p. $41. | 

7 An. 1663. in inſula Canada horrendi terrz motus ſentiuntur- 
Hzc tempeſtas ingentem Terrarum tra&um infeſtavit : & Barba- 
ros, Chriſtianis interim incolumious, gravi damno aftecit. Gluve- 
Tius, p. 168, | 
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God is an unchangeable refuge, and by intereſt in 
him we are ſure of a building not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. Though our earthly dwellings 
ſhould be ſwallowed up, our fouls are ſafe, our por- 
tion is ſecure : for when this earthly tabernacle is diſ- 
ſolved into duſt, by that or any other calamity, yet | 
ſhall we not miſs of eternal bleſfſedneſs in the heavenly | 
manſions : And there are no ſtorms or tempeſts, no 
commotions or tremblings there. 55, 


SESSSSS S900: 09:0:640406444 $4:% 
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We ouzht not to cenſure others, becauſe of ſuch calamities, 
as greater ſinners than thoſe who eſcape : much leſs 
ſhould we paſs a judginent on their eternal ſtate, becauſe 
they are cut off ſuddenly by a temporal judgment. 


4- O apply this : x. Let us not then excuſe or | 
encourage ourſelves, by cenſuring others, as | 
1 greater ſinners than we, on whom -more terrible judg- 
[|| ments have been inflicted : for except we repent, we 
| muſt alſo periſh. This is the expreſs declaration of | 
ſi Chriſt, upon the account given him of thoſe on whom 
| the tower of Siloam fell, and of the Galileans, whoſe 
| blood Pilate had mingled with their ſacrifices, Luke 
Xi11. 5. As to theſe Galileans their crime is not cer- 
tain : ſome think they brought this judgment upon 
_ themſelves by their ſedition, as conſpiring againſt 
the Koman Government ; intermixing ſome acts of re- 
ligion as the bond of their conſpiracy ; which Pilate 
hearing of, ſurprized them in the act, and put them to 
death : others think they were the followers of Judas 
| of Galilee, mentioned Af v. who ſeduced many from 
l their obedience to the Roman emperor ; and that they 
it were Jews coming up to the paſlover to ſacrifice, and | 
in _there he fel} upon them. Others ſuppoſe them to be Sa» 
maritans, and that they were ſlain, worſhipping in their 
in | | temple 
|. oo 
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temple on mount Gerizim ; but called Galileans, from 
Judas the head of the faction: and the hatred of the 
Tews againſt the Samaritans might occaſion that ſevere 
and bitter cenſure. W hatever the occaſion was of their 
ſufferings, our Lord condemns the cenſure of them as 
greater ſinners- on that account , for tho* ſometimes 


men guilty of provoking ſins, are followed with ſuch 


remarkable judgments, that it would be ſtupid impiety 
not to obſerve the hand of God therein, as in the cale 
of Herod, As xii. 6c. yet God may chooſe out ſome 
to be examples and warnings to others, who are not 
greater ſinners than they. ?*Tis true, ſome mens ſins 
a:e1o vilible, as to be open before-hand, going before 
to jucgment, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Trm.v. 26 (They 
ars "e'Jnau, manifeſt to the judgment of all men, 
- before they come to be laid open at the laſt day : they go 
to judgmen. before the ſinners themſelves are brought 
thither.) When ſuch notorious crimes are followed 
with extroaordinary puniſhments, /the conneCtion and 
relation between them muſt not be denied : but other- 
wiſc we ſhould judge charitably of the ſufferers. 

We muſt not make a raſh and haſty judgment of the 
providences of God, or interpret the voice of his rod 
by uncertain gueſſes of our own. We may eaſily be 
too curious in prying into the ſecrets of providence ; 
for his judgments are a great deep; and of many of 
them we may ſay with Aſaph, when thought to know 
this, it was too wonderful for me, He hath not 
thought fitto giveus afull account of all his deſigns and 
ends, why ſuch who are not greater ſinners than others, 


are ſometimes puniſhed more. In ſuch enquiries we 


ſhall ſoon get out of our depth, ſo as to ſwim in difſa- 
tisfaction, or-ſink into diſtruſt, if we ſuffer our curio- 
ſity to ſtretch itſelf too far. 


Therefore after Solomon had told us, Eccleſ. vii. 15. 


that there is a juſt man who periſhes in his righteoul- 
neſs, and a wicked man on the contrary who prolong- 
eth his lite in his wickedneſs; he adds in the next 
verſe, Be not righteous over-much, nor make thyſelf over- 


wi/e : 
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wiſe : that is, do not think thyſelf more righteous than 
_ rien to whom ſuch a judgment befals ; nor make 

f over wiſe, 7. e. do not pretend to be able infal- 
lit to expound this riddle, and to know the meaning 
of divine providence in ſuch a diſpenſation ; for one e- 
vent may befal the righteous and the wicked, Eccleſ. ix. 
I1. The great apoſtle may have his hand arreſted with 
a viper ; and yet none but Barbarians would conclude, 
upon that account, that he is followed with divine ven- 
geance, ACtS XXVINL 4. 

We read of 257,000 killed by the fall of a wall at 
Aphek, 1 Kings xx. 30. As ſometimes appeals have 
maci2 to God in the high places of the field, and yet 
the ſucceſs of the war hath not always been on the juſter 
ſide. The Benjamites were engaged in an ill cauſe, 
and yet were victorious over the other tribes, Judg. xx. 
The ark of God hath been taken by the Fhililines. 
Children are ſometimes cut off for the ſins of parents, 
as 1 Kings xv. 30. chap. xvi. and xvil. 

God acts as a ſovereign in theſe things. The ſuck- 
ing infants of Babylon muſt periſh by the ſword, and 
their brains be-daſhed out : and the little children of 
Sodom and Gomorrah were burnt with their parents, 
by fire from heaven: concerning which God faith, 
FEzek. xvi. 20. I took away young and old, as T ſaw pood. 
| He doth what he pleaſeth, and who can ſay unto him, 
That deft thou ? He doth not think fit to give us now 
a full account of all his matters, or to ſay all that he 
can in juſtification of his preſent providence, Job xxx111, 

2. Ita. xIvi. g. Dan. iv. 34. But the great day of the 
rauletion of hs righteous FW of God, will nriddle 
all theſe things, and ſcatter all thoſe clouds, and re- 
move all thoſe difficulties that now puzzle us. 

Much leſs ſhould we conclude concerning their eter- 
nal ſtate, who are cut off by ſome temporal judgment. 
We have no warrant or authority to fit as coroners on 
the ſouls of deceaſed perſons. It would be very un- | 
charitable to conclude, that all the Iſraelites were ſhut 
out of heaven, who died in the wilderne! s, and by the | 
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righteous judgment of God were not permitted to enter 
irto Canaan : or that the inquiſitive Bethſhemites, or 
U7zza, and others that have been ſtruck dead for un- 
warrantable actions, did periſh to eternity. There is a 


veil of darkneſs upon, many ſuch works of providence : 


but what we know not now, we ſhell know hereafter, John 
Xiti. 7. Good Joſiah may die in a battel as well as 


wicked Ahab ; - and Nebuchadnezzar may have a proſ- 


perous reign of 40 years as well as David. Eternal 
love and hatred are not known by theſe things. We 
muſt not conclude a man ty be certainly wicked, be- 
cauſe he is cut off by a ſudden death, or doth not go 
to his grave in peace. 

Think not, ſays Chriſt, that they were greater ſinners 
then others, who were thus ſudcenly and exemplarily 
cut off; that is, you cannot for that reaſon, and barely 
on that ccount, ſo ſuppoſe and judge of them. He 
doth not deny that they were greater ſinners, but only 


aſſerts that their greater ſufferings will not prove that 


they were ſo : for it is agreeable enough to the wiſdom 
of divine government, (or of any government) that, 
when many perſons are equally guilty, ſome may be 
ſelected to be examples and warnings to others, when 
others no leſs criminal are ſpared. Other nations, as 


bad as Sodom and Gomorrah, have not been d. ſtroyed 


by fire trom heaven. We muſt adore divine juſtice in 


the puniſhment of a wicked people, but his ſovereignty 


muſt be owned in the choice of ſubjefts. We ſhould 


be very partial to ourſelves, and uncharitable to our 
-neighbours and br thren, if we conclude them to be 
greater ſinners than we, becauſe they have ſuffered 


more. | repeat this, as knowing that we are very apt 
to condemn ſuch perſons, who are thus examples in 


ſuffering, and to hug ourſelves as more righteous than. 


they, becauſe we are ſpared. 

But as to ourſelves, and our own caſe, we ought to 
know that God: will not always bear to have his merci- 
ful warnings contemned, to have numberleſs extraor- 
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dinary . mercies abuſed, to have leſſer judgments upon 
us, and his more remarkable ſeverity upon others, diſ- 

regarded, We ought ſtill to remember and conſider 
it, that, Except we repent, we are like to periſh. 


CHAP. IV. 


What fear of evils to come is lawful, how far a duty, axd 
when ſinful. Of ag ran fear of future calamity : in- 


ſtances of it as a aivine puniſhment. What little 
ground we have to expeff a much longer reprieve; we 
have none for ſecurity and confidence. The doubt- 
fulneſs of our caſe ſhould awaten our utmoſt concern 
. and care to prevent deſiruttion. 


2.} ET us therefore apprehend the caſe to be exceed- 
ing hazardous as to our city and nation ; when 
we have had ſo many warnings, and are not aw kened 
ro repentance and reformation. Beſides the natural 
fear of approaching evil, which is not to be condemn- 
ed as a file, becauſe inevitable, there is a ſinful fear 
of evils to come, and of the tidings of them; proceed- 
ing either from ignorance of God, forgetfulne!s of his 
care, or diſtruſt of his providence, or as unſuitable to 
the nature, kind, and degree, and duration of the evils 
we apprehend : ſuch a fear, as hinders us in the per- 
formance of our preſent duty, that infeebles our ſpirits, 
and weakens our hands as to the uſe of lawful means ; 
l or puts us upon the uſe of prohibited unlawful ones : 
th ſuch a fear, as takes off the tweetneſs of our preſent 
1 mercies, by the apprehenſion and fear of future evil ; 
ji whereby we reflect upon God's government, and over- 
ll look his promiſes of ſupport and deliverance, and be- 
" come unprepa'ed to encounter the evils, that we may 
It be called to ſuffer, . 
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However, there is a fear of probable, threatened, 
and approaching calamity, that is both allowable and 
commendable; a fear of caution and circumſpeCtion, 
to excite us to prepare for the worſt; to put on our ar- 
mour, and make proviſion for an evil day. David 
wanted ſuch a fear, when he ſaid within himſelf, that 
his mountain was ſo ſtrong that it could not be moved, 
Pfal. xxx, 6, It is ſuch a fear, as is oppoſite to ſinful 
preſumption and hardneſs of heart. And therefore le/- 
ſed is the man that feareth always, in this ſenſe, Prov. 
XXViii 14. But he that is fearleſs, and hardeneth his 
heart, ſhall fall into miſchief, We may and ought ſo 
far to fear, and apprehend the poſſibility, and ſometimes 
the likelihood oi bearing our ſhare in the like ſuffer- 
ings, as our brethren ieel, ſo as may prevent our ſecu- 
rity, and ſertling onour lees, and a fooliſh confidence, 
that the cup of trembling, which our brethren have 
drunk fo deep of, ſhall never be pur into our kands 

It may farther be conſidered, that there is alſo a pe- 
nal fear of future evils, which God inflicts as a puniſh- 
ment on ſuch with whom he is diſpleaſed : Deut. xxvit. 
64, 65. The Lord ſhall ſcatter thee among a!l people, from 
the one end of the earth even to the other , and there thou 
ſhalt ſerve other Gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers 
have known, even wood and ſtone. And among theſe nations 
ſhalt thou find no eaſe, neither ſhall the ſole of thy foot have 
reſt : but the Lord ſhall give thee there a trembling heart, 
and failing of eyes, and ſorrow of mind. The wicked na- 
tions which inhabited the promiſed land, were driven 
out by ſuch fears : for theſe ſeem to be the hornets, that 
God ſent amonglt the Canaanites, and Amorites, to 
drive them out of the land, Joſh. xxiv. 11, 12. Exod. 
XX111. 27, 28. There are many expreſſions to this pur- 
poſe in the book of Job, chap, xv. 21, 22, 24. and 
XVII. 5. Jer. vi. 25. and xXx. 2. and xlix. 29. 1/a. 
XXV111. 2, Compared with 2 Kings xvi. begin. Jer. xx11. 
t. Exek. xxx. 9, 10. To 

But this is quite another thing ſrom what I am per- 
ſuading to : for we have probable grounds to fear, what 
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- God may do as to this Fiber and city : we have look- 


ed for peace, that great comprehenſive bleſſing, and 
as yet no good comes : we are engaged in a war, that 
none can tell how, or when 1t ſhall be determined. We 


look for a ime of healing, but our phyſicians hitherto | 


have been of /ittle value : our wounds are not healed, 


and we know not when they will : tho? we have much 
\ to be thankful for, we have cauſe enough to be hum- 


bled, and to fear : rejoice we may, on ſome accounts, 
but yet re/oice with trembling. 


Though God be long tcfore he comes to take ven- 
geance ; tho? he may reprieve us for a little while longer, | 
tho! he have done ſo wonderfully hitherto, beyond what 


we could expect ; yet we cannot thence conclude, that 
he will always ſpare, that he will not ſtrike. The con- 


fidence of fome in our forces and confederates, and , 


fleets and armies; ſo many tried ſoldiers, and ſuch ac- 
compliſhed officers, and experienced generals, and 
mighty preparations by ſea and land ; and the confidence 


of others, upon bold interpretations of ſcripture pro- | 


phecies, with particular application of them to our 


| Hand, are not of weight enough, to hinder our fears 


from being juſt. . God may ſuddenly cover the heavens 


with darkneſs, and confute all our vain preſumptions | 


in a month or two, when we expect it not. 


What God has done againſt others, he may as right- | 
eouſly do againſt us, it we deſpiſe his judgments, and | 
go on in the like ſins. Beho/d, ye deſpiſers, wonder, and Þ 
' periſh, As, xiii. 41. Behold what 1 have done in | 
other places, and can do againit you: For [ work a Þ 
work in your days, @ work which you ſhall in no wiſe be- | 
lieve, though a man declare it unto you. Men little F 
thought that Jeruſalem ſhould have been deſtroyed, as 
it was, as little as we expe&t England, or London, to k 
| be a ſcene of calamity. But we may live to ſee ſuch Þ 
effe&s of it, as may make our eyes and hearts fail, be- 


fore God has completed his work. Lem. ii. 18, 19. 
It the prophet cried, My bowels, my bowels, I am 


Pained at the peat t, wy beart Frakets a niſe within me, 1. 
T ca Þ 
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W] cannot hold my peate, becauſe thou haſt heard, O my 
W/oul, the ſound of the trumpet, the alarum of war, Jer. 
Wiv. 19. Much more may we fay ſo of the fear of an 
W earthquake, which is unſpeakably more terrible ; when 
© every man ſinks with his own houſe, as his ſepulchral 
© monument; when the roots fall upon our heads, and 
the floors cleave under our feet ; and, whether by day 
or night, tables, and beds, are ſuddenly cruſhed into 
the diſorders of a grave, and. the inhabitants periſh at 
once with their habitations. 

I know the moſt do not love to hear of ſuch things, 
but peace and plenty, victory and ſucceſs, liberty and 
proſperity ; and they are ready to ſay, you diſcourage 
and diſhearten men. But if a city or town be on fire, 
or like to be ſo, muſt we not diſcourage men by telling 
of it? It is true, God may fave us by pferogative ; but 
if he proceed by common law, according to the com- 
mon rules by which he has acted towards other nations, all 
we mult repent, or may expect to be deſtroyed. " 
| God now ſeems to call us to weeping, and mourn- _ | 


ing, and fackloth, and aſhes ; but how little of ſuch a iff 
ſpirit is found amongſt us ? Behold joy and gladneſs, "al 
ſlaying oxen, and killing ſheep, eating fleſh and drinking wine, 
ſaying, Let us eat and drink, for to morrow we ſhall die, If 
Ifa. xx1i. 12, 13. But what follows in ver. 14. [t was il 
revealed in mine ears by the Lord of Hoſts, ſays the pro- Wt 
phet, Surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you till W 
you die, ſays the Lord of Hoſts. - 
If the matter be doubtful, whether God will pre- | Wl; 
ſerve and ſave ut or no, the very poſſible ſuppoſition if 
that he may not, ſhould awaken a moſt ſerious con- A 
cern. | Is there but an 77 may be that the Lord will be "i 
gracious and ſpare us ? Is it uncertain ? Is there but a = 
peradventure ? Cannot we tell whether the'Lord will _ is | 
turn from his fierce anger againſt us, or no ? How 
ſhould we be concerned to look about us! What if ouf+ 
unthankfulneſs, and profaneneſs, and formality, and 
diviſions, our unwillingneſs to be healed, aiter all the 
overtutes and opportunities that have been before us; 
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what if our infidelity and Sadduciſm, groſs impurities} 
and more provoking goſpel-ſins, ſhould make God re-| 
ſolve to caſt us off, and call this iſland, that has been} 
ImmanuePs land fo long, Lo-ammi, Lo-ruamah, a people® 
forſaken of the Lord ? What if England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, ſhould be a ſeat of war and a field of blood, | 
| as well as other parts of Europe, that never ſinned | 
againſt ſuch light, ſuch warnings, and ſuch obligations | 
as we have? What if a ſudden Earthquake ſhould | 
ſwallow up a great part of theſe countries, as it hath | 
of others? Why may not the very dregs of the cup Þ 
be reſerved for us, who have been incorrigible under ? 
all the methods of divine providence to reform us ? | 
What certainty have we that it ſhall not be ſo ? Where | 
1s the ground of our confidence ? What aſſurance have | 
we that God will ſpare much longer ? What ſtrong \ 
reaſons can we produce for the entail of liberty, peace, þ 
and plenty ? There needs no Spirit of prophecy to de- | 
clare our danger, conſidering our guilt, but a more | 
ſerious, and more general ſpirit of humiliation, prayer, * 
and reformation to be poured out, to prevent it. ; 
God has waited long, and tried us by various me-- | 
thods of mercy and judgment ; he has manifeſted how 
loth he is to deſtroy us, and therefore gives us many 
admonitions and items, formerly,” and of late. He 
calls loud and often, by manifold warnings ; he lifts 
up his hand on high, as if he would ſtrike, that we 
might turn to the Lord, and prevent it: he ſhakes the 
city and threatens the nation, but has not yet delivered ' 
us over to utter ruin. He tells us, by the examples of ' 
others, what he can do with us, and-what we may ex- | 
pet if we will goon. He doubles and trebles his meſ- 
ſages by the voice of his prophets, and by the voice of 
his providence. He calls us by what he hath done a- 
broad, and by what he hath done at home, to repent 
and turn to the Lord, leſt iniquity prove our ruin : but 
| have we not reaſon to fear that all his kindneſs and pa- 7 
tience has but hardened us the more, and rendered us 
the more incorrigible, and ripe for ruin? We continue 
| OUT 
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our rebellions againſt him, as if we were ſure he would 
never be weary of repenting. 

Being often reproved, and warned, and delivered, 
and yet impenitent, ought we not to fear, Jeſt we be 
ſudden'y deftreyed, and that without remedy ? How many 
countries and cities have been ſo? How many former 
inſtances, and later ones, may be mentioned ? And if 
we are ſpared, it 1s mere ſovercignty and Preroganve.. 
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Of God's unwillingneſs to deſtroy a people. Hoſea x1. 
8, 9. explained, paraphraſed, and applied to cur nation 
aid city : How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim ? &c. 
Abraham”s pleading with God for Sczdom and Gomerrabh, 
Gen. xviii Moral cauſes why we may expett and fear 
national and pubiick calumities. T 


T is the language of divine providence to us, as to 
his ancient people, Hol. xi. 8, 9. How ſhall I give 
thee up, Ephraim? How fha!l I deliver thee, Iſrael 2 
How fhall I make thee as Admah? How ſhall T ſet thee 
as Zeboim ? Mine heart is turned within me, my repent- 
ings are kindled together. I will not execute the fiercene!s 
of mine anger, I will not return to deſtroy Ephraim , for 
1 am God and not man, the Holy One of Iſrael, in the midjt 
of thee. He denounced dreadful judgments for their 
ngratitude, ver. 5, 6, 7. but when it comes to the ex- 
ecution, heis loth to e & (agg How ſhall I give theeup ? 
To which it 1s anſwered, * My heart 7s turned within 
* me, my heart is turne:{| againſt that determination of 
* judgment I ſeemed to reſolve on; or my heart is re- 
* turned to pity and compaſſion, that I cannot execute 
* my threatened vengeance.* How ſhall I deiiyer thee 
up, O Iſrael? To which it is anſwered, * My repentings 
* ere kindled together , that is, my bowels yearn to- 
* wards you itil! : as little as you deſerve any favour or 
b * com- 
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* compaſſion at my hands, 'I am inclined to reprieve | 
_ © and ſpare you a while longer, to give you ſpace and | 


* and time to repent.” How ſhall Imake thee as Admah, 


one ofthe cities of the plain, that was utterly deſtroyed 
with fire and brimſtone from heaven, with Sodom and i 
Gomorrah ? Unto which it 1s anſwered, © I will not ex- | 
* ecute the fierceneſs of mine anger, as I did againſt that | 
* wicked city.” How ſhall T ſet thee as Zeboim ? another | 
of thoſe wicked cities, which the Lord overthrew in his 
anger and his «we2th, Gen. xix. 24. To which it is an- | 
[wered, © I will not return to deſtroy Ephraim, I will not | 

© make a full end of him, for I gm God and not man, not 
© of an haſty, paſſionate, revEngeful temper, as' men | 
© who are injured and affronted, and provoked by one 
* another. I delight in mercy, 1 have the patience of a | 


© God as well as the prwer, and #herefore you are not 
* conſumed, Mal. in. 6. 1 at the Holy One of Ijrael, a 
* God in covenant with your fathers, and havepromiſed 


© to be ſo with their poſterity : I am the Holy One of | 


« Ifrael, in the midſt of thee : you are called by my name, 
* and I am yer among you by the tokens of my pre- 
* ſence z I am theretore loth to leave you, uteerly to 
* leave you to deſtruction. 

You have the like expreſſion, Hoſ. vi. 4. O Iſrael, 
That ſhall I do unto thee? O Fuda, what ſhall T do unto 
thee ? for your goodneſs 15 as the morning cloud, and the 


ww ly dew, that paſſeth away : that is, © I am loth to 


* puniſh you with deſtructive judgments, but what 
* ſhall T do to prevent it? O /rael, O Judah, what 
* would you have me to do ? Would you have me ne- 


© glect the honour of my government, and be an idle 


6 ſpectator of all the affronts that you have offered me ? 


* Mult I repeal my law, and throw aſide my ſceptre, | 


* and tamely ſuffer the rights of my throne to be in- 
« croached on, and tra mpled under foot? Muſt I re- 
* ſolve to ſuffer. you to go on in your hypocriſy, and 
© idolatry, and ſhametul backſlidings, without teſti- 
F {ying my difplcature? I have done much to warn 
* you, to awaken you, to reform you, to prevent: your 
© ruin, 
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ruin. I am inchned to pity, I am unwilling to de- 
ſtroy : but, O 1/ae!, what ſhall T do unto thee? You 
will not be purged, you will not be healed, you will 
not be gathered, you will die. And yet mercy inter- | 
poſes again, before the ſtroke is given ; How ſhall I 
give thee up, O Ephraim ? Muſt I, after all, give 
orders for thy deſtruttion ? How ſha!l I do it ? Tho? 
thou deſervelt to be forſaken by my mercy, which 
thou haſt abuſed, and ſeized by my juſtice, which 
thou haſt provoked, yet how ſhall I find in my heart 
to permit it? Though I can hardly tell how to bear 
with thee any longer, or with honour to my name 
and government, to delay the execution of that de- 
* ſkructive vengeance, threatened on my part, and de- 
* ſerved on thine; yet, O Ephraim, my dear ſon, how 
* ſhall I give thee up? O Tjrael, the poſterity of my 
* ancient friend Jacob, how ſhall I deliver thee over ta 
© final ruin ©? | 
| In anſwer to this, ſays God, © My heart is turned 
* within me, my repentings are kindled together ; 1. e. 
I find ſuch ſtrugglings of compaſſion in my heart to- 
* wards thee, that I know not how to execute what I 
* have threatencd : my repentings are kindled, I begin to 
< repent of the cvil that I had threatened to inflict : or 
my repentings are kindied together ;, that 1s, all the 
thoughts and arguments that might perſuade me to_ 
repent of my threatened wrath, . and keep back de- 
ſtruction, they areall muſtered together, to prevent 
the ſtroke.” EEK. 4; 

Thus does the bleſſed God condeſcend to beſpeal us 
= after the manner of ;yen, and like a tender-hearted and 
2 compaſſionate parent, who is loth to dilinherit cven a 
# rebellious and diſobedient fon. His kindnefs-eontencs 
2 againft his anger ; his mercy plcads againſt his juſtice 
J the one denounceth wrath, the other begs a reprieve z 
i the one threatens defolation, the other interpoſes to 
= prevent it : My heart is turned within me, ond my Ye- 
Wl 2entings ore kindled ; therefore I will not give thee up, 
W Lwill not execute the fierceneſs of mine anger, 1 will 
; | OE SEW :*" HOT 
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not return to deſtroy Ephraim, I will not make a \ Full 
end of him; for 1 am God and not man, &c. 

God has evidenced this to us, and others, by unde- 
niable proofs, in that notwithſtanding the provocations 
of a people, he is ready to repent of his threatened 
judgments upon their repentance, and return to him ; 
and likewiſe in that, before he gives up ſuch a people 
to deflruction, he gives them frequent warnings by his 
meſſengers, and by his lefſer judgments ; yea, though | 
his warnings are ſlighted, and his calls rejected, yet he | 
doth not preſently deſtroy, but waits with much long- ? 
ſuffering, giving them time and ſpace to repent ; and ?? 
ſometimes appears to give unexpected deliverance, even = 
fer his ewn name ſake; and' doth alſo ſpare and preſerve | 
a remnant, in the moſt general deſtruCtion : and even, | 
at laſt, Coth not willingly abandon ſuch a people to} 
utter ruin, but with reluEtancy and regret, ſo far as is 
conſiſtent with the unchangeable purity and bleſſecneſs ® 
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Like a compaſſionate judge, who doth not willingly! 
paſs the ſentence of condemnation : if you will not re-} 
pent, you muſt periſh: if you will not be reformed} 

ou muſt be undone : if you will not take warning, 
you mult be forſaken. But, O Ephraim, how ſha!l I 
give theeup ? O Iſrael, what ſhall T do unto thee ? O thaill 
they knew the things that belong unto their peace, befor:) 
they be hid from their eyes! He fgns the warrant, as it 
were, for their execution ; and then he retracts the or-" 
der again : he gives commiſſion for their deſtruction,” 
and then recals it, and proves them yet a little longer.? 
If that will not do, but juitice renews her plea for ven-% 
. geance, then mercy interpoſes for a delay. | 
It was on this account God permitted Abraham to! 

' plead with him fo familiarly for Sodom and Gomorrah! 
and the cities of the plain ; God lets him fay all that he 
could, he grants him every thing he would have : 1 
there be but hjty righteous perſons, wilt thou not ſpar! 
them? Gen. xviii. Yes, faith God, I will : But, Loris 
peracvyenture there be forty, 15 not that number ſuff 
# , cient! % 
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cient ? Yes, ſays God, that ſhall do, if there be but 
forty. But, Lord, it may be there are but twenty, wilt 
thou not ſpare them for their ſakes ? Yes, for the fake 
of twenty I will, ſays God. Once more let me beg, 
Lord, it there be but zen? Ay, if there be but zen 
righteous perſons, I will ſpare them. God was willing 
to hear the utmoſt Abraham could urge on their behali, 
as if he would have bcen glad to have met with an ar- 
gument that might diſſuade him from ſo unpleaſing a 
work. God grants him ſo often, and ſo long, till the 
holy patriarch was aſhamed to aſk any further, or plead 
any longer. So backward was God to deſtroy, and ſo 
S unwilling to give up a people to utter ruin; and that 
B too, though ſuch a wicked people as Sodom and Go- 
&_- morrah.-:;------ | | 

| In the iv. of Amos you find God impeached the 
wmpenitence of that people under various warnings, and 
leſſer judgments; and mentions the aggravation of 
each affliction, five ſeveral times, yet have you not re- 
turned unto me faith the Lord. Thereupon, to 
awaken them to repentence, to prevent their ruin, he 
pronounceth the riddle of a dooin, Therefore thus will 
1 do unto thee, O Iſrael; not mentioning what he 
would do, Thus will I do unto thee. Thus, as I have 
done unto other places, or worſe than I have ever done 
to any ; thus will I do unto thee. It 1s a relative 
without an antecedent ; it1is a locked cabinet, and trea- 
{ure of judgment, without a key to open us a view 
of particulars. No judgment is expreſſed, that all 
may be feared; and all to be feared, that none may be 
3 felt : Therefore prepare to meet thy God, O Iſrael. 
4 We have a great deal of reaſon not to be ſecure, 
3 notwithſtanding God's unwillingneſs to deltroy. Na- 
tional judgments are dcferved, and threatened, and 
may be juſtly feared ; and nothing but repentance, 
reformation, prayer, and union, and ſuch other me- 
thods as are deſpiſed and neglected, can ſecure, or pre- 


ſerve us. L 
| E-:3 This 
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This is certain, that no ſituation of our country, cor 
any country, whether an iſland or continent) can be 


_ our ſafety, if God be againſt us. For what can pre- 


ſerve us from an Earthquake, or a thouſand . other 
methods of judgment, which God can employ ? All 
that men expect ſuccour, and deliverance, and pro- 
teCtion from, 1s in vain, it God be not engaged on our 
behalf, All thoſe things that we can truſt to, are bur 
cyphers, if God be not on our ſide. 

The Aſſyrian truſts in his mighty army, numerous 
enough to drink up a river, Ia. xxxvii. 24. and yet 
the next news we hear of him, is, that God ſends an 


angel, and cuts off near 200,000 in one night. No 


courage or valour, numbers or ſtrength, can avail in a 
time of war : no {kill or policy, (of the truth of this 
every age affords inſtances:) no external relation to 
God by church- privileges, whereof the Jews are. a ſad 
example z no, nor any former deliverances God hath 
wrought for us, are a ground of ſecurity for the 


future, without a thankful, and a holy improvement 


of them. Not many years aftcr the preſervation of 
the city of Niniveh, that city and people were de- 
ſtroyed. ©o it is threatned, Joſh. xxiv. 20. If you 
ferfake the Lord, he will turn againſt you, and do you 
kurt, cud conſume you, even after he hath dene you good. 


The like is threatened, Deur. xxviii. 63. {f you forſake 


the Lord, he wil! rejoice ever you to defiroy you, as he re- 
forced 05 i yer: to do yeu good, Though a city bedefended 
by rocks and mountains, as Edom was; yet the 
frrength and fitudtion of a place, is no preſervative 
againlt divine judgient. 

In two or three 1 ments many thouſand, yea many 
hundred thoufand --6; ce may be ſwallowed upby a ſud- 
den Earthquake, t::5\iing alive into one common grave, 
buried before th; orc dead, with miſerable cries, and 
groans, and ſhri-s, I] their breath be ſtopped. And 
ng the wickednels of other places may have been, 
who have ſmarted by ſuch judgments, the aggravations 


of 
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of our ſins in England, and London are ſuch, as may 
make us fear the like, or worſe. 

It they were nothing but the miſimprovement of our 
paſt mercies, we had reaſon to fear it : for what ble{- 
ſing 1s there more than ordinarily valuable, but we 
have had; If peace, if plenty, if victory, if the Golſ- 
pel, we have had it. But what unanſwerable returns 
have we made, under all ſuch obligations ? All the 
ways by which eminent mercies are abuſed, and God 

rovoked, we have practiſed. Some of theſe we have 


not valued at all ; others we have ſoon forgotten : as to. 


ſome, we have given the praiſe and glory not to God, 
but to ourſelves, or our triends, or the inftruments of 
conveyance ; ſome (I fear the moſt) of thele bleſlings 
we have miſimployed to the diſhonour of God, and 
therefore our very mercies may make us tremble. 

Yea, further, that drowſineſs and ſecurity, and 
ſpirit of ſlumber, that hath ſeemed to ſeize the: ge- 


nerality of profeſſors amongſt us at this day, is a juſt 


$ ground for our preſent fears; i. e. the general uncon- 
s cernedneſs about the ſtate and poſture of things amengſt 
us, with relation to god's preſence or departure. It 
cannot be well with ſuch a people, they cannot but h- 
in exceeding hazard, who when their neighbour's hoe 
1s conſumed to aſhes, or 1s yet on hire, are faſt aſleep on 
their beds. For this God threatens to ſearch Jeruſa- 
lem with candles, to puniſh the men that are ſettled on 
* their lees, who ſaid in their hearts, the Lord will not do 
* gcod or evil, Zech. 1.12. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Earthquakes uſually reckoned the fore-runners of other 
calamities. We have had many ſigns and warnings 
and a long ſeaſon of divine forbearance , though we are 
guilty of the like fins, as have brought deſtruttive judg- 

ments on other peope. 'The land full of Sin. Publick 
ſocieties only puniſhed in this world. | 


B U T to come more particularly to conſider the late 
= 


arthquakes. There are many things that ſhould 
affect us with an holy awe and fear of God, and his | 
ju'gments, upon thoſe inſtances of his ſeverity in Ja- 
maica, in Sicily, and by the leſſer one we felt Septem- 
ber the 8th, 1692. | ; 

It is not to be overlooked, that moſt of the ancient 
hiſtorians do obſerve, that this kind of calemity has 
been the preſage of further judgment, * And even 
ſuch as have no great kindneſs tor religion, Machiavel 
himfelt not excepted, have acknowledged this to be 


| ® Cicero ſpeaking of an Earthquake, Orat. 30. de Haruſpicum 
Reſponfis, ſpeaks tothe like purpoſe : Etenim hxc deorum immor- 
talium vox, hac pane oratio judicanda eſt, cum ipſe mundus, cum | 
aer, atque terra, motu quodam novo contremiicunt, & inuſitato 
aliquid ſono, incredibilique przdicant ; in quo conſtituente. nobis 
quidem ſunt precationes & obſecratio, quemadmodum monemur. |: 
Scd faciles ſunt preces apud eos, qui ultro nobis viam falutis oſten- 
dunt : noſtrz nobis ſunt inter nos irz, difſidizque placande. And © 
in another place, diſcourſing how in the ſecond Punick war, C, © 
Flaminius neglected the fign of futurities, to the ruin of the re- 
Publick, his army deſtroyed, and himlelf flain: He adds, magnum '? 


illud etiam. quod addidit Czlius, eo tempore ipſo, cum hoc ca- |: 
| Jamitoſum fuerit prelium, tantos terre motus in Liguribus, Gallia, 


compluribuſque infuhs, totaque in Italia, factos eſſe, ut multa op- N 
pida corruerint, &C. De d1vinatione lib. 1. $. 35. And afterward, 
$. 43, 50. ſpeaking of other Earthquakes, he adds, Quibus por- | 
tentis, magno Populo R: bella, pernicioſzque ſeditiones denun- © 
ciabantur. Inque his omnibus reiponia haruſpicum cum Sibyllz © 
verſibus congruebant.——And in another place he reckons Earth- ©? 
quakes among thole things ; Quz nuper bello Oftaviano magnarum # 
fuerunt calamitatum prenuntiz. Cicero de nat. Deor, 1. 2. $. 13, 14. © 
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true as to matter of faft. Socrates ? in his eccleſiaſtical 

hiſtory, ſpcacing of the Earthquakes that happened in 
Bit'iynia, and the ne1ghbouring countries, in the days 
of Valentinian and Valens, takes notzce of them as ſigns 
of the ſhaking ind convulſicns, and tumults and dif- 
orders, which ſhould afterwards tollow in the Chriſtian 
churches. The whole known world, both land and 
ſea, was then ſhaicen, and its like the then unknown 
too ; which might ſeem to be a prelude to the future 
con!lagration, or Ceſtruttion of the whole. Thucidides 
mentions an Earchquake in Delos, which in the * me- 
mory of the Grecians never ſhook before ; that it was 
interorete:! for, and ſeemed to be a ſign of what was to 
come airerwards to paſs, in a moſt bloody war. 

We know that Earthquakes were foretold be- 
fore th= deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the final 
GeftrutHon of the world, Mart. xxivo That there 
ſhall be great Eartnquakes in divers places. How far 
this way be underſtood in a metaphorical ſenſe, is 
worth conſidering : becauſe though ſome of thoſe ſigns 
may be taken in a literal ſenſe, others cannot ; as how 
the ftars ſhould fall down from heaven. And the de- 
clared ſuddenneſs of Chriſt's coming to judge the 
world, pleads for the application of theſe illuſtrious 
ſigns to the deftruftion of Jeruſalem. And fo it was 
literal'y as to matter of fact, before the deſtruftion of 
Jeruſalzm, as * Joſephus relates. So before the end of 
the world, or the day of judgment, the laſt of the laſt 
plagues, Rev. xvi. 18. we read of a great Earthquake, 
fuch as was not ſince men were on the earth, ſo mighty ai 
Earthquake, and ſo great. 

I know many make light of theſe things, becauſe 
they are capable of being ſolved by natural cauſes. 
But the hand of God is not to be overlooked in ſuch 
things, under whoſe government and influence all na- 
tural agents act, and are over-ruled as to the time and 


9 Locrates Eccleſ. Hiſt. I. 4.c..11. ER 
1 Thucidides de Bell. Pelop. I. 2. | DI 5 
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degree of their acting, eſpecially fuch rare and unuſual! 
inſtances as Earthquakes. All ſecond cauſes in their 
ſeveral motions need the continuation of the divine 
power and influence, in order to their operations, as 
well as their ſubſiſtence. God uſes all creatures to 
be the inftruments of his will, and to ſerve his pur- 
poſes. Natural agents, and moral, are all under his 
dire&tion. Fire and hail, ſnow and vapour, and ſtormy 
wind fulfil his word, Plal. cxlviii. 8. Blaſting and mil- 
dew, drought and barrenneſs, an infeftious air, peſti- 
lential diſeaſes, &c. however brought about by natural 
cauſes, are under divine government, and act by virtue 
of his influence. He gives order to the deſiroy/my on 
gel in a peſtilence, 2 Sam. xxiv. 16. He ſaith to the 
fwerd, Go through the land, FEzek. xiv. 17. 

Now though I will not ſay, that always tiic'e things 
arc preſages of further calamity and judgme::t to 2 par- 
ticular people; yet, becauſe they have uſually cn fol- 
lowed by fone ſuch, and we have many other moral 
prognoſtications of divine diſpleaſure, it ſhould call us 
to a humble conſideration of the grounds of our fear, 
as to national calamities. And there are ſeveral things 
(tome whereof are taken notice of by 3 others) that may 
here very fitly be mentioned ; as, ORD TROS 

1. "That we have a multitude of ſuch ſigns, as have 
been generally cſteemed the forerunners of public cala- 
mity. Ir 1s not. the late Earthquake alone, but in con- 
junction with many other things, that 1s the ground of 
our fear. And the more ſigns we have, and the more 
they are deſpiſed, the louder 1s their voice, to thoſe that 
will conſider them. We had ſigns in the heavens in 
168z. We have had Farthquakes of late in divers 
places; and God has lately taken peace from the earth, 


-as to this part of the world, by engaging ſo great a 


part of Europe in bloody wars: ail which has the ap- 
pearance of fome great things to be uſhered in. I durſt 


3 Mr. Fleming's diſcourſe of Earthquakes, 8yo. ſome of whoſe 


rengrks 1 here repeat. 


not 
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not be confident; as many! are, what they ſhall be, or 
the particular year, or ſeajon of their accompliſhment z 


2. That the longer the time is of God's patience and 


E {o:Lcarance, with the diſtinguiſhing mercies and repeat- | 


& << w:rnings that we have had, the more terrible judg- 
2 ments are like to follow, if we are unthankful and im- 
& penitent after all. Deliverances, it not improved, are 
Z but reprivals from further judgment ; we may not be 
& ſo much preſerved and ſaved, as reſerved to greater 
3 miſery. That paſſage ſeems to record our doom, Pla]. 
& cv1. 43. Many times a;d he deliver them , but they pro- 


G 2oked him by their counſel, and were brought low for their 


: miquity, As God will not always contend, fo neither 


$ will he always forbear. There is no greater ſign of a_ 


3 final overthrow, than a miſimprovement of paſt mec- 
$ cies and jadgments : and if God be provoked by na- 
$ tional ſins, we cannot think his anger will be turned a- 
* way, while the cauſe of it remains ; that 1s as much as 
5 to ſay, Except we repent, we muſt likewiſe periſh. "Tho? 
© aleſs repentance may prevent national judgments, than 
# will preſerve from etcrnal ruin. 

2 Is it nothing unto us, that God has dealt fo fevers]; 


2 with other people ? When our privileges and obligations 
> are equal to, or greater, than theirs? There 1s hardly any 


2 oneill ſymptom that hasever becnupon any people, that 
2 God has dealt in ſeverity with, but ſomething of it is ob- 


2 ſervable and notorious amongſt us. I grant, we muſt not 


2 ſet bounds to the patience of God any more than to his 
2 power: we knownot how much longer he may bear with 
2 vs, before he vindicate his own rights, or in what way, 
2 or to what degree he will do fo, at leaſt in our time. 
Z But we have no*ground of confidence and {ccurity ; for 
Z for while we ſay, Peace, peace, ſudden deſtruction ; 
2 yea, national deſtruction may overtake us, as travail up- 
28 on a woman with child, And the rather, b<cauſe all 
4 his 
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| his warnings hitherto ſeem to be ſighted : our national 
preſervation and deliverance, ſo often repeated, has 
not bettered us ; but our provocations are rather the 
more aggrava'ed, by all that God has done to retorm, 
eſtabliſh, and ſave us. 

3. If we are guilty of the like fins with other peoples 
who have been ſeverely punithed by extraordinary Þ 
judgments, why may not our continued impenitence | 
expoſe us to an equal puniſhment ? And may not Eng- 
land ſay, Are there not with me, even with me, the ſame 
fins againſt the Lord ? The ſame ſins,' for which others 
have {marted, and that with this aggravation, that we 
fin againſt more warnings ? God is unchangeably juſt, i 
as well as gracious : it 15 ſovereignty alone can preſerve 
us, by that he may do ſo ; but who can tell wherher | 
he will ? God hates the ſame fins in our days, which he | 
hated and puniſhed formerly : he is as much, or more, | 
difpleaſed with our impurities, as with thoſe of other | R 
people, that are deſtroyed. He loves the ſame holi- ? 
neſs now, which he ever loved ; he is the ſame yeſter- |? 
day, to-day, and for ever ; and wh y ſhould we think, J 
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God ſhould go out of his way to ſpare us? As they 
may encourage themſelves by truſting in God, who þ 
have examples of God's deliverance, in the like caſe | 
_ of holy truſt in him ; ſo they may tear, under the like 
provocations, for which others have been puniſhed. | 
4. When a land is full of fin, and the whole body of » 
a nation, a very few excepted, have corrupted them 
telves, and provoked God ; conſider, the puniſhment #0 
fuch fins can be only in this world, while the community 
{aſis. This is not to be reſerved to the judgment of Þ 
the great day, when every particular per:on ſhall an-% 
' * forex for hizown guilt. And 1s not our nation full off J 
fin? Do not our provocations reach to heaven ? Is 
there not a fulneſs, as to number and multitude, as to"? 
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| L 
| meaſure and degree, that the children fill up the mea-? 
| ſure of their father's. iniquity ; and as to ſtrength, and 
Gen growth, that it riſes higher; and as to cunning and} 


dexterity in. the arts of wickedneſs, in court, cir, 
country, 


43S o 


tor] 3 i 
T country, univerſity, among all ranks and degrees ; and 
4s to boldneſs and impudence, by open bare-faced 1m- 
piety ? Many of thoſe crimes, which were formerly 
matter of reproach and ſhame, are now a-la-mode, and 
in faſhion, and the charaQter of a Gentleman. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Moſt fiizht ſuch warnings. What was done in Jamaica, 
had ſpecial relaticn to us in this iſland. We in England 
have had divers Enrthquakes formerly. Their wicked- 
neſs wos great, jo is ours. Several Earthquakes have 
extended as far as ours, September 8th, tho* felt be- 


yond the ſeas near the ſame time, Other inſtances of 


Earthquakes in Europe. 


E ought to conſider the extraordinary warnings 


that wehave had by the late Earthquakes, jn Ja- 
maica, June the 7th, 1692. an4 here at home, Sp 


tember the 8th, and what we have lately heard concern- 
ing Sicily. Thus is the more to be attended to, becauſe 
the moſt are ready to aſcribe all to natural cauſes. 
There 1s an atheiſtical, and prophane ſpirit viſible a- 
mongſt us, to diſregard any thing of the hand of God 


in theſe matters ; as if he cid not direct ſuch a judg- 


ment, to one-place rather than another, and determine 
and over-rule the time, and ſeaſon, and degree of ir. 

_ Conſider what was done in Jamaica, had a ſpecial re- 
ference to this nation; the intereſt, and the inhabitants 
of that place, being purely Engliſh, and fo a part of 
our nation, though at a diſtance : which calls upon us 
the more to Jay it to heart. Neither is it to be de- 
ſpiſed, that they in Jamaica had a. forewarning by a 
trembiing of the earth, a little beiore that defolation 
overtook them; and ſoon aiter that, we had the warn- 
ing of the Earthquake here : it followed fo cloſe upon 


the tidings of that in Jamaica, as to bs very proper to 


awaken 
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awaken us to a deeper ſenſe of it, and to make the MW 
warning the more remarkable. So that God may ſay 
of us, as he did to Moſes, If they will not hearken to 
the voice of the firſt ſin, they may yet hearken to ihe 
voice of the ſecond : and the diſmal account ſince that of 
_ the Earthquake in Sicily, makes a third; if that of i 
Malta may not be reckoned a fourth. b 
We do not read of. any inſtance of Earthquakes be- | 
fore in that iſland of Jamaica, ſince it was under the ? 
Engliſh power, nor before while under the Spaniard : | 
but we have had ſeveral inſtances of Earthquakes a- ? 
mongſt us formerly in England, and theſe parts of Eu- 
rope, though more ſeldom than in the eaſt; therefore 
it 1s not unreaſonable for us to expett and fear the like. * 
It is true, thoſe countries which are very hot, or very 5 
cold, are leaſt ſubje&t to Earthquakes; and there- | 
fore it hath been matter of wonder in Egypt, or in | 
+ Scythia, to have the earth tremble. | Great Britain * 
and Ireland are reckoned among thoſe parts of Europe 
leaſt liable to violent Earthquakes; and yet our hiſto- 
rians mention ſeveral ; as, i 
Anno dom. 1081. April 6. in the time of 5 King Wil- 3 
liam the firſt, (or the Conqueror) was an Earthquake 
here with a great noiſe, in the 15th year.of his reign; * 
and followed within a few years with many calamities. 
In Henry the firſt's time *, the earth moved with fo 
creat a violence, 'that many buildings were ſhaken 
down ; 'and Malmeſbury ſaith, that the houſe wherein 
he fat, was lifted up with a double remove, and at the 
_ third time ſettled again in the proper place. And in 
divers places it gave forth a hideous noiſe, and caft 
forth flames at certain rifts many days together, which 
neither by water, nor by other means could be 
ſuppreſſed. In Lombardy the ſame year, was an 
Farthquake that continued for forty days, and remov- 


4 Herodot. 1. 4. 5 Matthew Paris. Speed's Chron. p. 446. 
© Baker's Chron. p. 43 4x 
| ec] 
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Wed a town from the place where it ſtood, a great way 
Woof. | | 

= Am 1133. Matthew Paris mentions a great dark - 
neſs in England, and an Earthquake at the fame time. 

Anno 1165. He mentions another Earthquake, in 
the 11th year of Henry the ſecond, January 26. in 
Ely, Norfolk and Suffolk, which threw down many 
perſons, who were ſtanding or walking ; and made the 
clocks to ſtrike, and bells to ring in the ſteeples. And 
I in the 24th year of his reign, in the territory of Dar- 
ST lington, in the biſhoprick of 7 Durham, the earth 
TS lifted up herſelf in manner of an high tower, and ſo 
F remained unmoveable from morning till evening, and 
3 then fell with ſo horrible a noiſe, as frighted the inha- 
Z bitants thereabouts ; and the earth ſwallowing it up, 
Z made there a deep pit, which 1s ſeen at this day : the 
pits in that place are commonly called Hell kettles. 

Anno 1180. A great Earthquake threw down many 
buildings, amongſt which the cathedral church of Lin- 
coln was rent 1n pieces, April 25. 

Anno 1247. There was an * Earthquake in April at 
London, eſpecially felt on the banks of the river 
Thames, which ſhook, and threw down many build- 
7 ings ; and was the more terrible, becauſe theſe weſtern 
2X parts are leſs accuſtomed to Earthquakes. And the 
ſame year there was little ebbing or flowing of the ſea 
obſervable as at other times,.ffor about three months. 


Ss Amo 1248, The ſame hiſtorian mentions another 
7 Earthquake, which GQid a great deal of miſchief, eſpe- 


cially in the diocele of Bath ; the biſhop whereof gave 
him an account of it. And this was the third which had 
happened within three years on this ſide the Alps ; one 
in ſome parts of Savoy, and two in England; which 
was the more terrible, bccauſe the like not known be- 
fore in theſe parts. He tales notice of another Earth- 
3 quake in England afterward, in the year z 2 59. 


7 Baker's Chron. p..c8. 5s Matthew Paris, 


IF 


In the 13th year of queen Elizabeth, a prodigious| 
_ 5 Earthquake happened in the caſt parts of Herctord. MW 
ſhire, near a little town called Kinaſton. On the 17thW 
of February, at fix o clock in the evening, the earth 
began to open, and an hill, with a rock under it, 
(making, at fixſt, a great bellowing noiſe, which was|l 
heard a great way of ) litte.| itſelf up a great height : 
and began to travel , bearing along with it the tices | 
that grew upon it, the ſheep-tolds, and flocks of ſheep |@# 
abiding there at the ſame time. In the place, from| 
whence it was firſt movec, it left a gaping diſtan-e|# 
forty foot broad, and fourſcore ells long ; the whole? 
field was above twenty acres. Paſſing along, it over-|Þ 
threw a chapel at ons in the way, removed an yew- q F 
tree planted in a church-yard, from the weft unto the | 
eaſt : with the like force it thruſt before it high-wa's, | 
ſheep folds, hedges and trees; made tilled ground paſ- 
ture, and again turned p:ſture into tillage. Having | 
_ walked in this fort from Saturday, in the evening, till 
Monday noon, 1 ſtill. 6 -q 
Anno 1588, the like prodigy happened in * Dorſet- If 
ſhire, as in the year 1571, in Herefordſhire. A field 
of three acres, with the trees and fences, in Black- | 
more, moved from its place, and paſſed over another | 
_ Held, travelling in the high-way that goeth to Herne, | 
and there ſtayed. HEY 
' In the 23d of Q. Elizabeth, Ano 1580, in the be-Þ 
oinning of April, about fix in the afternoon, happen- Þ 
ed an * Earthquake, not far from York, which, in | 
ſome places, ſtruck the very ſtones out of the build- | 
ings, and made the bells in churches to jingle. The | 
night following the earth trembled once or twice in | 
Kent, and again the 1ft of May. This Earthquake | 
| was felt at London, To as to give occaſion to an order i 
of prayer, and a godly admonition concerning it, ap- i 


9 Cambden's Eliz. p. 158, 159. Baker's Chron. p. 399. 
! Cab6em's Eliz. p. 244. Baker's Chron. p. 400. _ 
> Cambagen, ibid. p. 286, | 


pointed 
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Wointed * to be read for the turning God's wrath from 
Whe nation, threatened by the Earthqual.e, by order of 
We queen, and her privy-council, to be uſed in all 
Shurches and houſholds throughout the realm. 


Anno 1657, on the 8th day of July, there was an 


| Earthquake at Bickley in Cheſhire. 


Germany, and France, and the Netherlands, have 


| Iſo felt Earthquakes. In April 1640, all the Low- 


Fountries, and a great part of Germany, were ſhaken 
Sy a ſudden Earthquake ; which ſort of prodigy was 


Fery unuſual, faith 5 Cluveris in thoſe parts. 


Anno 1117, in the 17th year of the emperor 5 Henry 


Fhe Vth, the world was ſhook by terrible Earthquakes ; 
Fities, caſtles, villages, and a-multitude of people 


ere ſwallowed up in the caverns of the earth. Ma- 


| y at Liege, or Luyk, were deſtroyed by thunder, 
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3 7 Letter writ by a Spy at Paris, yol. 6. p. 58, 67. 


Fohile they were paying their veneration to the ſaints 
For ſafety : mountains were cleft, rivers dried up, &c. 


So lately as the year 1660, France had expericnce of 


$n 7 Earthquake, which the Turkiſh Spy mentions, 


ho was then at Paris. * We have felt the menaces, 
ſaith he, of a terrible Earthquake, this evening. 
When I lived in Aſia, an Earthquake was almoſt as 


winter : and we took as little notice of it, as we did 


of lightening, hail,” or rain. But now I have been 


ſo long diſuſed to theſe convulſions of the globe —- 


that I am become like the reſt of the world, ti- | 
my mind, at firſt, ſtag- - 


morous, and aſtoniſhed, 
gered as much as my body. When I was walk- 
ing crols my chamber, and felt the floor rock un- 


der me, with that ſingular kind of motion, which 
no human art or force can imitate, I ſoon concluded 


3 Recited by Mr. D. Earthquakes explained and improved, 8vo. 
. 134 AD 


+ Heath's Chronicle, p. 395. 
5 Cluverius, p. 743. 
© Cluver. ad An. 1117. Þ. 434. 


common as the yearly revolution of fummer and 
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'twas an Earthquake, but knew not how to beol , 
_ that thought with indifference, Death is familiar tv 
; * me in any other figure, but that of being ſo furprizll 
" ingly buried alive ; it appeared to me very horrih 
© to fink on a ſudden into an unknown grave, I knew 
* not whither, Perhaps I might fall into ſome dari 
* lake of water ; or, it may be, I might be drenched id _ b 
© a river of fire, or be dathed on a rock ; for who cal 
* tell the diſpoſition of the caverns. below, or wh 
* ſort of apartments he ſhall find under the ſurface of 
* the earth ? We walk on the battlements of a marve} 
* lous {tructure, a globe full of tremendous Secrets,—! 
* We had news here of an Earthquake, which al 
* overthrown part of the Pyrenean mountains, ſon 
* days before this happened at Paris ; but few regar 
*ed it. Calamities at a Ciſtance frighteti no boy} 
© yet thoſe which we feel, put us all in fears.” —- 

In another letter, he ſaith, © The Earthquak lad 

< theſe parts, hath put all France into a great conſt} 
|| © nation, aſtoniſhed every body, and--encreaſed t i 
C « thoughtfulneſs of the wife. The firſt effects of $ 
—_ © wwere telt by the 1 noe the Pyrenees, whit! 
| * are certain mountains dividing France and Spainy 
=— __ © There tt did great miſchigf, overwhelming ſome mts 
« dicinal baths, many houſes, and deſtroying hundred 
* of people. Only one/ moſque, or church, whid 
1 * ſunk into the caverny below, was thrown up agaili 
| | * and ſtands very firm, but in another place. ThisB 
| * looked upon as a great miracle, eſpecially by of 
* French, who have diſputed with the Spaniard i 
* this church, as ftandinz on the frontier line ; by 
« now is removed near hal a league within the acknod 
* ledged limits of France*. The ' matter of fact 1s al} 
urge this teſtimony for; his remarks here (and Þ 
many other places) not being ſuch, as a ferious chr} 
nan will approve 3 
If France, y Britain, and Germany, have i 
VR | fow Fartzquakes, 1n comparion of other places | 
the catt, 'ver Italy hack often finarted under fuch C 
lami:F 


©. HE 


Jamities. Among many inſtances, I will recite _ 
beſides thoſe already mentioned. 

Ann. Dem. $801, while Charles the Great was in 
Italy, there was an Earthquake * with great noiſes, on 
the laſt of April, which ſhook all France, and Ger- 
many, but e Decially all Tra'y ; it overthrew ſeveral 
towers, and even mountains ; and the church of St. 
Paul, at Rome, was deſtroyed by it. Whereupon 
Pope Leo the Third, appointed three days before the 
aſcenſion, ſolemn faſts, and proceſſions. Theſe pro- 
digies were followed with furious tempeſts, and con- 
tagious diſeaſes, which affected "the cattle throughout 

Italy, ſo that the moſt of their beaſts died. 

Am. 1180, an Earthquake ruined a great part of 
the city of Naples. 

Amn. 1222, there were ſuch Earth 2quakes in Italy 
and Lombardy, that the cities and towns were foriak- 
: en, and the, people kept abroad in the fields and 
7 tents; many houſes and churches were thrown down, 


and many were thereby cruſhed to death, The 
i carth trembled twice a-day in T ,ombardy, for fourteen | 
4 days together. Beſides two cities in Cyprus deſtroyed wh 


by Earthquakes this year. The city of ' Breſcia was W 
then almoſt ruined. "1 
|  Amn. 1276, in July, the fame month when Adrian 7 NJ 
: the IVth was maile pope, and within a few days after, 
| was * a dreadtul Earthquake at Milzn, and all the 
country round about. Which pope ated the next Au- 
guſt, and, in September, another ſucceeded oy the 
name of John the XX It. ny 
Ann. 1248, was ſo famous for Farthquales, an for 
contagious. diſeaſes in Italy, and other parts of Europe, 
that 3 4 Ibertus Argentinefti ſaith, that, from the time _ j; 


3 Le Sieur Hiſt. de Foliſe, ee. yol. 7. p. 2, 3, 4to. | 47 
9 Cent. Magdeburg. vol. q. "Cent. 13. cap. 13- | l 
1 B. Corio Hift. Milaneſe, p. 164. ih 
2 Corio ib. p. 268. Il che fi proſe per indicio de' Mn mo | 
fattt poor 15 
; Cluver ad An. 1348. p. 516. : 


Fs of {if 


Jan, and the country round about, as the like was not 


preface to his Mundus Subterraneus, gives a ſad narra- 


[ 68 ] 
of the flood, there was not ſuch a ſeaſon of mortality, 
(Haud inde a deluvio regnaſſe tantamvim morborum & 
mortium putet.) | 
Am. 1 397 on St. Stephen's day, all Lombardy + 
was ſhaken by an unuſual Earthquake, which deſtroy- 
ed very many buildings, &c. 
Ann. 1456, there aroſe upon the ſea of Ancona, to- 
gether with a thick gloomy cloud that extended above 
two miles, a tempeſt of wind, water, fire, lightening, 
and thunder ; which piercing to the moſt deep abyſſes 
of the ſea, forced up the waves with a moſt dreadful 
fury, and carried all before it upon the land ; which 
cauſed ſo dreadful an Earthquake, ſome time after, 
that the kingdom of Naples was ruined, and all 5 
Italy carried the diſmal marks of it. A million of 
houſes and caſtles were buried in their own ruin, above 
30,000 people were cruſhed to pieces, and a huge 
mountain overturned into the lake de la Garde. 
An. 1473, there was ſuch an Earthquake at * Mi- 


known in the memory of any then living there. 

Ann. 1590, the eleftion of pope Urban the VIlIth, 
(who, in ten months, made room for Gregory the 
XIVth.). was ſignalized by an 7 Earthquake, by which 
Auſtria, Moravia, and Bohemia trembled ; accom- 
panied with a py om drought that ſummer ; up- 
on which enſued a famine, and peſtilence, with ſuch 
havock in Italy, that, in one year, there died at Rome 
60,000 perſons. | 

Ann. 1629, the divine anger broke out upon Italy 
by ſuch horrible * Earthquakes, that, in Apulia, 
17,000 perſons were deſtroyed. =_ 

Ann. 1638, Athanaſius Kircher, the jeſuit, in his 


4 B. Corio Hiſt. Milaneſe, p. 542. 

5 Monthly Mercury, March 1693, p. 99 
* Corio Hit. Milancſe. p. 820. 

7 Cluverius ad An. 1590, Þp. 625. 

* Cluyeriue, p. 680. 
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tive of a diſmal 9 Earthquake in Calabria, wherein 
himſelf was, and out of which he hardly eſcaped with 
his life : nothing to be ſeen in the whole country he 
paſſed by, for two hundred miles in length, but the 
carcaſes of cities, and the horrible ruins of villages 
the inhabitants wandering about in the open fields, be- 
ing half dead with fear, and expectation of what might 
follow. But moſt remarkable was the ſubverſion of 
the noted town of St. Eufemia, which was quite loft 
out of their ſight, and abſorbed ; and, inſtead there- 
of, nothing but a ſtinking lake, &c. 

Italy and Sicily abound with ſubterraneous fires, eſ- 
pccially in the ſouthern parts ; which have broke out 
fo often, as to be called, by the ancient inhabitants, 
The Burnt Country, In-Jome places are ſeen perpe- 
tual burnings, as in Etna, and Veſuvius ; in others, 
conflagrations by times : all Campania carries foot- 


2 ſteps of ſuch conflagrations. Mount Etna hath often 
24 raged mightily, and hath been wont to do fo * almoſt 
23 as many years before Chriſt as ſince. Anno 1669, it 
2 broke out with violence, and overthrew all the adja- 
2 cent places with very great doſolation, ſorely threaten- 
2 ing Catanea itſelf, which is ſince wholly deſtroyed by 
2 the iate Earthquake. Theſe irruptions of mount Xt- 
3 na and Veſuvius, are always accompanied with Earth- 


quakes, more or leſs : which ſometimes do incredible 


3 miſchief in thoſe parts. For inſtance, Ano 1688, we 
Fhave an account trom * Naples, June the 8th, of an 
F Earthquake there, which was accompanied with the 
Zrage and roaring of mount Veſuvius. * On Saturday 
2 < laſt, the 5th inſtant, about the 22d hour, happened 
F< here a dreadful Earthquake, (though it laſted not 
2* long) which, frightening the inhabitants out of their 
3< houſes, with the terrors of an inevitable deſtruction, 
3< they betook themſelves to the piazza's, and the open 


* publick places of the city. The old college of the 
9 Cited by Mr. Ray, 'p.. 185. | 


1 Kircher's Mundus Subterraneus. 
+ London Gazette, 1688. N?. 2258, 
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© jeſuits was ruined by it, . alſo the great chapel of their 

© new college, together with three other chapels ad- 
« joining ; three of-the fathers were killed there, beſides 
* many others, whoſe names are not yet known. The 
© front of another great church of the jeſuits opened 
© in many cracks, and the great tower, or ſteeple, 
© ſeemed ready to fall. In the Theatins convent of 
© the holy apoſtles, a whole dormitory fell down, be- 
* ſides other conſiderable damage they received : and 
=  _* the magnificent arch, erected before the church of 
Ki « St, Paul, belonging to the ſaid fathers, fell, together Þ 
d « with thoſe great and ancient columns, that formerly Þ& 
| © made part of the temple of Caſtor and Pollux, there 

* remaining only tour of them ſtanding, and thoſe in a 
© tottering condition. Out of thoſe ruins there have 
« been already dug nineteen perſons that were dead ; and 
« there was reaſon to fear that the [miſchief might have 
© been much greater, it being ſo near to a publick:mar- 
« ket, where there were great throngs of people. The 
« walls of the great church of St. Dominick opened in Þ 
* many places, and great part of the refeCtory fell down, F 
£ as allo part of the ajcining palace, where many were Þ 
« killed, Several other churches of the Auguſtins, &c. Þ 
« were ruined : and, in ſhort, there is ſcarce 2 palace Þ 
* or houſe that has not received tome conſiderable da-Ft 
< mage. This occaſicned very devout proceſſions of Þ 
« perſons of all ranks. "The next day there was another 

« great ſhock, which threw down many of the houſes 
« that were before the moſt- weakened : and yeſterday}! 
« there was another perceived but without much Cda-P 
* mage; but this day we have felt nothing of it. | 
« However the proceſſions continue in great numbers 
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* pope, brings an acccunt, that it was all ruined, anF 
c that cf Ft inhabitants "theie were but few left 2irel 
* The arcubiſhop's palace there was thrown dovn 


« and the archbithop himſcit dravn out of the ruin 
6- | 
| bein 


© and the perſons of quality are al! retired from hence 

In the neighbourhood of Undico, a city at ſixteerÞ! 

* _ © miles diſtance from hence, a mountain opened, 2 nf 
w2 * a courier from Benevento, a city belonging to on | 
j 

Y 


by 


SIC eta an, os rs 


8G GS-16... 


A = 


7% , 2 Coin YM JE 


S:8 


being hurt in his head and arm : - and there are ac- 
counts of the like damages in ſeveral other places.” 

Which was confirmed trom Rome, ſune 12. 1688. 
We have had nothing conſiderable to entertain us 
here this week, but the ſad relations of the terrible 
Earthquakes at Naples, and ſeveral piaces about it, 
It happened at Naples on Saturday laſt about twenty 


-one hours and a half, (which, at the ſame inſtant was 


perceived even by a great many here ;) on Sunday too 
it returned, Several chur. hes, palaces, and houles, 
are ruined ; among the reſt, the famous church of 


the Jeſuits, reckoned the fneſtin Italy, 1s all tum- | 


bled down, except the walis and the high altar. The 


particular number of thoſe killed and buricd in the 
ruins, cannot 


yet be known. 'The laſt letters tay, 
many of the inhabitants lie abroad under tents, in 
coaches, &c. and continual prayers, procefſions, 

publick penances, &c. are pertormed ; and cvery one 
runs about, crying, Mzſericordia: Three {hips were 
ſunk in the harbour, and the water in the wells roſe 
many handfuls. Benevento is almolt totally ruined ; 

and of 10,000 inhabitants they ſay there remain 
{ſcarce 600 alive. Cardinal Ur/ini, their archbiſhop, 

was taken out of the ruins alive, but hurt. Word! 
other places and ſeats are quite ruined, and molt of 
the inhabitants ſwallowed up. This city, and the 
country hereabout, juſt felt the ſhock, but received 
no harm.” 

And, in a following account a month after, it is ſaid, 


the damage done amounts to above 50,000,000. 


Now, ſince by theſe, and other examples (in the next 


chapter) we find Europe hath been viſited by ſuch ca- 


lamities formerly : 
among us, the divine juſtice can puniſh us by the like 
kind of ſeverity : 


it the like moral cauſes be found 


and we ought to apprehend and con- 


der 1t. 


The wickedneſs and impiety of the inhabitants of 


Jamaica, we are told by eye-witneſſes, was grown to a 


4” ve!) 


[ 72 ] 
very great height, before this judgment : and they muſt 
be great ſtrangers to England and London, who will 
not own the {ame of us, both as to principles and prac. Þ 
tice. Few will dcny it, as to the latter: and as to the Þ 
former, it is dreadful to think how atheiſm and infide- Þ 
 lity prevails, and barefaced Deiſm, with the rejetion Þ 
of Cliriſtianity, and all revealed religion ; how it has Þ 
obtained, and ſpread in this nation : as if we were weary Þ 
of: the Chriſtian pro:efſion, and would ſet up tor Pa- 
ganiim, to the ſubverſion ot the whole frame of the Þ 
golel of Curiſt ; pulling the crown irom off his head, 
aid plucking him trom his throne. Or, at beſt, amongſt Þ# 
a 1n1merous growing party of others, who own them- | 
ſc.vcs Chriſtians, the divinity of our Lord is diſowned, |! 
aid they allow tim to be but a meer man, not the eter- | 
nal Son of God. When ſuch provocations abound 
amcnegft us, it ſhould affect us with horror, eſpecially Þ 
when they prevail againſt the higheſt means and mer- | 
cies, and ſpread as a gangrene over the whole king- 7 
Com. : 

There were ſome circumſtances of the Earthquake 
amongſt us, September 8th, that have been obſerved 
to be very peculiar. I do not reckon this for one, that 
at the ſame hour the earth trembled here at London, 
and at many diſtan:. places, both in this kingdom, and 
in the Low-countries, and the adjacent parts of Ger- 
many and France, notwithſtanding the ſea between us |! 
and them : ior Earthquakes have reached fartner. Not |* 
to ment1on that Earthquake at the death. of our bleſſed |? 
Saviour Chriſt, waich ſhook not only one part of the 
earth, as in cther caſes, but the whole of it trembled, 
it * Dydimus may be credited : or the extent of thar, 


3 Leſcoloper in Cicero De Nat. Deorum, p. 229. Quo motu, non 
pars aliqua err, ut temper alias, fed tata Terra conquaſlata eft, 
& centro convulſa, ut nulla Tellus, ne noftra quidem Gallia (quam |: 
 Plinius a Terrz motu immunem fecit) primo ipſo Motore e vivis a- 7 
"moto, cum ſuis omnibus Incolis, immouſque adeo Judez rupibus, 3 
' in tam inſolenti commutatione, non moveretur : & vero cum Dcominus © 
dedit ver m ſucm, mota es Terra ; ut canit divinus Vates, quanto pu- Þ 
tamus amplus commotam coſe, cm Deminus dedit Animaws ſuam. : 
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whereby * twelve cities of Aſia fell at once. Gaſfſendus, 
in the life of Peireſkius, reports, that at the mountain 
Semo in Ethiopia, there happened a burning at the 
ſame time with that of Veſuvius in Campania, Ar. 1633. 


So that not only Veſuvius communicates with Etna, 


by ſubterraneous vaults, but alſo /Etna with the moun- 
tains of Syria, the tuiinels running under the depths of 
the Mediterranean ſea; and thoſe with the Arabian 
and, laſtly, the Arabian with mount Semo in /Ethio- 
pia. And we read of other inſtances, particularly by 


' the Earthquake in France and Switzerland, May 12, 


1682, which reached as far as Cologn in Germany, 
and. was perceived in Lionnois, Dauphiny, and Beauo- 
lois, at Mets in Lorrain, in Provence, &c. That the 
Cities of Orleans, Troyes, Sens, Chalons, Joinville, 
Rheims, Soiffons, Laon, Moſcon, Dole, Straſburg, 
&c. felt it, eſpecially Remiremont on the Moſelle. 
The whole world almoſt trembled at once by the Earth- 
quake, 4. 1116. Andby the Earthquake, Av. 1601, 
Afia, Hungary, Italy, Germany, and France, are ſaid 
to have trembled at one time ; that Earthquake extend- 
ing from Aſia to that Seca that waſhes the French 
ſhores, the whole length of Europe in a quarter of an 
hour ; beſides ſome Aſiatick regions, it ſhook Hun- 
gary, Germany, ltaly, and France: This is affirmed 
by good writers, faith Mr. Boyle 5, and Mr. Ray *, re- 
lating from Joſephus Acoſta, an Earthquake in Per, 
that reached for 160 Leagues. And Fournter gives ai 
account of one in Peru that reached 300 leagues along 
the ſea-ſhore, and 70 leagues inland, and levelled the 
mountains all along as it went, threw down cities, 
turned the rivers out of their channels, and made an 
univerſal havock and confuſion. All this, he ſaith, 
was done within the ſpace of ſeyen or eight minutes. 
Some have obſerved, that moſt people had their 


4 Cluverius, P. 214. 
5 Of the effetts of languid motion, p. 49, 5C- 


6 Phyfico-theological diſcourſes, p.-215. Fromond, Meteor I. 4. 


cap. ult. art, 4. Dr. Tho, Burnet's Theory of che ear45, P. 119, 120. 
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| heads affected with an unuſual giddineſs, before they 
| apprehended, or underſtood any thing of the Earth- 
W- quake. The time of-it alſo may be obſerved by you of 
| this city, viz. the ſecond week in September, to re-_ 
member you of a former judgment by fire, in the firſt 
week of that month. 
Now think a little, what would have become of us, 
if it had laſted but a few minutes more ? How near 
were we to ruin ? How ſoon can God do the like 
again, if his calls to repentance be not obeyed? And 
how impoſlible is it for all the great men of the world, 
as to cauſe ſuch a thing, ſo to hinder or prevent it, or |! 
| to preſerve themſelves or us, if God ſhould thus viſit | 
us in his anger anaqther time ?_ | 
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Many examples of terrible Earthquakes in 'other parts of 
the world, formerly, and of late. 


T hath been obſerved by divers, what Plato men- 
| tions in his Timens, of a vaſt ifland without the 
| ſtraits of Gibraltar, called Atlantis, and bigger than 

| Africa and Aſia together, which in one day and night, 
by a violent Earthquake, and mighty flood, and inun- \ 
dation of water, was wholly overwhelmed, and drown- 

| ed in the ſea, Earthquakes have made way for the ir- 
x ruption of the ſea in divers places. Our iſland of 7 

| | Great Britain is ſuppoſed to be broken off from the ? 
continent in France by that means, and Sicily from 2 
Italy. Many rivers have changed their channels, and 
many countries have been turned into*defſarts by Earth- 
quakes. By that means the river * Indus in Aſia, that 
Z receives fifteen other rivers into it, did change its 
$ channel, and the neighbouring country turned into a 


F 


7 See Mr. Ray of the primitive chaos, chap. 5. 
* Purchas, out of Strabo, 1. 15. a 
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wilderneſs. Diodorus Siculus ? mentions more than 
20,000 Lacedemonians that periſhed in Sparta by an 
Earthquake, that was of long continuance. In the yth 
year of the reign of Herod, by an Earthquake in * Ju- 
dea, 10,000 men, and a vaſt multitude of cattle were 
deſtroyed. En SLED 

*115 about 2066 years ago, that there happened * one 
in Achaia, which almoſt utterly deſtroyed it, and 
which was atteniled with inundations, which in the very 
heart of Corinth deluged the cities of Helice and Buris : 
of which * Ovid makes mention : 


Si queras Helicen & Burin, Achzidas urbes, 
Trven:es ſub aquis ; & adbuc oftendere naute 
Tuciinata ſolent cum menibus oppida merfis. 


He that for Helice or Buris ſeeks, 

Achean cities, fam'd among the Greeks, 
Deep under water ſunk, may find them now. 
* And ſeamen, they that oft the ocean plough, 
< Now over lofty towns we fail, they cry, 

* That once ſurvey'd the ſecrets of the ſky.” 
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Tyre and Sidon in Pheznicia ſuffered exceedingly by 
Earthquakes, and an infinite number of people buried 
under their ruins. And Strabo mentions a city, fituar: . 
about Sidon, that was wholly ſwallowed up by an 
Earthquake. Twelve cities in one night-in Aſia, * Pliny 
mentions. But St. Auguſtine 5 is cited for what 1: 
more ſtrange, that in a tamous Earthquake an hundred 
Cities of Lybia were demoliſhed. 

1n Trajan's time; the city of Antioch was ſwallowed 
up, 4. 105, and a great part of Afia with it: and 
ſom: other earthquakes there, I have already -* men- 
tioned. The terror of that in the time of the emperv: 
T rajan, is deſcribed by ſeveral 7 hiſtorians. 

9 Lib. 2.  Joſephi Antiq. Jud. 1. rs. c. 7. 2 Oroſt:s, 
1.3. E.-3.  Diod-: Sic, 1.15.5: 48:; . 3 Metamorphoſis, 1. 15 
+ Lib. 1.0. $4. sS De Miraculis SS. 1. 2. c. 4. if that beck 
v8 bs. 6 Chap.-2-p- 76. 7 Dion. Caf. '"ſra;2n. F 18. 
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Amo 177. Smyrna in Aſia was overthyown by an 
_ Earthquake, (as a few years ſince it was again) * to- 
wards the rebuilding whereof, the emperor Antoninus 
forgave ten years tribute. 6 

Ammianus ? Marcellinus ſpeaks of very dreadful 
Earthquakes that happened in Macedonia, in the time 
of the emperor Conſtantius. And of one that he faith 
was univerſal, in the time of the emperor Diocleſian. 
And * Sozomen gives an account, that anno 258. the 
city of Nicomedia was overthrown by an Earthquake, 
which made the council appointed by Conſtantivs to 
meet there, to be put off to another Year, The city 
of 2 Nice in Bythinia was ruined, and 2!moſt all the. 
mhabitants deſtroyed twelve years aticr this, faith So- 
crates. 

Anno dom. 557. There was a violent Ernrthouaice at 
* Conſtantinople, that laſted for many days; and every | 
hour the city ſuffered extraordinary thucks. Many 
houſes were thrown down, but the people berook 
themſelves to prayer, and faſting, and repentance; Þ 
and God had compaſſion on them : but many 6ther | 
cities in the eaſt were ruined by it. And even Alex- | 
andria in Egypt ſhaken, which was the more ſtrange 
and aſtoniſhing to them, becauſe it feldom happens in; | 
thoſe parts. Anno 986. there was another at Conſtan-' \ 
tinople, which was fo violent, that not only the walls 
and churches were ſhaken by it, but all + Greece. 

In the twelfth century there were many in the 5 eaſt. 
And, in the year 17300. which began the Turkiſh Em- 
pPire, or'the Ottoman Era, * Platina relates fuch an 
Earthquake at Rome, as the like was never before. And, 
anno 1348. ſuch a one at 7 Conſtantinople, as endured 
for forty days, and rea in the extent of it to Hun- 
gary and Italy; twenty-ſix cities overthrown by it, 
mountains torn up by the roots; ſeveral men, women, 
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8 Euſebius. 9 Lib. 17, & 26. "IIS: £30; 
+ Socrates, |. 4. C. 1. 3 Le Steur. Apathias. + Cedrenus, 
»., 5 Cent. Magdeb. cent. 12. cap. 13. de Miraculis, © Life of 
| Pope Banyface the viiith. - 7 Aventinus, | 
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and beaſts, by that ſtrange exhalation turned into ſta- 
tues of ſalt. 


In Perſia, anno 1400 *. Herbert gives an account of 


an Earthquake, which threw down 3 oo houſes in the 
I city of Liar. And, ano 1593. the whole city (which 
& they boaſted to conſiſt of 5000 houſes) was ſhaken, 
$ ana 3000 houſes overthrown, and as many of the in- 
2 habitants killed. SEEK 

In the Azores, or French iſlands, in the Weſt Indies, 
2 (St. Michael's iſland) Linſcot mentions an Earthquake, 
4 a0 1591. that 9 endured ſhaking from July 26. until 
I the 12th of Auguſt, to the extreme terror of the inha- 
SZ bitants : eſpecially when by force thereof, they perceiv- 
4 ed the earth to remove from place to place ; and Villa 
2 Franca, the beſt town it had, to turn topſy-turvy : the 
J ſhips that then rode at anchor in the bay, trembled and 
quaked ; infomuch that the people verily thought 
doomſday was at hand, and that the fabrick of the 
univerſe was disjointing. FT 

| In Tercera, the firſt and biggeſt of thoſe iſlands, 
called the Azores, there happened a great * Earth- 
Squake, May 24. 1614. that overturned, in the city of 
JAgra, eleven churches, nine chapels, beſides many 
Sprivate houſes. And in the city of Praya hardly an 
Jhouſe was left ſtanding. And in the year 1628, June 
13:6. there happened ſo horrible an one in the iſland of 
Bt. Michael, that not far from it the ſea opened, and 
&hruſt forth an iſland above a league and half in length, 
&t 2 place where was above 150 fathom water. 
* Anno 1581. Joſeph Acoſta relates, that in Peru there 
FHappened an Earthquake, which removed the city of 
$\nguangum two leagues from the place where it ſtood, 
vithout demoliſhing it, in regard the ſituation of t! e 
F-hole country was changed. 
3 Anno 1657. The Spaniards (faith the * Turkiſh Spy) 
Dave lately telt a terrible blow in Peru ; which if it be 


3 Herbert's Travels, P.-120. 9 Ibid. P. 398. 1 Man- 


F- | 3. Leti. g. p, 204. 


not 


$<1!lo's travels into the Indies, added to Olearius, p. 221. * Vol.. 
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not a mark of the wrath of heaven, is at leaft a fign that 
the earth is weary of them, eſpecially 'in thoſe parts 
where they have ſtained it with ſo much innocent 
blood. The city of Lima not many mocns ago, was 

ſwallowed up by an Earthquake : and Calao, another 
city not far from it, was conſumed by a ſhower of fire 
out of the clouds, 11,000 Spaniards loſt their lives in 
this calamity ;*and the earth devoured an hundred mil- 
lions of refined filver, which the lucre of the Spaniards 
| had forced out of its bowels. All the mountains of Po- 
toſi, from whence they dug their chocieſt metal, were 
levelled with the plain, and no more hopes of gold was 
left to their inſatiable avarice. | | 
Concerning this city Lima in the kingdom of Peru, F 
we had a ſad account of znother Earthquake there, 
October 20. 1687. (if it be not the ſame, and the dateſ 
miſtaken) which overthrew the whole town, not leay-F 
ing one bouſe ſtanding; and buried many of the inha-R 
bitants under its ruins. At the ſame time Callao, Fa-F 
nette, Piſco, Chancay, los Florillos, &c. moſt of then 
ſea-port towns, were d:{troyed by an inundation of the] 
ſea, which carried ſeveral ſhips above three leagues into 
the country ; and great num'ers of people and cartrl} 
were drowned, there being tound, when the water fellf 
at one place near the ſea-ſide, above 5000 people dead j 
and every day more were found, ſo that no 4 
count could be given of their number. This wa 
mentioned in the 3 London Gazette, and confirmed | 
many merchants letters; though the damage by t!# 


inundation was leſſened by another account afterwards 


AF: 
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God will yet preſerve his church and enlarge the kingdom 


of Chriſt , tho* particular churches and cou'tries may 

be deſtroyed. The accompliſhment of ſcripture prephe- 

cies and promiſes, uſhered in by great commotions, and- 
by Earthquakes. Some inſtances thereof. 


Aſtly, However God may deal with any particular 

branch of the Proteſtant reformed churches, as 
to national judgments ; yet we may hope he will glo- 
rioufly accompliſh his own work, for the ſpreading, 
and enlarging of the kingdom of 'Chriſt ; and that 
all 'the ſhakings of heaven and earth, ſhall but make 
way for the deſire of all nations to come. God 


| has preſerved his church hitherto, notwithſtanding 
all oppoſition. The preſervation of the Venetian 
government for 11 or 1200 years, 1s nothing to the 


conti::uance and progreſs of the Chriſtian church, in 
the midſt of paganiſm atheiſm, anti-chriftianiſm, deiſm, 
arianiſm, fſocinianiſm, and all the ſcoffs, and re- 
proaches, and oppoſition of ſenſual protane infidels. 
Ir hath born up its head under all the revolutions, . and 
changes of countries and nations ; notwithſtanding all 
the wars, and contuſions, and overturnings, that have 
been in the world. The kingdom of Chriſt is an ever- 
lafting kingdom, and ſhall endure; he will always 


have a church and people, againſt whom the, gates of 
hell ſhall not prevail. Tho! famous countries and ci- 


ties have been deftroyed, that made a great figure in 
hiſtory, whereof nothing is now left but their very 
name ; and hardly ſo much of their duſt and aſhes, as 


vill ſuffice to write their names in. But Jeruſalem, that 


is from above, the city of the Great King, which is 
built upon the rock, doth and ſhall indure. No length 


of time can weaken this foundation, no ſtorms can. 


ſhake it, no Earthquakes overturn . it, no waves or 
fioods drown it. There.ever hath been, and will be, a 
church 


oe _—— ” 
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| church of Chriſt on earth, profeſſing ſo much truth as 
'F is neceſſary to ſalvation. He hath appointed his ordi- 
'F nances, and a miniſtry to continu» to the end of the 
| world, and promiſed his preſence with them : he hath 
| - appointed the memorial of his dying love to be kept 
up, till his ſecond coming : and therefore will always 
have a people, amongſt whom theſe ſhall be kept up. 
\ Tho! particular churches, in this country, or another, 
if . may have their riſe, growth, and period, as there have 
135 been particular inundations in ſeveral countries, not- 
withſtanding the oath of God to Noah, that there 
| ſhould not be another general deluge : but the truth 
| of God endures throughout all generations : mount 
1 Sion abideth for ever, and cannot be moved ; and all 
"n The promiſes of the latter days ſhall certainly be ac- 
| compliſhed : though I will not be poſitive, as to the 
| time of thoſe things, ſo as to ground any aſſurance 
it concerning their near accompliſhment, or the particu- 
| = lar ſhare of this nation in them : yet as to ſuch pro- 
| phetick periods, God will break through all obſtruc- 
tions to accompliſh his own counſel. And what the 
preſent ſhakings, and convulſions of the nations round 
about, may iflue in, who can tell ? For never was any 
' great good to the church, or any conſiderable reforma- 
tion introduced, without great commotions ; and 
literal Earthquakes are often taken notice to have pre- 
ceded. | | 
About the beginning of the reformation from po- 
pery, 4. 1569, and 1570, there was one in Ferraria, 
which country was lately given to the pope, and in 
Portugal, whereby ? Lisbon was ſh ken, 1500 houſes 
ruined, all the churches turned into rubbiſh, the ſhips 
{ſwallowed up in the ocean, the river thrown out of its 
i channel. And the fame earthquake affected the Ne- 
8 therlands, and cauſed great inundations ot the fea. And 
W the like formerly is obſervable before the diviſion of 
1 the Roman empire intg ten Kingdoms, that there 


__ r= 9 P. Jovius, 
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were frequent Earthquakes, and other prodigies. Be- | 
fore Saladin attempted the overthrow of Jeruſalem, 
and to ravage the holy land, A. 1172. * great Earth- 
quakes preceded. A. 1300. when ahe Turiiſh em- 

ire began to be conſiderable, there- * was ſuch an 
Earthquake at Rome, as the like never was before. 
As when the Pagan empire was to turn Chriſtian, in 
the time of Conſtantine the Great ; great Earthquakes 
alſo did precede : by one whereof thirteen cities in Cam- 
pania were overthrown. 
Great deſigns of providence being ſerved, and the 
changes of States and countrics uſhered in by Earth- 


quakes, after the mention of that terrible one in the 


days of Uzziah king of Judah, Zech. iv. 5. it is 


added, And the Lord my God ſhall come, and all the 
_ ſaints with thee ; Or thus, And yet O Lord my God come, 


and all the ſaints with thee. Notwithſtanding our fears 
and terrors, without this we ſhould not Ice thy falva- 
tion. Dr. 3 Jackſon thinks that Earthquakes were 
emblems, and types of that great change by the mini- 
ſtry of John the Baptiſt, our Lord's forerunner, in the 
15th year of Tiberius, who declared the kingdom of 
heaven was at hand ; when publicans and finners were 
advanced, and the children of Abraham, who gloried 


' In their birthright, were debaſed ; when poor fiſher- 


men became heads -of the tribes of Ifrael; greater men 
in the houſe of God, than Moſes and Aaron had been; 
while the ſucceſſors of Moſes, the chief prieſts and 


_ doctors of the law, were infatuated, and like falt with- 


out taſte or favour. And he reckons the prophecy of 
Ifaiah, chap. xl. 14. every valley ſhall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill ſhal! be brought !ow, was tullilled, 
and anſwered in its literal meaning (in part at leaſt) by 


1 Saladinus adjecit animum ad regni Jeroſolymitani everſionem, 
previ, ut fſolet fieri, terre motu, quo Antiochia, Laodicea, Aia- 
pia, Czſarza, Emilla, Tripolis, aieque urbes fere conciderunt. 
Cluverius. | 

» Platina. 

i Dr. Jackſon's works, Tom, 2. Part 2. lib. 7. p. 526. 
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that terrible Earthquake in the 6th or 7th year of the 
emperor Tiberius, which overthrew twelve famous ci- 
ties in Afta. For among other ſymptoms of it, Ta- 
citus * re ates this for one, that the vallies were exalted, 

and mighty hills brought low. Before the accompliſh- 
ment of divers prophecies, God gives ſome glimpſe or 
hint, by ſome real event, anſwerable to the plain literal 
ſenſe of the prophet, bur immediate prognoſticks of 
greater myſteries approaching. 

He faith farther, that the -Earthquake which hap- 
pened in Jewry, while Auguſtus Czfar, and Anthony 
tried their fortunes in that great and famous ſea-fight at 
Actium, was in part an accompliſhment of the prophet 
Haggai his literal meaning, chap. it. 6, 7. Yet once, 
it is a little while, and I will ſhake the bear 'ens, and 1he 
earth, and the jea, and the dry tand : ard I will ſhake all 
nations, &c. This ſhaking of the nations, and of the 
earth at that time, was a fore prognoſtick of that my- 
ſtery, which the prophet in the following verſes fore- 
tells, viz. That the glory of the latter temple ſhould be 
greater than the plory of the former ;, and that He, who 
was the deſire of all nations, and the glory of both tem- 
ples, the prince of that peace which God had promiſed 
to give in Jeruſalem, ſhould ſhortly come. For about 
FweIves years after, Herod ercCts the temple anew, and 
made 1t, even for external pomp and ornament, more 
beautiful than Solomon's temple had been ; that the 
King of glory, and Prince of peace, tor whote en- 
tertainment (though unwitting to Herod) 1t was erect- 
ed, might come into it, and fill it with glory. And 
within eighteen years after Herod began tliis work, our 
].orci was ; preſented in it, and acklowledged by Simeon 
to be the light of the Gentiles, (or one deſired of all 

nations) and the glory of his people Iſrael. 

__ Great Kevolutions, and changes ſometimes for the 
better, but more often for the worſe, have been ob- 


4 Sediſſe immenſos montes, viſa in duo quz plara fuerint. Tacit. 
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ſerved to follow Earthquakes, as to natural, civil, and 
eccleſiaſtical affairs : let me mention ſome inſtances. 

S Three cities in 5 Cyprus fel] by an Earthquake, in 
& the time of Veſpaſian and Titus, followed with a great 
$ peſtilence at Rome. In Julian's * time there were ſe- 
E veral great Earthquakes, followed with a terrible fa- 
* mine at Alexandria, and in Egypt 7. 

* 2. Do. 242, Conſtantius made ſeveral beneficial 
E laws for the people, and renewed the pt ivileges granted 
to artificers. It 1s obſerved he was conſtrained there- 
Z unto by a ſenſe of publick calamities : for during the 
war with Perſia, and about thoſe times, great miſchiefs 
Fhad proceeded from many and moſt terrible *Earth- 
Rquakes. St. Jerom 1n his Chronicon tells us, that the 
Mollowing the death of Conftans the younger, many 
cities of the Eaſt fell to the ground by an horrible mo- 
tion of the earth. And ſome three years after this, that 


'$ 
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Fiſhed, except ſuch as were ſaved with the biſhop in 
Whe church : as alſo that the year following this, and 
receding the building of the Haven in Seleucia, Dir- 
Fachium was by an Earthquake demoliſhed, Rome 
Frembled for three days, and as many nights, and 
gnany towns of Campania were ſorely troubled. To 
Wheſc Cedrenus adds, that in the fourth or fifth year of 
TLonſtantius, Antioch was endangered by an Farth- 
Quake of three days continuance z that in his eighth 
Fear Rhodes was much dittrefied by the ſame accident : 
hat when Dirrachium, the city of Dalmatia, periſhed, 
nd Rome was in ſuch danger, twelve cities of Campa- 
1a were deſtroyed : And that in the 12th year of Con- 
Fantius, the greater part of Berytus, the city of Phe- 
Wicia, alſo miſcarried. In which year alſo happened an 
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2 5 Orofius, 1. 7. c. 9. | 
& © Sozomen, 1. 6. c. 2. Theodoret, 1. 4. c. 4. | 
7 See Hottingeri Diſſert. de Terre motu, Diſſ. 4. queſt. 3. 


nde Terre motus immittantur, fintne fortuni, pure naturales, an 
AXT0!. 


, Howel's Gen. Hiſt. Vol. 2. p. $ 3 $4. 
G 2. eclipſe 


ENeoczſarea was overturned, and all its inh: bitants pe- 
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'fius. The ill ſucceſs of Conſtantius in the Perſian war, 


| themſelves repreſented te us. A little after the Caf 
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ecliple of the ſun, on the ſixth day of the month De. 


was by the more orthodox Chriſtians, according to the 
judgment .of parties, concluded to have happened ty 
him, becauſe of his adhering to, and countenancing 
the Arian hereſy, 
Amo 344, in the fifth year aſter the death of Cop 
ſtantine, (Marcellus and Probinus being conſuls) ; 
{ynod was held at Antioch that condemned Athanaſfiug, 
and only in words profeſſed to own the Nicene faith 
but really to condemn it, and ſubſtitute another in it; 
room. "This impiety God declared againſt by * terti. 
ble earthquakes, fay the hiſtorians of "that time, eſpe 
cially at Antioch, . for. above a year together, | 
Anno 366, while Procopius' $ rebellion way yet buf 
little advanced, July 21, in the conſulſhip of the twp 
emperors, Valentinian and Valens, there mappercy 
ſuch horrible Earthquakes throughout the world, 
neither true hiſtorians have related the like, nor fabled l 


dawned, there was a great tempeſt of thunder anÞ 
lightening, which was tollowed by ſo dreadful a tremiſf 
ling of the earth, that the ſea alſo was ſhaken therþ| 
with, and deſerted the ſhore, and its ancient boun 
for a great ſpace ; and the depth of its channels wer 
diſcovered ; multitudes of. fiſh were ſcen to ſtick i 
the mud, and the unequalneſs of the ſea's bottom a 
peared, here hills, and there vallies, which never bf 
before ſeen the fun, ſince, at the original of all thing 
they were firſt overwhelmed with the floods. Maff 
ſhips were left on the dry ground, and ſwarms of pf 
ple flew thither to catch ſh ; when tuddenly the ial 
as diſdaining to be impriſoned, returned to its forn 
place with ſuch fury, that, not containing itſelf thei 
in, but tranſported beyond ; its bounds, by the violen 

of its rage and motion, it overturned houſes and otif 
buildings innumerable, drowned many thouſands | 
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* Sociat. Hiſt. Ecclel. 1. 2. c. 7, & 10. 
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men, and overwhelmed numbers of ſhips ; great veſ= 
ſels were, by the violence of theſe guſts, blown upon 
the tops of houſes, as it happened at Alexandria, and 
ſome near two miles from the ſhore, as Ammianus 
Marcellinus (who relates theſe things, lib. 26.) ſaw 


S one himſelf *. This prodigy we cannot take to have 


ſignified any thing to Procopius's reb-llion, ſo much as 
that dreadtul inundation made in the Roman empire 
by the northern nations, which ſhortly after happened, 
and the ruin of the weſtern provinces, which followed 


thereupon. 


In the year 430, a great * Earthquake preceded 
the death of one of the. beſt emperors, viz. Thodoki - 
us, as the fore-runner of great changes. Some * 
think this the ſame with that 4. 446, which Marcel- 
linus . writes to have happened in the conlulſhip of 
/Elivis and Sepronus, which raged in many places, and 


therein overturned many cities ; the wall of Conſtan-. 


tinople, though but new built, it threw to the ground, 
with fifty-ſeven turrets : ſtones of great bulk, lately 
placed in the building of the forum of "Taurus, tell 


down. Many towns were ruined, and a peſtilent va- + 


pour aroſe, which cauſed a plague ;- and this, joined 
with a famine, deſtroyed many thouſands. The civil 


motions and, ruptures in the Roman empire, wtre 
agreeable hereunto. | 


This Earthquake, in the reign of Thcodoftus, Eva- 


grius 5 faith, was the greateſt, and moſt memorable of 
all others ; ſuch, as by its greatneſs, rendered incon- 
{iderable all that went before it. It aMlicted, he had 
almoſt ſaid, the whole world. The earth gaped, and 


2 Howel's Gen. Hiſt. vol. 2. p. 2431. ad An. C. 366. 

3 Triceſimo deinde Anno 'Theodoſhi, terra motus fafti ſunt in- 
gentes per menſes aliquot integros, maximarum prenuntu mutati- 
onum, quibus reſpublica tum ecclefiaſtica, tum mundana mox la- 
boravit, ac tantum non occidit. Romanum tum prefulatum acce- 
pit Leo, qui primus in omnes totius orbis chriſtiani epiſcopos Comi- 
natum fib1 aliquem, ut privilegio Petro dato, cepit arrogare. Glu- 
verius, P. 322. | 


+ Howel's Hiſt, p. 673. 5 Ld; -3+:-CaP--17\ 
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ſwallowed many villages, beſides many other, nay, 
innumerable, calamities, both by ſea and land. Some 
tountains were dried up ; in other places water in 
great quantity broke out, where, formerly, it had nor 
Leen known : great trees were torn up by the roots : 
heaps of earth were fo ſhaken together, that they were 
raiſed into mountains. The ſea caſt forth dead fiſhes : 
in it many iſlands were overwhelmed and ſunk : ſhips 3 
failing in the ſea, by a ſudden retrocefſion of the wa- Þ 
ter, were left-6n dry ground. In concluſion, many Þ 
places of Bithynia, the Helkeſpone, andIboth the Phry- | 
glas were grievoully diſtreſſed, This diſaſter laſted a | 
long time,” and ſorely afflifted the world. * Nicepho- þ 
rus writes, that it continued ſix months, and that in | 
a manner without interruption ; that it reached Alex- | 
andria, but eſpecially afflicted Antioch. Beſides the ; 
countries mentioned, by Evagrius, it ifivaded the great- |: 
eſt part of the eaſt, and ſpared not many regions of | 
the weſt. He adds, that the people of Conſtantino- | 
ple, not daring to ſtay in the city, for fear of the fall Þ 
| of houſes, continued, together with the emperor and | 
Proclus their patriarch, in the fields, inſtant in prayer | 
for the removal of ſo heavy a judgment. —Theodofius, ! 
when delivered from the danger of the Earthquake, | 
preſently betook himſelf to repair the walls of Con- | 
ſtantinople, Cc. 
When ” Chryſoſtom was baniſhed, in the belaning : 
of the fiſth century, -by the emperor Arcadius, from | 
the church of Conſtantinople, the ſame night was a great | 
Earthquake that ſhook the emperor's | palace, and * 
threatened the ruin of it; on which meſſengers were | 
ſent to recal him. 3 
Anno 458, Evagrius writes of a great * Earthquake E 
that happened at Antioch, which the citizens had fad * 
cauſe to remember. Before it began, ſome of the in- } 


s Lib. 14. cap. 46. 
7 'Theodoret, 1. 5..c. 34. 
8 Howel's Hift. p. 702. 


Habitants : 


ID 9 


habitants were ſeized with an extraordinary madneſs, 


ſuch as ſeemed to exceed all ferority of wild beaſts, and 
to be the prelude to that calamity which followed on 
the fourth day of the month Gorpizus, which the 
Romans call September, about the fourth hour of the 
night, and the fiſty-ſixth year of the life of Leo. It 
overturned almoſt all the buildings of the new city, 


which was well peopled, and none of it forſaken or 


empty, being curiouſly built by the magnificerce of 
emperors, who ſtrove to exceed each other in the 
adornment of it. The firſt and ſecond fabricks in the 

alace were alſo caſt down, the reſt ſtanding, together 


with a bath ; which, having formerly been neglected, 


now when by the Eanthquake the reſt were choaked 
up, ſtoo'' the citizens in very good ſt ad. Meny 
other damages of this Earthquake are ther® mentioned 
(with ſome differences as to chronolegy) and the duorder 
of publick matters, as the murder of Majorianus,j ont 
emperor in the weſt, with Leo i. the eaſt, &c. 

An. Dom. 557, there was a violent Earthquake, 


with great noiſes and tempeſts, at Conſtantinople and 


Rme, in ? Juſtinian's time, followed the next year 
wich a great plague -at Conſtantinople. The Earth- 
quake, which ſhook that city three years before, laſt- 
ed forty days, and deſtro ed many places in the eaſt. 
In the year 648, before the ' Saracens over-run A- 


frica, there wcre many great Earthquakes in the time 


of the Emperor Conſtans. The like * Earthquakes fol- 
lowed with great calamitics in the caſt, were obſerved, 
Anno 679. 

In the year 740, was another at Conſtantinople, 
which alſo deſtroyed many cities of Aſia, and laited 
a twelve-month. This was thought to * forebode the 
death of the Emperor Leo, the loſs of Artabaſcus, and 
the Eq of Conſtantinople, which ſoon after fol- 
OWea, | 


9 Apathius, who continued the hiſtory of Procopius, 
» Cent. Magdeburg. cent. 7. C. 13. | 
* Ingruentium malorum praxnuncius. Cluver. p. 350, 409. 


3 Cent. Maydeb. cent. 8. c. 13. Cluver. p. 358, 
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In the year 791, in the time of the empreſs Irene, a 
great favourer an | patroneſs of image-worſhip, was # 
another v olent Earthquake at Conſtantinople. 

In the . ycar 1077, the Earthquake, on the 6th ot 


April, in the 1 5th year of king William the Conque- 


ror, was followed by many calamities, ſay Matthew 
Paris, Speed, &c. | Te 

In the year 1088, the Earthquake, in the time of 
William Rufus, or William the Second, was followed 
with ſuch unſeaſonable weather, that there was . no 
ſeeds-time till December. _ 

In the year 1298, the Earthquake at Rome, in the 

time of 5 Boniface the Eighth, (who fainted away for 
tear, and afterwards publiſhed a jubilee) was followed 
with many calamities. 

An. Dom. 1509, on the 14th of September, there 
happened a terrible Earthquake at * Conſtantinople, 
and the country thereabouts, in the time of Bajazet the 
Second ; by the violence whereof, a great part of the 
walls of that imperial city, with many ſtately build- 
ings, both publick and private, were overthrown, and 
13,000 people overwhelmed and flain. The terror 
thereof was ſo great, that the people generally forſook 
their houſes, and lay abroad in the fields; yea, Baja- 
zet himſelf, then very aged, and ſore troubled with 
the gout, for fear 4s of went from Conſtantinople 
to Adrianople z but finding himſelf in no more fatety 
there than before, he left the city, and lay abroad in 
the fields in his tent. This Earthquake endured by 
the ſpace of eighteen days; or, as the Turks hiſto- 
ries relate, for a month, with little intermiſſion, 
which was then accounted ominous, as portending the 


miſcrable calamities which afterwards happened in the 
Ottoman family. 


4 Hoſpinian de orig. templorum, 1. 2. c. 16. 

5 Inſtabit nimirum ferale ſeculum, quo ſolvendus e carcere Sa- 
tanas, ſurſum deorſum omnia volutare cogitabat. Cluyer p. 497- 
_ 5 Knolles's Turkiſh Hiſtory. Bajazet the Second. 
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After this Earthquake enſued a great plague, where- 
with the city was grievoully viſited, and, for the moſt 


part, unpeopled. But when the Earthquake ceaſed, 


and the mortality was afſwaged, Bajazet cauſed the 


imperial city to be repaired with all ſpeed, and em- 
ployed 80,000 men about it, who, in the ſpace of four 
months, in a moſt beautitul manner, repaired the rui 
of that great City. Fe 
Anno 1510, the late wars of the French in Savoy, 
were thought to be foreſhewn by many prodigies, and 
even thoſe . preceded by an Earthquake in Apulia, 


whereby more than 16,000 perſons were overwhelmed ; 
after which enſued the war, which Cevoured more 


than 1,000,000 of men. | 
- Anno 1621, the like terrible Earthquake, in Fe- 
bruary, was in and about the city of Na les, before 
the commotions and troubles there, which did ſuch 
miſchief as to houſes, men and cattle, as can't be ex- 
preſſed. | 


In the year 1590, the eleftion of pope Urban the 


o 


Seventeenth, was ſignalized by an Earthquake, which 


made Auſtria, Bohemia, and Moravia to tremble, and 
was followed by an extraordinary drought. Gregory 


XIV. quickly ſucceeded, and died in ten months. 
There was ſuch a famine and plague in? Italy that 


year, that above 60,000 died. 
7 Cluverius citing Thuanus, 
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Concerning the fear of divine judgments, and the regula- 
tion of it. What feor of Evil God hath promiſed, 
and we may expert to be delivered from, and what not. 
Counſels proper to obtain an intereſt in thoſe promiſes, 

' and to experience the fulfillins of them. 

A FTER all theſe examples of terrible Earth- 

quakes, which may make us tremble, it may be 
proper to add ſomething to regulate our fears of divine 
judgments, and to eſtabliſh our hearts under the doubt- 
tul expectations of what God will do againſt us. There 

15 4 natural fear of approaching evil, which we muſt 


Not expect to be delivered from, nor 1s 1t poſſible we 


ſhoul,]. There 1s alſo a fear of prudent caution, that 
may help us to ſuppoſe, and provide againſt the worſt 
that may happen : this we are obliged to, as oppoſite 
to ſecurity ; this will make us flee to God as. our re- 
tuge and hiding-place. Neither muſt we expect to be 
delivered from the fear of all temporal evils ; conſi- 
dering what our preſent ſtate in this world is, and what 
is ſuitable for ſuch impertect ſinful ſouls, who muſt 
have mattcr of mourning, while there are ſuch remain- 
cers of ſin, eſpecially being in the condition of ſtran- 
gers, in a foreign country, and in the midſt of ene- 
mies ; and who have this preſent world to be ſaved 
from, and the love of the world to be mortified ; and 
who muſt expect to be treated as the followers of a 


- crucified Saviour, and fo to be conformed to him, our 


head, in ſuffering, or in reſolution and readineſs for it. 
Theretore, though it be true, that if our hearts are 


| fixed on God, we need not be afraid of evil tidings ; 


and God has promiſed to deliver us from anxious, tor- 
menting fears : yet ſo much fear of evil as is needtul 
to drive us to God, by prayer, dependance and truſt, 
we muſt not expect to be delivered from ; eſpecially 
as we are members of a defiled, divided church ; or 

gk iow = 
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live in a city, or country, where are many whoſe ſins 
 _ call for judgment, whom God does puniſh in this 
world. We may not think, in ſuch a caſe, that we 
ſhall be quiet from all fear of evil, eſpecially if we our 
ſelves have (as doubtleis we all have) contributed our 
own ſhare to the common guilt. 

But ſuch as fear the Lord, may hops to be deliver- 
ed from the fear of evil ; ſo as it ſhall not overwhelm 
_ their ſpirits, and deſtroy "their confidence and hope in 
God, weaken their hands in preſent duty, and take 
away the reliſh of their preſent mercies, or would dit- 
pirit and diſtract them. Such a fear of evil is threat- 
ened as a puniſhment, Deut. xxviil. 64. Job. xvi. | 
Terrors ſhall make him afraid on every ſide, and ſhall drive 
him to his feet. Thou ſhalt be afraid to go forth into the 
field, or to walk by the way : for the ſword of the enemy, 
and fear is on every fide. Jer. vi. 25. Chap. xx. 2. chap. 
Xlix. 29. They ſhall cry unto one another, and uſe this 
expreſſion, Fear is on every Side ; that 'is, * We 
* know not what to do, or what to expect ; whither 
* to go, or what courſe to take ; what council to fol- 
© low, or what evil next to look for; or how far it 
© will procced, or when or where it will ifſue*?. The 
like inſtance ſee 1/ar. xxviii. 2. 

God promiſes his people, that they ſhall be kept in 
peace, ſhall fleep in quiet, ſhall dwell in ſafety, Pal. iv. 
laſt ver. Prov. ui. 24, 25, 26. When thou heſt down, 
_ thou ſhalt not be afraid : yea, thou ſhalt lie down, and thy 
fleep ſhail be ſweet. Be not afraid of ſudden fear, neither 
of the deſolation of the wicked, when it cometh : For the 
| Lord ſhall be thy confidence, and fhall keep thy foot from 
being taken, Job x1. 18, 19. Pal. cxii. 7, 8. God 
- promiſeth us quiet, peace and ſafety, from the real 
hurt of temporal evil ; and from the temporal afMic- 
tions themſelves, if that be beſt; and from ſuch a fear 
of approaching judgment and calamity, as the wicked 
are puniſhed with. 

It you would be intereſted in theſe -ntiſes and 
experience the fulfilling of them, ſtudy much the 

C0- 
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Sovercign, our God and portion, to be governed and- 
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covenant of grace, and God's unchangeable fidelity to 
it. Thus 1s the ground of ſupport in the worſt times, 
Iſai. xli. 1. Fear not, for I am with thee ;, be not diſ- 
mayed, for I am thy God. He hath made with me an 
everlaſting covenant, ordered in all things and ſure. This 
zs all my defire, and all my ſalvation, 2 Sam. xxiil. 5. 
© I now need nothing more, I fear nothing, I am ſo- 
© licitous for nothing. Let God build up or pull 
< down, ſave or deſtroy ; prolong, or ſhorten my 
© lite; do what} he will with me and mine, he is 
* my God! and covenant'. This made the Pſalmiſt 
triumph in faith, Pſal. cxviii. 6. The Lord is on 

fide, I will not| fear: God is our refuge and ſtrength, 
We will not be afraid, though the earth be moved, and 
the pillars thereof be ſhaken, Pſal. xlvi. beginning ; Ha- 
bak. iii. 17. *©I am not afraid of what man can do, I 
* am not atraid of what God will do, or what I ſhall 
< do, or the nation do. By this conſideration, That 
* He 75 my God, I can anſwer all my fears : by this I 


_ © know my great intereſt is ſecure, my treaſure is ſafe, 


* my principal concern is out of danger. He is my 
© God in an everlaſting covenant ; he will not leave 
< till he bring me to glory : it my body periſh by an 
* Earthquake, my ſoul ſhall aſcend to heaven. The 
© noiſe of wars, and rumours of wars, ſhall not break 
* my reſt, for I have peace with God through Chriſt.” 
Study therefore the covenant of grace, and the pro- 
miles of it ; and Felieve the unchangeablenets of God, 
and his power, truth and goodneſs, to make them 
g00d, 2 | 
And, in order to your advantage, by the confider- 
ation of God as in covenant, labour to ſtrengthen and 
increaſe your faith, that you may be able to apply all 
the promiſes of the covenant for your comfort. If we 
did heartily aſſent to the truth of the promiſes, and had 
a realizing view of what God is, and can be, and-do, 
for all that fear and truſt him; and did- more intirely 
yield, and devote ourſelves to him, as our Lord and 


dil- 
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diſpoſed of according to the tenor of his covenant, (all 
which is implied in taith) this would relieve us againſt 
a thouſand tears : this would make it evident to our- 
ſelves, that let our dangers be what they will, we are 
ſafe in the hands of a faithful, and a good God : all 
events are under his management, and ſhall accompliſh 
his counſel. Our dangers ſhall reach no further, riſe 
no higher, laſt no longer, than to ſerve his glorious 
purpoſes. 

Accordingly we read, Ia. xxx. 7. compared with 
the 15th verſe, that in caſes of danger, our ſtrength is 
to fit ſtill. Not in oppoſition to the uſe of means fer 

_ our ſafety, for that is the duty of every man in his 
4 place : but- in oppoſition to reliance on any other hel 
than God ; as an expreſſion of faith in God, deſcribed 
at the 15th verſe : 1» returning, and 11 reſt ſhall you be 
ſaved ; in quietneſs and in confidence ſhall be your ſtrength. 
Waiting on God in the way of our duty, fo tar as we 
know it, in expectation of what God {hall pleaſe to do 
for or againſt us. 

You ought alſo to recolle&t, and improve former ex- 
periences, to ſilence diſtruſtful fears. The Lord is my 
ſtrength and my ſhield, my heart truſted in him, and T was 
helped, Pal. xxviii. 7. Experience worketh hope ; and 
that which aſſiſteth our hope mult needs fcatter our 
tears. 

Endeavour alſo to mortify the love of this world, and 
of life itſelf; and look to your integrity and upright- 
neſs of heart : "This will make you as a brazen-wall, and 
an iron pillar : whereas an hypocrite will be afraid of 

_ every ſhadow. No wonder if the finners in Sion are 
afraid, and fear ſurprizeth the hypocrite, while the righteous 
are bold as alion. It is therefore good advice of Zophar - 
unto Job, chap. Xi. 14, 15. Jf iniquity be in thy hands, 
put it far from thee, and let not wickedneſs dwell in thy 
tabernacle. And then it follows, Thou ſhalt lift up thy 


# face without ſpot , yea, thou ſhalt be fledfaſt, and thou 
ST foalt not fear, 
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Reſign 
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Reſign and give up your ſelves, and all you have, 
into the hands of God. Commit the keeping of your 
ſouls, and the keeping of the nation, w | ot the city, 
and of your families, and friends, and relations, into 
the hands of God, as of a faithful creator and preſerver, 


2 Pet. iv. 19. Leave all to his care, reſolving to be ſa- 
_ tisfied, and pleated with his holy will, We ſhall not 


be afraid of loſing that by violence which we have vo- 
Iuntarily given up into the hands of God. 

Bur eſpecially, let us give up ourſelves, by renewing 
our covenant, penitently and ſeriouſly, at the table of 
the Lord. See that there be no controverſy between 
God and-you, while he hath a controverſy with the na- 


tion in general, Renew repentance for paſt backſlidings, 


that your peace may be made with heaven ; that God 
may not be your terror, in a day of evil : For nothing 
will ſo much take away the heart, abate the courage, 
the vigour, and firmneſs of your ſpirits, as the jealouſy 
and miſgivings of a guilty conſcience. It you cannot 
look up to God with comfort, if you cannot lift u 
your eyes to heaven with hope, to what refuge will 
you flee in a day of evil ? 

This is the great counſel I would give, and take, as 
the beſt preparation for whatſoever ſhould come to paſs. 


For what can daunt the courage of that man, or woman, 


who can ſay, This God is my God for ever ; this Saviour, 
who hath all power in heaven and in earth, is my Saviour 
and my Lord, and the Lord of all this world ? An up- 
right Chriſtian, with afſurance, was never a coward, 
and never can be. But if we live at uncertainties about 
our ſpiritual ſtate, if our backflicings be many our cor- 
ruptions ſtrong, and our evidences blotted, we muſt 
needs be afraid of publick changes, and threatened ca- 
lamities, becauſe we are afraid to die. Shall I mind 
you how ſad the cafe of Saul was, when he cries out, 
1 Sam. Xviii. 15. 1 am ſore diſtreſſed, for the Philſtines 

make war againſt me, and God ts departed from me, and 
anſwers me no mere 2 How miſerable is their caſe, who, 


ro 
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to God ? who, in a time of danger, cannot look to the 
end and iſſue of things with comiort ? who have no an- 
 chorto drop in a ſtorm ? The difference is unſpeakably 
great, at ſuch a time, between the one ſort and the 
other : For while the wicked is driven away in his wicked- 
neſs, and hurried by temporal ſufferings into eternal 
ones, the CE hath hope in his death, Prov. Xav. 2. 
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Security a preſage of temporal and eternal ruin, to particu- 
lar perſons, whatever God may do as to the nation mm 
gone. 


Aftly, Whatever God may, in ſovereignty, do in 
ſparing this nation, and how well foever he will 
provide for thoſe who are upright before him  .yet, as 
to particular perſons, who are not at peace with God, 
it 1s moſt certain that ſecurity is a prefage of ruin ; that 
ſudden deſtruction ſhall overtake them, as travail on a 
woman with child. When the flothful and wicked ſer- 
vant thinks, and ſays, in his heart, that his Lord doth 
delay his coming, He will come and cut hi in ſunder, 
in a day that he looked 1.6t for, and in an hour that he was 
not aware of, Matth. xxiv. 55. When the rich fool in 
the parable ſaid, Seu!, take thine eaſe , the next news 
we hear of him is, that the pillow is plucked from un- 
der his head, and he is caſt into hell. When, notwith- 
ſtanding all the warnings of God by his word and pro- 
vidence, men will &/e/s themſelves in their hearts, and 
lay, 1 ſhall have peace, though 1 walk in the imagination 
of my heart, Deut. xXix. 19, 20. The Lord will net 
ſpare ſuch a man, but the auger of the Lord, and his jea- 
louſy ſhall ſmoke againſt him, end al! the curſes that are 
written in this boak ſhall lie upon him, and the Lord ſhall 
blot out his name from under heaven. Therefore, let men 
take heed how they arrogantly boaſt themſelves in their 
wickedneſs 
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wickedneſs, leſt God fingle them out unto ſome ſignal 
vengeance in this world, to make them examples to 
thoſe who ſhall afterwards live ungodly. If they regard 
not a judgment to come, to put the evil day tar trom 
them, and deſpiſe all the fore-runners of judgment in 
_ this world ; yet they may ſuddenly be ſurprized in their 
ſecurity, and they are every moment liable to a ſudden 
arreſt of judgment, againſt which they have no relief. 
They are under condemnation, they are yet in their 

fins ; and therefore to ſuch I muſt ſay, except you repent, 
(ſpeedily and heartily repent) you muſt periſh. For tho? 
God be loth to ſirike, and inclined to pity, and willing | 
to ſpare; tho? he be flow to anger, and ready to for- 
give; yct the day of his vengeance is at hand, when he 
ſhall put on fury like a garment ; when his eye ſhall 
not pity, nor his hand ſpare; when he ſhall laugh at 
your calamity, and mock when your, fear cometh. 
Now, O fooliſh delaying ſinner, that goeſt on in fin ! 
the patience and mercy of God pleads for thee againſt 
his juſtice, and he would lead thee to repentance by his 
long-ſuffering ; his bowels yearn over thee, and he 
would fain overcome thee by his love, and conquer thee 
by his grace : but the day is haſtening, when there ſhall 
never be a word ſpoice for thee by the mercy of God 
more ; when, becauſe he ſtretched out his hand, and 
thou regardeſt not, thou wouldſt not hear his voice, or 
know the day of thy viſitation, he ſhall condemn thee 
without pity, and ſend thee to hell, without any ſuch 
compaſſionate language as he uſed to his ancient people, 
How ſhall T give thee up, Ephraim ? The voice of mercy 
ſhall then ceaſe, and plead for thee no more: He that 
made thee, will ſhew thee no mercy ; he that formed thee, 
will ſhew thee no favour, He would now delight in thee, 
| and rejoice over thee to do thee good, and therefore be- 
ſeecheth thee to have pity on thyſelf : but then he, will 
delight in the glory of his provoked juſtice ; becauſe 
thou wouldſt not be perſuaced to accept of his mercy 
while it might be had; Think of it and tremble, all 
ye that go on in ſin, and hate to be reiormed |! 

| Whatever 
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- Whatever become of the nation, if national judg- 
ments do not overtake you, you cannot be long out of 
the grave, or out of hell. You are in danger of dam- 
nation every hour : And, though ſentence againſt an evil 
work is not ſpeedily executed, though a ſinner do evil an 
hundred times, and his days be prolonged ; yet ſurely I know _ 
it ſpall not be well with the wicked, Eccl. viii. 11, 12, 
_ 13..' Chriſt hath told you again and again, that ſuch as 
you can never be ſaved. Ir is the word of the living 
| God, that ſuch and ſuch perfons as you know your 
ſelves to be, ſhall never enter into heaven. It is a truth 
founded on ſuch principles, that the contrary is impol- 
ſible. ET: | 
And yet to convince men of this as to their own ſtate 
and condition, there is the difficulty. For, if you will 
not believe God and Chriſt, how ſhall I expect you 
ſhould believe me ? Alas! you wHl not conſider your 
caſe for one ſerious hour : We can hardly prevail ſo 
far, as to bring you to compare yourſelves with the 4 
word; and your own character with the deſcription of 
ſuch as ſhall periſh. You will put it to the venture, 
and a bold veature it is : for if no miniſter in the world 
ſhould tell you, that except you repent, you muſt periſh ; 
yea, tif the devil ſhould tell you the contrary a thouſand 
times, 1t will not make the word of God of none effect, 
WW or your damnation the leſs certain. | 
You may make a ſhift for a little time to drown the 
voice of conſcience,” or ſtop its mouth; to lay aſide the 
thoughts of death, and judgment, and aneverlaſting hell; 
'to _ peace to yourſelves, againſt the expreſs word of 
God : but if you are not renewed and ſanCtified; if you 
do not truly repent, fo as to hate ſin, and leave it, and 
turn to the Lord, if you do not unfeignedly give up 
your ſelves to God in Chriſt, as your Saviour and Sove- 
reign, in the method of the goſpel, your judgment is 
near, your deſtruCtion is at hand, you muſt periſh, and 
that more dreadfully than moſt others in the world : for 
your light, your knowledge, your means, your mercies, 
your calls, your warnings, your examples, are more and 
| Ereater 


( gs } 
greater than othets. Divine-patience will not lat alway $. 
The Lord is not flack (as men count ſlackneſs) ——— 
the promiſe þ 6 wg. coming, but is long-ſuffering to us-ward, 
not willing ſhould perify, but that all fhould come 


- to repentance; 2 Th; ni. g9. Burt if zbey turn not, be-will 


whet his feword ; be bath bent his bow, and made it ready , 
he bath prepored alſo infiruments of death, Pſal. vii. 12, 
13. Tho' there are in God riches of goodnels, and for» 
bearance, yet if you defpiſe the riches of his goodneſs, not 
knowing that the goodneſs of God leads to repentance, you 


do but treaſure up to your ſelves wrath againſt the Hay of 
wrath, and revelation of the righteous Judgment of God, 


Rom. ii. 


It rs dreadfulto as to A temporal ruin, by oY 


and fires, and-eart whe and ſuch calamities : but 
bow muck: fadder 1s 1t to think of deſcending into the 


place of remedilefs torment, under the evertafting curſe 


of God, to be tormented with the devil and his angels! 


It is fad. to-hear of this, ſad to- foreſee it, to conſider it, 
to think of it; but it will be much ſadder to ſuffef 


and to feel it... And be not deceived, it is not. the lefs 
certain, becauſe, it is yet future. . You are now alive, 
and do not.ſee the grave digged for you, and yet yorf 
mult die : and as certainly do I know from the word of 


God, who cannot lie, That except you repent, you muſ 
per ih, and rig _= aw. 05-5: | 
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